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THE LEADING VOICE OF BUSINESS IN ORANGE COUNTY 

September 23, 2021 
 
To: Orange County Congressional Delegation 
 
RE:  H.R. 3684 – SUPPORT   
 
Orange County Business Council (OCBC), the leading voice of business in Orange 
County, is pleased to support H.R. 3684, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA).  This legislation, which passed the Senate with bipartisan support, is a crucial, 
necessary step towards enhancing infrastructure in Orange County and Southern California.  
The need for infrastructure that enables the effective and efficient movement of goods, 
people, services, and information is paramount to Orange County’s economic resiliency and 
growth potential. 
 
The bill targets substantial investments in roads, bridges, transit, energy, water, broadband, 
climate resilience and more.  It would expand efforts to improve federal permitting and 
include a five-year authorization of federal highway and public transportation programs to 
provide much-needed certainty of federal commitment to state and local agencies, including 
the Orange County Transportation Authority. 
 
Delivering these investments would significantly improve national productivity, global 
competitiveness and quality of life, benefitting the workforce and businesses alike.  As 
Orange County continues to recover from the economic hardships of the pandemic, these 
durable reforms will create conditions for high-paying jobs and greater connectivity. 
 
While OCBC supports the bill, amendments allocating additional funding to California and 
Orange County would be appreciated by the business community.  Specifically, OCBC is 
supportive of including the House’s version of the $30 billion Passenger Rail Improvement, 
Modernization and Expansion Grants program to bolster rail transport; increased funding for 
the National Highway Freight Program and the removal of the 10% cap on non-highway 
investment; and ensuring that the Senate IIJA’s version of $148 billion nationally for the 
Surface Transportation Block Grant Program, in which California will receive an estimated 
$12.8 billion between FY2022 and FY2026, is included.  OCBC also supports increased 
investment in alternative fuel vehicle infrastructure, including electric and hydrogen fueling 
sources, to help meet California’s climate change goals. 
 
The revitalization of America’s infrastructure has long been delayed; OCBC is hopeful that 
you and your colleagues will continue this bill’s momentum and modernize Orange County’s 
infrastructure for generations to come. 
 
For these reasons, OCBC respectfully asks you to vote YES on H.R. 3684. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Ward 
Sr. Vice President of Government Affairs 
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