


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kX0vz1bekrk


1970s – 1990s

• Deinstitutionalization without community mental health centers

• HUD Budget: 80% reduction in spending

• Demolition of SRO housing

2008 – 2009

• The Great Recession

2011 – 2020

• The Portland Metro area: 
- huge economic growth + many new residents + inflation
- not enough housing + not enough increase in salaries/pensions/govt assistance

A Crisis in the Making



Average 1-Bedroom 
rent in PDX
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for typical low 
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Since 2005, 
families have been unable to afford 
1-bedroom apartments in the region



Understanding the Crisis



Voters

Researchers

Academics

Grassroots 

Organizations

Service Providers
People with Lived Experience

Elected Officials

Business

Faith

Philanthropy
Culturally-specific Communities

Proven solutions already exist.
Our coalition knows.



Engagement has been region wide



Proven solutions already exist.
Research has proven.

Housing First

● Without preconditions, 

prioritizing equity

● Stability is needed to address 

personal traumas and issues

+
Flexible Services

● Client-centered case workers, shelters 
needs, and rent assistance

● Culturally-responsive services that lead with 
race and equity

● Job training, mental health and addiction 
counseling, and other supportive services



A Region Wide Solution

A comprehensive supportive homeless 
services measure of $250-$300 million 

annually to eliminate long-term and 
episodic homelessness in

Clackamas, Multnomah, and 
Washington counties

Affordable housing measures 
passed in 2016 & 2018

Already 
passed

Need now



Across the region, 
voters prioritize 
homelessness

Priorities

Reducing homelessness 86 83 88 77

(Split) Improving public schools 77 77 79 81

(Split) Lowering the cost of housing 66 68 70 65

Reducing traffic congestion 66 69 60 66

(Split) Increasing availability of 

affordable housing
72 57 79 57

(Split) Providing universal Pre-K 41 33 49 27

Metro ClackCo MultCo WashCo
% Total 

high

GBAO Strategies

Conducted September 5-10, 

2019 via cellphone and 

landline

N=900 likely 2020 general 

election voters, 300 in each 

of Clackamas, Multnomah, 

and Washington Counties



Proven solutions already exist.
Voters know.

GBAO Strategies. Conducted September 5-10, 2019 

via cellphone and landline. N=900 likely 2020 

general election voters, 300 in each of Clackamas, 

Multnomah, and Washington Counties
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Voters show support for two revenue options

Business Licensing 
Fee

A dedicated business 

licensing fee of less than 

$250,000 on businesses with 

more than $25,000,000 per 

year in revenue.

High Income 
Earners Tax

Increasing personal income 

taxes by 1% on joint filers 

with incomes over $250,000 

and single filers with 

incomes above $125,000.

Metro

GBAO Strategies

Conducted September 5-10, 2019 via cellphone and landline

N=900 likely 2020 general election voters, 300 in each of Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington Counties

57% in support
43% in opposition Metro

53% in support
47% in opposition



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGtZGIG230M


Be Part of the Solution

Text “TOGETHER”:

For More Information:

Follow Us on Social Media:

38470

HereTogetherOregon.org

@HereTogetherOR


