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Senate Committee on Judiciary 
November 30, 2021 

9:00 A.M. 
 
Additional Materials: 
Meeting Packet 
Video 
 
SPB 7014, COVID-19-Related Claims Against Health Care Providers 
 
Summary 
SPB 7014 extends the length of time that health care providers receive certain liability 
protections from COVID-19-related claims. According to legislation passed during the 2021 
Legislative Session, liability protections from COVID-19-related claims apply to claims accruing 
within one year after the effective date of the act, which was March 29, 2022. 
 
The bill extends the application period of the liability protections, making them applicable to 
claims accruing before June 1, 2023. The net result of the bill is to extend the liability protections 
for about 14 months, from March 29, 2022, to June 1, 2023.  
 
Member Questions 
Senator Rouson asked if there is any data of evidence or effectiveness? Senator Burgess said, 
“It may be a little too early to be able to have that information. I don’t have a stack of data, but I 
think getting out on this early has helped us mitigate what might’ve been coming down the pipe.” 
 
Senator Thurston asked, “Are you aware of any surge in COVID-19-related claims that would 
warrant this extension?” Senator Burgess said, “The goal is to ensure that we don’t have that 
situation, and that’s the purpose of the extension.” 
 
Public Testimony 
Jason Hand, Florida Senior Living Association, spoke in support. He said the $2.3 billion 
estimated impact of COVID-19 is causing an ongoing strain on long-term care facilities. Since 
the virus is predicted to be seasonal, the extension will allow facilities to get through next 
summer. 
 
Steve Cain, attorney, spoke in opposition. He said the bill disincentivizes hospitals, assisted 
living facilities, and nursing homes from following proper infection control.  
 
Robin Khanal, attorney, spoke in support. He said the bill deters bad actors from bringing 
lawsuits and provides protection for nursing homes and assisted living facilities, unlike federal 
regulations. 
 
Michael Cusick, Florida Association of Children’s Hospitals; Steve Bahmer, Leading Age 
Florida; Chris Lyon, Florida Osteopathic Medical Association; David Mica, Florida Hospital 
Association; William Large, Florida Justice Reform Institute; Mary Thomas, Florida Medical 
Association; Carolyn Johnson, Florida Chamber of Commerce; Grace Lovett, Florida Retail 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/JU/MeetingPacket/5359/9574_MeetingPacket_5359_2.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=1_0tevmxaq-202111300900
https://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=1_0tevmxaq-202111300900
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Federation; James McFaddin, Tenet Healthcare; Brewster Bevis, Associated Industries of 
Florida; George Feijoo, Florida Insurance Council; Tim Parson, Florida Assisted Living 
Association; and Tony Philpot, Florida Health Care Association, all waived in support. 
 
Mary Lou Wood, representing herself, waived in opposition. 
 
Member Debate 
Senator Polsky urged individuals to get vaccinated and use the tools provided to fight against 
COVID-19. 
 
Final Vote 
SPB 7014 was reported favorably by a vote of 7-4. 
 
** Please contact your lead lobbyist if you have any questions or require any additional detail 
from this report. 
 


