
 

  

 

  

  
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

   

 

 
 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

   

 
May 18, 2020 
 
The Honorable Michelle Steel 
Chairwoman 
Orange County Board of Supervisors 
333 W. Santa Ana Blvd. 
Santa Ana, California 92701 
 
Subject: California’s Pandemic Roadmap and ReOpen OC Safely 
 
Dear Chairwoman Steel: 
 
Orange County’s business community is struggling as never before.  Our organizations are comprised of 
business members representing every industry sector and millions of jobs essential to a thriving economy 
and high quality of life. 
 
We wish to commend your proactive approach to developing a four-county urban plan for early reopening 
of this regional economy guided by medical and public health criteria and support your efforts to meet 
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with the Newsom Administration to recognize the important regional geographic and demographic 
differences that would enable earlier reopening. We specifically urge your advocacy to Governor Newsom 
to open this county within weeks, not months. 
 
Orange County is unique: low infections, hospital capacity available and now robust testing opportunities 
will enable us to move more quickly through the state’s stages.  We encourage the County to prioritize 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding—whatever it takes—to implement 
measures and programs required to support your efforts for early reopening and allow for state 
certification as required by the Resilience Roadmap with a local variance attestation. 
 
We also pledge to you that we will advocate for your efforts to our leaders in Sacramento, and reiterate to 
them that OC’s numbers are worthy of a modified plan for achievable parameters to enable us to move 
expeditiously to the latter part of Stage 2 of California’s Roadmap to Modify the Stay-at-Home 
Order Guidance to County Governments.  We will also urge our health care providers to increase testing as 
much as possible. 
 
In the meantime, our organizations are working together to encourage businesses to begin planning for 
safe reopening, consistent with the County guidelines, as well as state mandates.  One such resource can 
be found at https://www.ocbc.org/reopenocsafely/. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can be of assistance and further support for your efforts.  Thank 
you again for your leadership to ReOpen OC Safely. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lucy Dunn 
President and CEO 
Orange County Business Council 

 
Todd Ament 
President and CEO 
Anaheim Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Jay Burress 
President & CEO 
Visit Anaheim 

 
Bryan Starr 
President and CEO 
Greater Irvine Chamber 

 
 

 
Dave Elliot 
President/CEO 
Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce 

 
Theresa Harvey 
President & CEO 
North Orange County Chamber 

  

https://www.ocbc.org/reopenocsafely/
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George D. Peppas III 
Chief Executive Officer 
San Juan Capistrano Chamber of Commerce 

 
Carl D. Heft 
President & CEO 
Laguna Hills Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Reuben Franco 
President & CEO 
Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

 
Joe Rasic 
President 
Placentia Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Heidi L. Gallegos 
President/CEO 
Brea Chamber of Commerce 

 
Memory Bartlett 
CEO 
Fountain Valley Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Cindy Spindle 
CEO/President 
Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce 

 
Steve Rosansky 
Present and CEO 
Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce 

 

 
Ashley Johnson, CDME 
President & CEO 
Visit Laguna Beach 

 
Gary Sherwin 
President & CEO 
Visit Newport Beach 

 

 
Barbara Thomas 
CEO 
South Orange County Economic Coalition 

Arlen Flores 
Arlen Flores 
Director of Operations 
San Clemente Chamber of Commerce 

Stephen Armstrong 

Stephen Armstrong  
Co-Founder and President  
Canada-U.S. Business Council of Southern California 

 
Marie Laveaga 
President/CEO 
La Habra Chamber of Commerce 
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Kelly Miller 

Kelly Miller 
President & CEO 
Surf City USA – Visit Huntington Beach 

 
Wendy Haase 
Vice President  
Destination Irvine 

 

Irma Hernandez 
Irma Hernandez 
Executive Director 
Orange Chamber of Commerce  
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Jonny Weston 
President 
Visit Dana Point 

 
Vickie McMurchie 
Executive Director 
Dana Point Chamber of Commerce 

  
 
cc: The Honorable Andrew Do, Vice Chair 
 The Honorable Donald P. Wagner, Supervisor, Third District 
 The Honorable Doug Chaffee, Supervisor, Fourth District 
 The Honorable Lisa A. Bartlett, Supervisor, Fifth District 
 Frank Kim, County Executive Officer 
 Clayton Chau, M.D., Ph.D., OC Health Care Agency Director 
 Nichole Quick, M.D., M.P.H., County Health Officer 
 Robin Stieler, Clerk of the Board 


