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Litany for Advent Week 1: Hope  
©Fran Pratt franpratt.com Used with permission. 

 
We enter into this first Sunday of the Advent season, turning our attention to you, God. We 

acknowledge the darkness that is within us, and that permeates the world. 

Father, forgive us. 
 
We acknowledge the suffering, tragedy, and pain by which humanity is afflicted, which seems at 

times to overwhelm us. 

Draw near to us, Oh God. 
 

We consider the mystery of your ways, that you might choose to send our Savior as an innocent 

baby and not as a warrior or a king; as one who humbly accepted suffering and humiliation and 

called it glory. 

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 
 
We choose in this moment to focus our attention on HOPE; the hope of Jesus Christ and all his 

coming represents for suffering people, the hope for restoration of all that is broken in the world, 

the hope of new life and resurrection. 

Hope is the light we wish to see by. 
 
Grant, Oh God, that when he comes, Christ may find us waiting in expectation, our souls 

quieted, our hearts soft and open. 

We wait in hope for the Lord. 

 
In Christ all things are made new, and we look forward to the day our hope is fulfilled, each 

heart reconciled, the work of Christ completed in all the earth. 

Our hope is in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 

Amen 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

(56) 

 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom 

captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile 

here until the Son of God appear. 

 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest 

all things mightily; to us the path of knowledge 

show, and teach us in her ways to go. 

 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

 

3. O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy 

tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient times didst give the 

law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

 Welcome  

Processional Hymn  (Please stand as you are able)  

                Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. 

                Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (the people kneel or stand) 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Collect of the Day 

 

              The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

 

People      Amen. 

The people sit 

The Children’s Message – A Teaching Moment 
 

The Lessons (Readings and Psalm) 
 

After each Reading, the Reader may say 

                The Word of the Lord. 

People       Thanks be to God. 

Stand as you are able 

Alleluia 

 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

                according to                             . 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

                The Gospel of the Lord. 

People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



The Sermon (people sit) 

 

Hymn of the Day (stand as you are able)   

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus 

(66) 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus 

born to set Thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in Thee. 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

Signs of Endings all around us 

(721) WLP 

 

1. Signs of endings all around us darkness, death, and winter days 

shroud our lives in fear and sadness, numbing mouths that long to praise. 

Come, O Christ, and dwell among us!  Hear our cries, come set us free. 

Give us hope and faith and gladness.  Show us what there yet can be. 

 



2. Can it be that from our endings, new beginnings you create? 

Life from death, and from our rendings, realms of wholeness generate? 

Take our fears, then, Lord, and turn them into hopes for life anew: 

Fading light and dying season sing their Glorias to you. 

 

3. Speak, O God, your Word among us.  Barren lives your presence fill. 

Swell our hearts with songs of gladness, terrors calm forebodings still. 

Let your promised realm of justice blossom now throughout the earth; 

your dominion bring now near us; we await the saving birth. 

 

 

Hark! The glad sound! 

 
(72) 

 

1. Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,  

the Savior promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne,  

and every voice a song. 

2. He comes, the prisoners to release  

in Satan's bondage held;  

the gates of brass before him burst,  

the iron fetters yield. 

3. He comes, the broken heart to bind,  

the bleeding soul to cure;  

and with the treasures of his grace  

to enrich the humble poor. 

 

 



The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

 

 



The Prayers of the People 

Remain standing as you are able 

 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the  

Lord. 

Deacon or other leader recites Prayers of the People 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 

accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

 
 

 

The Peace.  

 

                The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And also with you. 

  (people share the peace with one another) 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving.  And make good your vows to the Most 

High! 

People sit during the offering:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Doxology:     

             

The Holy Communion 
Representatives of the congregation bring the people's offerings of bread  

and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant.  The  

people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing.  

                The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 

Celebrant    Lift up your hearts. 

People        We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People        It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  

heaven and earth. Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other  

occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever  

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The people remain standing or kneeling. 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  

God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,  

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole  

world. 

 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our  

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,  

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  

remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Celebrant and People 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your Name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

    as we forgive those  

        who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

    and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours,  

    now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  (people may sit or kneel) 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 
After Communion, the people kneeling or standing, the Celebrant says 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 

remain with you always.  Amen 

Closing Hymn (stand as you are able) 

The Dismissal: (remain standing) 

Deacon      [Alleluia) Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God [Alleluia]. 

   


