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Reflections

An Introduction to Our Devotional Booklet
If you own a Bible, you might notice a stylistic variation: whenever Jesus speaks, the words
appear in the color red. Yes, Jesus is the Word of God made flesh and, consequentially, the
entire Bible could be written in red letters. But red letters are used in the Bible, most especially
in the Gospels, because God’s Son was among us in human flesh at a particular point in history,
eating and drinking, touching and healing, walking…and talking. The words that Jesus speaks in
the Gospels speak to us today in our lives. And the words He speaks are full of INVITATION and
CHALLENGE. Jesus speaks words of INVITATION, to a faith and life that He gives purely out of
His grace. He also speaks words of CHALLENGE, where Jesus loves us too much to leave us
where we are and leads us to where He wants us to be.
How appropriate for the season of Lent. During this 40-day journey of repentance, it is good
for us to be challenged by the words of Jesus in order to “deny yourselves, take up your cross
and follow Him”. But because we cannot do this by our own “reason or strength”, we hear the
words of invitation from Jesus, where He proclaims Good News, encourages us on our journey
and gives us His strength when we are weak. This year, we will look at many of the “red letters”
Jesus speaks in the Gospel of Matthew. In so doing, we will learn from Jesus as His disciples,
follow Him from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday and learn the rhythm of Invitation and
Challenge in the words of Jesus.
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February 26, 2020

Ash Wednesday

Looking Ahead to the Kingdom of Heaven
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.” Matthew 4:17 NIV
Midweek Lenten Worship Services
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
February 26—April 1
Theme: Life Together
2/26 (Ash Wednesday): Life Together: Life’s Better in My Hands!
3/4: Life Together: I’m Being True To Myself!
3/11: Life Together: This Is It???
3/18: Life Together: Who Am I?
3/25 : Life Together: I Can’t Believe in a God who Would…
4/1: Life Together: I Need This…and This…and This…
Lenten Supper Schedule
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
(February 26—April 1st)
School Gymnasium
Free-will offering
Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday, April 9
12:00 Noon & 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 10
12:00 Noon & 7:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the season of Lent, the time when we focus for six weeks
on what our Savior Jesus did for us, while He lived on earth, to prepare us for living with Him in
heaven. But Jesus did not say that all we need to do to inherit eternal life is to believe in
Him. He also told us that we need to "repent". What does that really mean for us?
The dictionary explains that to repent means to "turn from sin." But this is not something we
can do by ourselves, because every one of us is sinful! It is only when we put our true faith in
Jesus, who gave His life to free us from our sins that we can learn to repent.
God gave us ten commandments, as recorded in Exodus 20:3-17, that He demands for us to
obey. Jesus tells us that if one of us breaks even the least of one of these commandments,
that person will be the least in the kingdom of heaven! (See Matthew 5:17-19.)
Have you ever stayed home from church on a Sunday? Have you ever taken something that
belongs to someone else? Or told a lie? Or been envious of what others own, but you do
not? These, and many other actions of ours, are sins! We need to repent -- to admit our sins
to Jesus and to those whom we have sinned against -- and ask Jesus to help us to not commit
those sins again.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, I thank You with all my heart that You love me and died to save me from
my sins. Help me to turn from my sins and grow daily closer to You through Your Word. I really
do look forward to living with You in heaven some day! Amen.
Pamella Christensen

Easter Sunday, April 12
Festival Services
8:00 & 10:45 a.m.
50
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Just the Beginning

A Fishy Story
And He said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."
Matthew 4:19 ESV
A brief history of my life at St. John's Lutheran Church: my husband, Ken, and I, and our son
Dean, moved into our home in La Grange on September 1, 1968. We visited churches in the
area and chose St. John's because they had a school. Reverend Gerken was the pastor, who
must have noticed my distress, and invited me to take communion one Sunday. This was the
beginning of my journey at St. John's. I, along with Bob Grimm, began attending membership
classes with Pastor Gerken. On Father's Day of 1970 I was confirmed into the Lutheran faith. I
thank God that Pastor Gerken was a fisher of men, and invited me to join in the communion
table. So many members were so kind to me, inviting me to join committees and
activities. That was the beginning of me becoming a fisher of men, along with my fellow
fishermen.
If Jesus called you, could you drop everything and everybody and just go? The disciples had no
problem dropping their fishing nets and following Jesus. What must they have felt to accept
Jesus' invitation to become fishers of men? We, as a congregation, are fishers of men. Every
time we help someone who needs something from a top shelf in the grocery store, or to help
someone bail out a flooded basement, or go down south and help rebuild someone's stormdamaged home, we show our love and concern. These acts of kindness for our fellow man are
demonstrations of our faith. Faith is action.
If you are feeling afraid about approaching someone to tell them about Jesus, don't be. Jesus
has sent the Holy Spirit to be with us and guide us, as He did with the disciples, To paraphrase
Luke 24: 36-49: It is important for us to understand that because we have been clothed with
power from on high, we are able to share the saving grace of Christ with others, trusting that
He is with us, lighting the way, and directing our path, and giving us the words to say.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, how grateful we are that You are always with us and help us to do
Your will of pointing others to Christ. Amen.

Marie A Fukar
4

Easter Sunday

April 12, 2020

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20 ESV
We want you to put yourself in the shoes of the disciples for a second. It must have been an
absolutely crazy time for them! Going from having your mentor, leader and friend being
worshipped as he entered into Jerusalem, to him being crucified on the cross and then being
raised from the dead three days later, to only now say he’s leaving again to go to heaven?
Imagine how overwhelmed and panicked they must have felt! The man who led them, guided
them, instructed them and did so many amazing things in the midst of the broken world was
going back to heaven, leaving them to continue his work. If we had been in their shoes, we
know we would have felt overwhelmed with this grand calling. But the end of Jesus’ time on
earth never meant the end to his ministry; rather, it was just the beginning.
Jesus promises to be “with [us] always, to the end of the age”. One of the biggest ways He is
present is through his Word! In these past forty days, we’ve been going through the red letters
of Jesus, reading the actual words that Jesus spoke. Isn’t it so amazing how the Lord speaks
directly to us through His Word? And now, even though we are at the end of His red letters,
they are really just a beginning. Jesus is calling His disciples...ALL of us...into the world to share
His love! This is what we are called to do! Not to bring each other down, not to put ourselves
first, but to LOVE as He first loved us, and to show that love to the entire world, that they all
may know Jesus. The last words of Jesus sum up everything He has been speaking to us: Love
Make disciples who make disciples … The Holy Spirit with us to guide and direct us. We’re
ready are you?
Prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank you for the immense truth and wisdom you give us through your
“red letters” in the Bible. Help us to show your amazing love to the rest of the world by going
out and fulfilling your commission. Help us daily to “make disciples of all nations” and continue
to stay rooted in Your Word. Amen.
Grace & Melissa Roberts
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The Sign of Jonah

February 28, 2020

Pride versus Humility

“For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” Matthew 12:40 ESV
At this point in Matthew, Jesus had begun his ministry — calling his disciples, preaching to
crowds, and performing miracles. The Pharisees had criticized Jesus many times for various
acts, such as associating with tax collectors and for healing on the Sabbath. The Pharisees were
conspiring to destroy him.
On this occasion, wanting to trap Jesus in some way, the Pharisees asked Jesus to give them a
sign, to prove that he was the Messiah. Jesus did not perform for them, but oh, what a sign He
gave them…He gave them the sign of the prophet Jonah, the sign of his own resurrection!
Jonah was “three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish” (Jonah 1). Life can get
dark sometimes, can’t it? Literally in Jonah’s case, but figuratively, life gets dark, too. We have
experienced a bit of this in our own lives — job loss, family strife, and, most recently, when a
loved one was admitted to the emergency room late one night. There were several days of
worry before things were well again. Health scares, societal unrest, epidemics…these are all
dark realities of this world.
What kept Jonah going in his darkness? Faith. Jonah prayed in the belly of the fish (Jonah 2).
He acknowledged that, “salvation belongs to the Lord”. Jonah was as good as dead on his own,
but God kept him safe, and brought him to dry land, to pursue God’s plan for him.
God has a plan for us, too. Amidst the darkness of this world, we have faith in Christ’s
resurrection! At the end of the age, we will experience a heavenly life with our Lord. What
comfort this gives us!

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3 ESV
One of the most tangible and memorable Bible stories from my childhood is the description of
the Pharisee and the tax collector praying. In my mind, the Pharisee is putting on a show,
probably dressed to the nines, very proudly boasting about what a great Christian he is and
how he has achieved a desirable spiritual level. On the other hand, we have the tax collector,
very subtly praying, perhaps in the corner, humbly asking for God’s grace and mercy. One
envisions their clothing and demeanor in stark contrast, with one conspicuous and flashy and
the other maintaining a meek, low profile. Even as a child, it was such an important example
of pride v. humility.
How often do we as church going, Bible studying Christians feel pride at our own holiness and
Christian virtue? And isn’t this spiritual pride desirable? In the first verse of the beatitudes,
Christ calls for us to be “poor in spirit.” This can seem confusing, as we ponder why spiritual
poverty can be desirable. Shouldn’t we have pride in our commitment to our faith, our
knowledge of Christ’s word and our spiritual habits such as prayer? But pride in ourselves is a
slippery slope. Our greatness as Christians can downplay our need for a Savior. We should not
rely on our own understanding and knowledge. As is often said, “it’s not about us.” It is about
Christ and His great gift to us! It’s only through our humility and self-awareness that we can
accept the gift of salvation that Christ gives us and realize that it is undeserved. Our need for a
Savior ensures that we are sustained by Christ and not ourselves.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank you for the great gift of your Son and our salvation. Help me to
be sustained by you and your Word. Amen
Julie Wilkens

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we know that you have a plan for us as we go through our earthly
days, just as you had a plan for Jonah and Jesus. Sometimes we forget or ignore you in the
hustle and bustle of daily living. Thank you for giving us Jesus, who brings us salvation through
his death and resurrection. Keep us strong in faith until we join you in heaven. Amen
Mari and Eric Smith
48
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Mmmmm, Salt

April 10, 2020

Good Friday

Abandoned

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled
under people’s feet.” Matthew 5:13 ESV

And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
Matthew 27:46 ESV

Years ago I was at my mother-in-law’s house for dinner. Unbeknownst to anyone at the table,
she had accidentally bought sodium free ketchup. The red stuff we squirted on our hamburgers
looked like ketchup, but it sure didn’t taste like ketchup. It tasted like nothing. And that’s when
it dawned on me that ketchup obviously has salt in it and that salt makes a big difference in the
flavor.

The dictionary defines the word “forsake” to mean to abandon or to leave (usually at a time of
great need). In the final moments of His life, Jesus cried out from the cross the words in this
passage from Matthew, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” If there was ever a
question in your mind about Jesus’ humanity, this should remove that. Despite the fact that
Jesus accepted what the Father had sent him to do here on earth, and as God, knew the
suffering and humiliation he would experience, His humanness caused Him to question why
his Father would leave Him in such a time of need. Why did God the Father not answer Jesus’
prayers and take action to save Him?

Today we tend to think of salt as a seasoning that brings out flavors in our food, but that was
not the exclusive use of salt in Biblical times. Salt had great value due to its ability to preserve
food. (It was so valuable that Roman soldiers were sometimes paid in salt.) And no
refrigeration at that time led to spoiled food unless salt was used to keep grains and meats
from going bad.
Jesus is telling His disciples, and us, that we are precious to God, our Father. We are as
valuable to Him as salt was to the ancient people. He’s also saying to them, and us, that we are
to have a preserving Godly influence on the world. That is as much of a challenge to us today
as it was to the disciples in Israel. The last sentence is a warning. If we lose our saltiness, in
other words, our Godly preserving qualities for the world, we have no value for God’s kingdom.
We are on a mission for Him.

Most of us will never experience anything close to the emotional and physical torture of a
crucifixion, but all of us have had events in our lives that rattle us to our core. It’s part of being
human in an imperfect world. When accidents, physical injury, serious illnesses, death,
relationship issues, legal problems, etc. happen to us or loved ones and friends, people of
faith inevitably turn to prayer. We ask God to intervene and cause whatever needs to happen
to fix or heal the problems. If things don’t get better, we pray harder thinking that perhaps
God didn’t hear us. As time passes and nothing changes or maybe even worsens, we start
asking God, “why have you forsaken me?”

So how are we going to be salt today? Will our conversations and actions be laced with Godly
flavor? Or will they be bland? Our task is to preserve God’s Word rather than to conform to
this world.

God’s timing and actions are always perfect. The Father didn’t abandon Jesus. He didn’t
intervene because the pain, agony and death Jesus suffered had to happen to fulfill His
mission. God never abandons us either. He will answer our prayers in a way that has a
purpose, and in a timeframe that supports His plan, not always ours.

Prayer: Dear Father, be with our words and actions today so people will see and hear that we
stand with You. Amen

Prayer: Lord God, help me to always turn to you in prayer when I need help and give me the
faith and patience to believe you will respond how and when it supports your plan. Amen

Sue Kunz
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Filled

Under a Bushel or On a Stand

Now as they were eating, Jesus took breads, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to
the disciples, and said “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he
had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
Matthew 26:26-28 ESV

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16 ESV

Do you remember the first time you had the Lord's Supper? Mine was at my confirmation on
Palm Sunday in 1964. For many of you it's been much more recently. How did it make you
feel? I felt very close to Jesus and thankful that I could finally participate in it.
How do you think the disciples felt at that Passover meal on the night Jesus was betrayed?
Bread and wine were common elements at the Seder meal. That was nothing new, but the
meal was over. Now Jesus used these food items in a brand new way. After a blessing he told
them, "Take eat; this is my body," and, "Drink ...for this is my blood of the covenant...poured
out for the forgiveness of your sins." He just told them He was going to die. They must have
had mixed feelings. He had been with them three years during which time they became so
close as they watched and participated with Him in ministry. He couldn't leave them now,
could he? By the next day He would be crucified and their worst fears would come true.
Only afterwards did they remember Jesus’ invitation to eat and drink in remembrance of Him,
and the Christian church has continued to this day. How do you feel now when you receive the
Lord's Supper? Does it remind you that you are being filled with Christ's Body and blood with
believers everywhere? Do you feel the life, healing, comfort, joy, peace and forgiveness being
offered to you? At this altar, our emptiness is filled so we can go out and fill the needs of
others once we leave the walls of the church.
Did I understand all of this at age 13? Not at all, but as the years go by I realize the importance
and impact this means of grace has for my life and yours.
Prayer: Dear Father, thank you for giving us your Son who died for us. Thank you for this
means of grace that fills us up to serve You until we join You and all the saints in heaven. In
Jesus name, Amen.
Lynn Kahl
46

Several years ago, I chose the sixteenth verse as a Bible verse to use as part of a mission trip.
Each person on that trip needed to choose one verse to represent their purpose for going on
the trip. A lot of ‘good work’ was accomplished by many different people during that time on
different levels, from teaching the Gospel to local pastors, sharing Bible school stories and
songs with local kids, addressing medical needs for some, and providing improvements for
living quarters for others. Certainly, the glory had to be our Father’s in heaven since no one on
the trip claimed it, and there was much help from many people who stayed behind.
Even though I chose the verse, I had trouble attributing the light that was shining to be mine as
in, “let your light shine before men.” This was not the first time, nor will it be the last I am sure,
that I was, shall we say, a little slow on the uptake. My understanding came only many months
later when I was doing a daily devotion from Portals of Prayer. The devotion taught me that
the light was provided by Jesus, as He is the light of the world. Thankfully, Christ’s light has
provided the illumination for our salvation through His sacrifice.
But, in the same breath, I also realize that I need to do much more with His light. I need to let
this light shine forth in my daily life so that I treat the homeless with compassion, or the person
who cuts me off in traffic with understanding, instead of my wrath. These steps along with
many other actions will set His light on a stand so that it may give light for all in the house to
see, instead of continuing to take what seems to be the easier way of placing it under a bushel.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank You for sending Your only Son our Lord into our lives to provide
our salvation. Help us to show His light to the rest of the world by doing Your will instead of
hiding His life’s purpose and meaning under the bushel of our own selfish inaction.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Cary Preston
7
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Treasures

3 Strikes and You Are Out?

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21 ESV

Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword
will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at
once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures
be fulfilled, that it must be so?” Matthew 26:52-54 ESV

Earthly treasures are just that – nice stuff to enjoy while we’re here. We are certainly not taking them
with us. The conveniences, pleasures and trophies of this world can vanish very quickly. We have all
experienced the loss of an earthly treasure to one degree or another. All it takes is a serious illness, a
flood, a fire, an accident or a visit to a friend’s wake to remind us that life is fragile. These events are
Jesus’ reminders that these treasures are not going to get us to heaven. We need to be able to let all
these things go without a second thought.

This has always been one of my favorite portions of the passion story. Remember that Peter had
failed to pray with Jesus for just one hour; this was Strike 1. Now, picture Jesus as he throws up his
hands, exhales with a heavy sigh, and then says: OK boys, let’s go.

What are the treasures we should lay up for ourselves in heaven and how do we do that?
I’m sure that is defined somewhat differently for everyone. The pastor of our church in Blue Island said
that you serve God by loving and serving one another. For me, laying up treasures in heaven is taking
care of those around me that I am in a position to help. This week’s Old Testament reading from Isaiah
58, in the context of fasting, confirms this. Isaiah addresses what I believe our behavior needs to be to
lay up treasures in heaven . . . and reminds us the Lord will be there to help as we lay up those treasures.
From Isaiah 58: “Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you.
Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. Share your food with the hungry,
and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives
who need your help. Then your salvation will come like the dawn, and your wounds will quickly heal.
Your godliness will lead you forward, and the glory of the Lord will protect you from behind. Then when
you call, the Lord will answer. `Yes, I am here,’ he will quickly reply.” NLT
A friend of mine advocated for making deposits in what he called, “The Bank of Goodwill”, by doing the
unexpected: An invitation to lunch, flowers for no other reason than to brighten someone’s day,
shoveling a neighbor’s sidewalk, covering for someone at work who has been out caring for sick children
or relatives, anonymously picking up the check for a soldier’s breakfast, etc. Let’s love and serve one
another.
Prayer: Lord, please show me the ways I can love and serve those around me and give me the resolve to
act. Amen
8

Andy Kunz

Jesus is then confronted by Roman soldiers. One of the disciples, Peter, (we find this out from John
18:10), has a moment of bombastic courage. He was willing to take on Roman soldiers and the rest
of the mob with just one sword! This is in true Peter tradition; bombastic, audacious and loudmouthed Peter cuts off a human ear. Yes, one person is going to take on the entire mob!
Have you ever wondered what Jesus was thinking as he saw Peter go off? Probably shaking his
head, fairly embarrassed as Peter was known as his “main man”. Jesus exclaims, “Put your sword
back into its place”! How ridiculous! Jesus has to chastise him; this was strike 2.
Jesus then mentions that he could have 12 legions of powerful angels to protect him, which would
be 72,000 angels! Considering that just one angel killed 185,000 soldiers in one night (2 Kings
19:35), you have to think that this would be pretty good odds for Jesus.
After Peter’s 2nd strike, a few hours later, he denies Jesus a third time. This is Strike 3! Was he a
failure?
With his sword, Peter only cut off one ear, leaving Jesus to clean up the mess. But later on, when he
was filled with the Holy Spirit, he used the Word of God to pierce hearts and minds for God’s glory.
So…how many strikes do you have this week? Do you have a tendency to turn “bombastic” now
and then? Or is your heart filled in that challenge of Jesus, “Be still and know that I am God”?
Prayer: Dear Jesus, we ask you to challenge ourselves in our sinful life, we are given more strikes
than we should be allowed, turn ourselves to you and lead us on the paths of righteousness. Amen.

Pastor Mark Stapleton
45
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PROMISES, PROMISES

The Journey Towards the End Begins

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For this it is written, ’I
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised, up, I
will go before you to Galilee” Matthew 26:31-32 ESV

“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or “What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Matthew 6:31-33 ESV

We all make promises. Spouses promise to love and cherish each other. Parents promise to
make it to their child’s game. Employees promise to get the client. Politicians promise to pass
certain laws. We even make promises to ourselves: “I’m never doing that again!” While it’s
easy to make a promise, it can be hard to keep one. And the fallout from a broken promise can
be devastating, even life-altering.
As Jesus and His disciples make their way to the Garden of Gethsemane, promises are made.
Jesus promises that the disciples will fall away when He is arrested. Peter promises that even if
all the other disciples fall away, He would never fall away. Jesus, in response, promises the
Peter will deny Him three times before the rooster crows. We know how this story goes. Jesus
keeps His promises; Peter does not.
But that is not the only promise Jesus makes. He promises that after His death on the cross, He
would rise from the dead. We know how this story goes. Jesus keeps His promises, even if we
cannot.
So often we make promises to God: “I’ll never doubt you.” “I’ll never give in to that sin again.”
“I’ll follow your will and walk in your ways.” We know how the story goes. We don’t keep our
promises; we doubt, we sin, we stray. But that’s when Jesus makes promises of His own: “I will
always forgive you.” “I will lead you and guide you.” “I will always be with you.” And when
Jesus dies on the cross and rises from the dead, He keeps His promises. No matter how many
promises we fail to keep to Him and others, Jesus ALWAYS keeps His promises. “If we are
faithless, He remains faithful…” (2 Timothy 2:13)
Prayer: Lord Jesus, forgive us when we break our promises and give us faith to trust in the ones
You keep. Amen.
Pastor Ben Roberts

As we go through life our worries go through changes. As teens we may worry about school,
friends, and peer pressure. As young adults we may worry about what are we going to do with
our life, finances, or making the right choices. As parents we may worry about our children,
finances, buying a house, or our spouse’s happiness. As middle age comes around, we worry
about if we are putting enough away for retirement, our children, grandchildren, caring for
elderly parents. It seems we have endless worries.
Matthew 6:31-33 reminds us that as Christians we know all good things come from our
heavenly Father. God provides for all our needs. As sinners we doubt God’s Word. We worry.
Some of us may read our daily horoscopes or go to fortune tellers looking for answers of what
the future holds for us. God is the One who gives us the answer to take away our doubt,
anxiety, and worry. Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
will be given you.
Not only does our heavenly Father care for us in our daily lives, but also our eternal lives. He
sent His son to be our Savior so that we may have eternal life with Him. As a person who
suffers from anxiety, this passage is one I rely on often. I have it printed out and put it in a
place that I can read it daily. I find that it is at night, when I should be quieting my mind and
saying my prayers, that the devil is working overtime on me. I must fight to keep my anxiety
calm. I have a weapon that I can use in this fight, the Bible! I was given a gift, a prayer box that
I keep by my bed. I can open it and read Bible passages and prayers that will keep me focused
on the Kingdom of God.
Prayer: Dear Lord, I am lifting up all my worries, doubts and concerns to you today. Your love
fills me up with your perfect peace. I will continue to put my hope in you. Amen.

Susan Cappa
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Dear Lord, Give Me What I Want And Make It Snappy!

Jesus Touched Me

"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened." Matthew 7:7-8 KJV

But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has
done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, but you will not
always have me. In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me
for burial. Truly, I say to you, whenever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world,
what she has done will also be told in memory of her. Matthew 26:10-13 ESV

This may be the shortest devotion you've ever read. Pray for the winning Powerball numbers and check
your wallet for a ticket. If you are now a millionaire, congratulations, you're done.
If, like me, you have not won a multi-state lottery, we may need to think about this passage a little
more.
It is important to note that the previous chapter of Matthew records the Lord's Prayer. When Luke
records this instruction (Luke 11:9-10), he also places it shortly after the Lord's Prayer. Jesus taught in
His example prayer that we are to be first and foremost concerned with The Father's will and our place
in it. Only then do we address our physical needs, and as we've discussed the last couple of days, we
only ask for what we need to do God's will today. We spend equal time addressing the spiritual need to
avoid those things which draw us out of the Father's will.
John 14:14 records a similar promise, "If ye ask any thing in My name, I will do it." Jesus continues, (v.
15-16) "If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever..." (v. 26) "...the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, ... shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you." Jesus wraps up this idea in the following chapter (15:7) "If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." John reminds us of this in his
letter (1 John 5:14-15) "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He heareth us: And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we desired of Him."
We note that the distinction between John's Gospel and his letter ought not be a distinction at all. Our
will should be matched to God's will. It is often said that the purpose of prayer is not to change God's
mind but to change ours. The world scoffs at this idea and claims it is an excuse made for unanswered
prayer. It is not. The transformation prayer generates in us is something our Lord taught us from the
beginning.

Mary, like us, was searching for greater meaning in her life. I imagine that she was aware Jesus
was thought to be the promised Messiah by many. Hearing about his miracles and teachings
must have had her asking, “Is He the one to save us?” I feel she did believe he was. She became
overwhelmed with joy and devotion. She met her redeemer and poured expensive perfume on
Jesus in respect and gratitude. Jesus touched Mary’s heart.
Like Mary, I was searching for more meaning in my life, too. Though I had a beautiful wife and
two children, there was something missing. I went to church often and believed in God. It
seemed to me that I would have to wait till I died to meet and become overwhelmed in the
presence of my Savior. There had to be more to God to experience now on earth! I needed
Jesus now. After a time of unemployment, I started reading the Bible. I quickly realized many
of us do not love God or ourselves and neighbors. I asked for the grace and faith to love Him.
Believing that Jesus’ sacrifice allowed me to approach his Father, I spent time with God. My
faith started to increase and a genuine relationship started to flourish.
I can feel God’s presence with me now. Like Mary, I am overwhelmed by the Lord’s love, joy
and holiness. I truly love Jesus – more every day! I want to be with him eternally for I am in
love. I know why I am. To love and be loved by God.
Prayer: Lord, please open our hearts to You so we all can fall in love with You. Amen.
Paul Connor

Prayer: Holy Spirit, please correct my heart and mind so that my will is bent to the Father's will, today
and every day to come. Amen.

Jon Fredrickson
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A Red Carpet Event

What is Your House Built On?

“Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to
fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold,
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal
of a beast of burden.’ ” Matthew 21:2-5 ESV

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man
who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the
rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like
a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of
it.” Matthew 7:24-27 ESV

My family loves academy awards season. We love to see movies and watch as many of the
nominated films as we can in the weeks before the event. Then, we gather early on the night
of the big awards to catch all the stars arriving on the red carpet and comment on what they
are wearing. We love the limos and the gowns and the fanfare surrounding this event. Even
when we’re not all together, we text comments about what the participants are wearing, what
they say, and who should have won.
When Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly, as a king on Palm Sunday, it should have been
such a “red carpet” event. It’s easy to picture him in royal clothing, perhaps riding on a horse,
surrounded by an entourage. Instead, specific instructions were given to procure the colt of a
donkey on which he rode. This was prophesied in Zechariah. Jesus knew everything that lay
ahead for him, betrayal, mocking, humiliation and death, and yet he chose to come publicly
into the city. Even more surprisingly, He came on a beast of burden, to fulfill this prophesy.
Not with glitz and glamor, but with gentleness and humility. This entry into Jerusalem has
been called the triumph of Christ by some. It was in fact a triumph of pride over grandeur and
poverty over affluence. He came to deliver himself to his murderers and pay the price for our
sins. Our Savior humbled himself to ultimately ransom our souls.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank you for the great gift of your Son, who humbled himself for us.
May we humble ourselves for others and choose pride over grandeur, and meekness over
conceit. May we always remember your great sacrifice. Amen
Madeline Wilkins

These verses are very valuable to the Christian life. There is much more to them than a simple
children’s song with lively actions that we all learned when we were little.
No matter what our house looks like on the outside, it will face storms. What are the storms
your house, your life, is facing?
Are you in financial crisis? Are you struggling with health issues? Is a loved-one’s illness or
death of great distress to you?
We all face these types of storms at different times in our lives. What is most important for all
of us to ask ourselves when we are hit with these storms is “What is our house, our life, built
on? Flimsy materials and a cracked foundation, or strong materials and a solid foundation?”
If we are relying on ourselves and our own wisdom, that is foolishness. If we are relying on
others words of advice and encouragement, that is foolishness. If we are relying on the
knowledge of this world, that is foolishness.
Let us turn to Christ our Rock and Sure Foundation in times of trouble and storms
.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, We praise you for being our rock and foundation when we face the
storms of life. Help us to always turn to you in these difficult times rather than rely on
ourselves or others. Thank you for your grace and wisdom. Amen.

Tom Wykert
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Faithfilled
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Do, When You Have the Opportunity

“And He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?’” Matthew 8:26 ESV
I must admit that I felt relieved when I read the above passage. After all, if the disciples who
were closest to Jesus felt fear, then shouldn’t that justify me when I doubt and fear? I for one
am terrified of water. Getting me to board a boat is a real feat even when family and friends
tell me it will be an enjoyable experience. NOT! So, yes, I can definitely understand the
disciples’ fear being in a boat experiencing high winds and waves-I would be terrified.
Then why is it ok for me to feel fear and yet question the disciples’ fear? It is difficult to point
a finger at them and question their faith. True, we never met Jesus face to face and physically
walked with Him, but we have learned to know Him through His Word-that should be enough
to assure us He will take care of us in all circumstances.
All of us at some time or another will question and doubt. This rears its ugly head when we
are faced with trials and pain. We question why God would allow tragedy to strike. Where is
God? Doesn’t He care? Why doesn’t He stop it?
That’s when we need to rap ourselves on the head-reminding us HE is in charge. Our faith
falters and we find ourselves questioning God’s love and power. We, too, have become like
the disciples and are asked, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?”
Our lives will be filled with troubles of some sort or another. Will we question or doubt?
Definitely! It’s extremely difficult going through rough times. What we have to remember is
we are not going through things alone. Will our problems immediately be solved and pain
erased like the wind and the waves? Probably not. But we have Jesus holding us up. We put
our trust in Him who promises to be with us.
Prayer: Have no fear, little flock: Have no fear, little flock, For the Father has chosen to give
you the Kingdom; Have no fear, little flock. Amen. Lutheran Service Book p.735, vs. 1

“And the King will answer, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40 ESV
As I read this verse, I look back at my career in the fire service and think about all the times
that we assisted those in need. Not always did we want to take care of some of the poorer
individuals, but we did it as part of the vocation we were called into, and in the end we did it
out of compassion for their situation. We were not above anyone else, but we were the ones
there when the cry for help came out. I have also experienced this while going on youth
mission trips and HOPE Teams for hurricane relief. Serving those in their time of need does
something to you which you don’t feel at other times in your life. God calls all of us to be
there when we see the least of these in need and to respond with a helping hand and not
detour to the other side of the road. We are to love everyone and what better way to show
that than by reaching out to those in need even with the littlest of things. You never know
when your effort might be just what that person needs to be brought into the family of God.
Isn’t this what we are called to do? Take up that cross and follow in Jesus’ footsteps to serve
others. So, don’t wait; do unto the least of your brothers or sisters and show them the love
that Jesus has shown you! When the next opportunity comes, know that you are not alone,
God is with you. Reach out to those in need. You will not only be helping them, but you will
feel the Spirit of God working within you and what a feeling it is!
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we ask that you keep our eyes open to opportunities to serve
others and help us to not turn away, but to follow in your footsteps. We thank you for giving
us those chances to shine your light on the least of your children and to show them the love
that comes from you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Gary Mayor

Sharon Broz
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Shepherding the Lambs

Are You a Sinner or a Pharisee?

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on
his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the King will say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’” Matthew 25:31-34 NIV

But when he heard it, he said, ”Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ’I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew 9:12-13 ESV

31

This parable is told to the12 about the time of judgment, using the sheep and goats analogy to
refer to all of us. Jesus is charging the disciples to be the shepherds, to care for the herds of
sheep as well as goats; both are mixed together (us). The goats are wanderers, nonbelievers,
and sometimes our persecutors. The sheep stay, are believers, followers of Jesus, and they will
inherit God’s kingdom.
To me, jumping out from this parable is our responsibility as shepherds to the sheep, lambs,
goats, kids, and other shepherds. We are charged as shepherds to care for all of them. They are
our families, friends, and community.
As a shepherd, I try to lead by example, actions, and interactions. I have been blessed with a
Small Group, which builds each other up through Bible study topics, then applies them to our
lives, and prays for each other, our children, friends, family, and the goats in our lives.
Sometimes the goats turn out to be lost sheep that need help.
More important is the shepherding of our children, the lambs. Barb & I have a chance weekly
with Sunday school, monthly with the Kindergarten class and Mrs. Roberts, and each summer,
to be a part of the community and neighborhood outreach with Vacation Bible School.
Closing thought: How, When, Where can we be better shepherds?

Jesus spoke these words to the Pharisees when they questioned Him after He had dinner with
Matthew and other tax collectors and sinners. My first reaction is “Thank you Jesus!” for
humbling yourself to become one of us; for accepting and showing love to us – even as we
continue to sin daily. Thank you for coming to rescue us from our sin! Jesus will not reject us
because of our sinful condition, bad choices, and failures but rather He embraces us. He meets
us right where we are – in the midst of our sinfulness – and He invites Himself to commune
with us. He doesn’t even make us come to Him – He comes to us! Grace. Love. Forgiveness.
But sometimes, I confess, I have to identify with the Pharisees. Do you ever hear your inner
voice being critical of others or judging their actions? Do you question the choices people
make or think “I would never have done that”? It’s so much easier to point out the sins of
others than to look at our own sins.
Whenever I get on my “high horse”, something usually happens to knock me right off of it. And
fortunately, when that happens, Jesus is right there, inviting me back to commune with Him.
He’s ready to give me grace and forgiveness and another chance to try again. That’s why He
came – to call the sinners. He desires mercy and that’s just what we sinners need!
Prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank you for living among us and for becoming one of us. Forgive us,
especially when we fail to see our own sins because we are too busy looking for it in others.
Thank you for taking our sins upon yourself and rescuing us from our sin. Amen
Holly Hackelberg

Prayer: May these words be a blessing for you and to the lives you touch as shepherds. Amen
Jim Paulsen
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Wanted: Harvesters – NOW!

Do Your Best

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38 ESV

‘Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in
managing small amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share
my happiness!’ Matthew 25:21 GNB

Since our daughter attended the University of Illinois, we traveled many times down to
Champaign/Urbana to visit her. We still make these trips as she is now living and working in
“C/U”. We especially enjoy the trips in the fall not only for the football games but also while
driving through Illinois farmland we get to see the farmers harvesting their bean and corn
crops. With modern farm equipment, the task is still difficult work but not nearly as much work
as it was years ago. Often, farmers needed help from their neighbors to complete the harvest,
especially when weather caused the harvest timeframe to shrink.
As Jesus went from town to town preaching and healing, he saw the masses of people who
needed a Savior. He had compassion on them and he saw them as “sheep without a
shepherd” (v.36). The first instruction that Jesus gives to his disciples, and to us, is to pray
earnestly for the lost – (“Fields are white and harvests waiting,…”). He is also asking us to pray
for the workers needed for the harvest – (“..who will bear the sheaves away?” LSB 826). We
pray that the Lord will do the sending and He has assured us that He will equip us for the
harvest. We must also pray and ask God to give us each a heart for service and to show the
ways we can be workers in his harvest. We should then examine our own circumstances and
listen to God’s call for us to serve. Is it a calling at St. John’s to serve in the church or school, is
it an opportunity to cook a meal and visit a sick friend, can we donate to or volunteer at a local
charity? As Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.” Pray then that the
Lord of the Harvest will move each of our hearts to serve according to his will.
Prayer: Dear Lord, Show us the way to be “harvesters” for You and your kingdom and give us
hearts to serve and share your love. Amen.
Rick Lange

In this parable Jesus tells us to be faithful over everything we are given, whatever we have
been given, even if it is a little. In this case ‘Talents’ had been given to servants. These are
monetary units, but when I was little, I always thought of our skills and abilities when I heard
this. Perhaps we should consider them as both possessions and talents of other kinds. These
are the gifts of God and we should use His gifts to us to serve Him in the best way we are able.
The motto of the Cub Scouts is, “Do Your Best”. Scouting has been a lifetime experience for
me. That simple motto meant a lot to me and I tried to do as the motto said.
In Cub Scouts there is a competition called the Pinewood Derby. It is a miniature version of the
soapbox derby, down an incline, and each Scout makes his own car. The cars are hand carved
of balsa wood and take a good amount of time to make. In my first attempt, the wheels fell off
of my car in the first round. Sadly, I HAD done my best. The next year I did my best again, and
finished all of the rounds and came in fifth. The last time I was eligible, the next year, I once
again, did my best and was this time rewarded with Second Place. It was not the best, but I did
“my best”, and was rewarded.
If we serve the Lord to the best of our ability, and use our talents to His glory, we can please
Him and serve others as well. One of the other servants in this parable was afraid to fail and
did nothing to use his gift. He hid it and this displeased the master. Do not be afraid and DO
YOUR BEST!
Prayer: Lord, we thank you for all the gifts you give us to use to Your glory. Give us willingness
to serve You and Your church in the best ways we are able. Let us return these gifts to you

thankfully. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Mark Behnke
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Change Happens

Just What Are You Worth?

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”
Matthew 24:35 ESV

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” Matthew 10:29-31 ESV

When I was young, I lived in a nice little house with my parents, my two older sisters, and our
cat. I was quite comfortable and happy with this situation, until one day when I was about six
years old. My dad gathered his three daughters together to tell us that he was leaving for
California, which was a LONG way away from Illinois, and that he wasn’t going to be living with
us anymore. That day, our world changed forever. Maybe you have had a similar situation in
your life. One moment, everything seems to be going along just fine, and the next moment…
Wham! Life can change in a heartbeat, and it often leaves us feeling lost and alone, shaken
and afraid.
I wonder how Jesus’ disciples felt when Jesus announced that the world in which they were
living would one-day change dramatically. It must have been quite unsettling to hear that,
“Heaven and earth will pass away”. However, the story didn’t end there. Jesus’ next words to
them were those of assurance! He reminded his disciples that his, “words will not pass away.”
What comfort they must have felt that even in the instability of this life, they could always rely
on God’s Word! Every word that God has spoken since the beginning of time is true, and will
last for eternity. Jesus’ words are also to be trusted; they are more permanent than even the
most “permanent” things we can experience in this life. What He has spoken will come to
pass.
Let us always remember that we can turn to God’s Word at any time, in any situation, with
confidence that He will guide us through all of life’s twists and turns. He loves us so much that
He gave his one and only Son to save us from our sins. Through all of life’s changes, remember
that God never changes. He is the same today as He was in the beginning. Feel comfort in
knowing that today and every day.
Prayer: Dear Lord, we often feel lost and alone, shaken and afraid. When life suddenly
changes, remind us of your constant, unfailing love, especially through your beloved Son, Jesus.
Amen.
Nancy Mayor
38
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A PBS television show that I like to watch is “Antiques Roadshow.” For this show, people bring
in a valued item from home to show appraisers who will give their best estimate of what the
item is worth. Some items are quite worthless, while others are deemed to be of value, and
the appraiser will quote a price that the item may bring “at auction”. The value is not in the
item per se, but it is in what someone is willing to bid for it at auction. The owner may put it up
for auction only to find that no one will raise a bid to the optimistic number that the appraiser
mentioned.
But aren't we more than just our possessions; just what are we worth? Is our value in what
someone is willing to pay for us? Does that depend on our knowledge, skills, education,
athletic ability, age, appearance or popularity? Does our earning ability make us more
valuable? You might have an idea of a dollar figure of your value if you've ever purchased
insurance.
Regardless of how the world looks at our worth, I would rather be content with how Jesus
assesses my value. He tells us not to worry, as He knows and cares about all creation, from the
sparrows to humans. He has the whole picture, both large and small (the hairs of our head, for
example). We could picture Jesus saying in today’s slang “No worries! I've got this!” He
reassures both the followers He addressed then and us today that we are of more value to Him
than any number of sparrows. Our worth in His eyes does not depend on who we are and what
we can do. And He promises it will not change!
Jesus knew the going price of sparrows, and He also knew what the going price for each of us
would eventually be. That price would be His very life! Thanks be to God!
Prayer: Dear Jesus, we praise and thank you for your unconditional care and love. Thank you
for the great price you paid for each of us on the cross, for our forgiveness and life with you
eternally. Amen
Barb Paulsen
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Losing Your Life to Gain It
“Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find
it.” Matthew 10:39 NIV
Some may interpret this passage literally as referring to giving up one’s physical life and
certainly that would not be wrong. Almost all the apostles were martyred and there are many
martyrs to the faith in this modern age (see voiceofthemartyrs.com). In Revelation, these
martyrs are rewarded with a special place in the throne room of the Lamb. But I believe that
the essence of losing your life is relinquishing control of your life and giving control to God and
certainly martyrdom is the ultimate example.
Maybe we are destined to martyrdom, but what if we are not; how does one lose one’s life for
Jesus’ sake? A verse that guides me is Proverbs 3:5: Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own understanding. (KJV). I actually prayed this verse one morning before
leaving for work about 18 years ago. When I arrived at work, the chief surgeon had left a note
on my desk asking to speak with me. “Ok, Lord, what is this all about?” I was afraid I was in
some sort of trouble. Actually, I was asked to apply for the open manager position. I had
never considered going into management, didn’t want to work full time or give up clinical
work. But it’s not MY life. I went forward trusting in His divine wisdom and it has been a real
blessing. Finding your life means letting go of it and finding a new life in Jesus Christ and
working for His Kingdom.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we all naturally tend towards controlling our lives and leaning
on our own understanding instead of losing our lives for Jesus’ sake. Help us to learn to trust in
Your perfect plan for ourselves and to lose our own lives for Your Church and the Kingdom of
Your Son, Jesus. In His name we pray, Amen.
Gwen Enokian
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LOVE in a Troubled World
“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be
hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away, and betray one
another, and hate one another and because wickedness is multiplied, most men’s love
will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end will be saved.” Matthew 24:13 RSV
The Rev. Luis Gregorio Coronado, a pastor of the Lutheran Church of Venezuela, a partner church
of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) was found murdered in December 2019 after being
reported missing several days before. Pastor Coronado disappeared on Dec. 14 while taking public
transportation to visit members of his congregation. His body was found Dec. 16.
He was
murdered in a burglary gone wrong…betrayed by an unemployed man desperate for money whom
he tried to help by giving employment. Coronado left behind a wife and three children, as well as
his congregation of over 20 years, Iglesia Luterana Fuenta de Vida (Fountain of Life Lutheran
Church) in Puerto Ordaz, Venezuela. He was the second-longest tenured pastor in the ILV and
maintained a school through his congregation.
This is another example, among many, of someone spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ who
has been persecuted for what he/she believes. It is important to read more of what Matthew 24
says. Jesus is sitting on the Mount of Olives and his disciples approach him and ask what will be the
sign of His coming? In verses 9 and 10 Jesus says “you will be hated by all nations and many will be
turned away from the faith and will betray and hate each other.” We are living in a world of full of
trials and tribulations, wickedness, many distractions, and temptations and Jesus says that our
world will not change. There will be death, relationships will end, and there will be natural
disasters in the world. However, while there may not be any direct physical evidence of God’s LOVE
for us or a VISUAL miracle, we can show God’s love to one another. God’s love will be seen in
acts of love like that of Pastor Coronado.
So how do we endure all of this doom and gloom? We will endure, but only if we believe and trust
in how much God loves us. We will “stand firm to the end and will be saved” v. 13
Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thank you for your constant and enduring love no matter what. We live
in a world full of temptations and distractions. Please continue to be our guide. Amen.

Rebecca Schiltz
37

Invitation and Challenge in the Words of Jesus

Invitation and Challenge in the Words of Jesus
March 30, 2020

March 11, 2020

Humility is Hard

Go and Tell

greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” Matthew 23:11-12 ESV

And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are
raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who
is not offended me.” Matthew 11:4-6 ESV

“The

Jesus turned the world upside down on arrival. When he spoke, he angered the Pharisees, the
elite teachers, and caused a fury of excitement among the people. It’s natural that Jesus’
message about humility was a hard lesson, counter to the culture of that time. The Pharisees
were a perfect example of the pride and arrogance Jesus was warning against – they were so
elevated in society, so self-assured and self-sufficient, that they failed to comprehend Jesus’
words. They were the elite in their world, so admired, so proud of themselves and their
accomplishments, that being humble was completely foreign to their mindset.
It is easy to be critical of the Pharisees for their superior attitude, but we need to examine our
own hearts as we listen to Jesus’ words. Our comfortable, pleasure-seeking, self-oriented
culture has great trouble digesting Matthew 23. Jesus’ words are stern and unfriendly to the
world view that we can make it on our own. We are all about ourselves and about what we
can do, not about God and what he alone can do. We need to set aside the personal clutter of
our lives in order to focus on Christ and his saving power. When we humble ourselves and
allow Jesus to transform our lives, he prepares a place in his heavenly kingdom for us, an
exalted position that only he can bestow.
During this season of Lent, we need to recall these words of Jesus and pray for a humble and
open heart, always remembering that he is the author of our faith and the reason for our hope
(1 Peter 3:15).
We Pray: Father, you are our only hope. We come before you in humility, praising and thanking
you for our salvation. Give us humble hearts each day, open to the work of the Holy Spirit in our
lives. Amen
Dalyne Shinneman

Have you ever known someone with such charisma that everyone wants to be near him or her? My
younger brother Steve possessed such a charismatic personality. Somewhere in the middle of six kids, he
was the only one of us who had blue eyes, and ringlets of white blond hair. His personality proved
unique as well, and in adulthood, he was everyone’s best friend and everyone’s favorite uncle. He’d host
regular parties, would play guitar and sing for his guests, and he made everyone feel as if they were a
special part of his life. Perhaps you have known someone such as my brother Steve.
Sadly, eighteen years ago, my thirty-four-year-old brother Steve died, four years after a leukemia
diagnosis. In one of my final conversations with my brother, when he could have complained of his
circumstances, all he could talk about was the mercy and grace given to him through Jesus Christ. He
shared that message with everyone with whom he spoke.
As sinful human beings, we often take the people in our lives for granted. It amazes me that Jesus would
even have to tell his disciples to “Go and tell.” They lived in the presence of more than a charismatic
human. They lived in the presence of God incarnate, as he fulfilled all righteousness. I love to tell others
about my brother, who inspired me in so many ways. More than that, I love to tell of Jesus, who lived
and died for all.
We are truly blessed to have been given the gift of faith in Jesus. We are truly blessed to have
recognized the miracles that God has provided in our own lives. I take the example of my brother to
recognize that I can affect others through my words and actions, and what better effect can we have on
others than to bring them the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Prayer: Dear Lord, Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit which has created faith in us. Help us Lord to
recognize the many opportunities we have to share our faith and joy with those around us. In Jesus’
Name, Amen

Dawn Starr
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Reflections

Give It To God
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”.
Matthew 11:28-30 NIV
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Sometimes we
could feel burdened, hopeless and down. This may cause us to feel restless and on edge. We
may experience things such as depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder, or any other
forms of mental illness due to these feelings. We need to go to God with all of our many
burdens. We need to go to God when we feel weary and tired. God can free us of any worries
or troubles we might have as long as we go to him for help when we need it.
“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls.” We can learn from Jesus’ many teachings and parables. We can and
will learn about what he did and how he lived his life for his Father. God is a loving, kind, and
gentle God. He is always going to be there for us no matter what. He forgives us and helps us
through our struggles even when others do not. We will definitely need him throughout our
entire lives.
“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” God delivers us from burdens and weariness.
God’s love has helped us through so many things. His love has helped us in school, work, family
matters, sickness and health, and so much more. God does not fully take away all burdens
because without burdens we would not be the same, but he helps us deal with them. Our
burdens are heavy, but if we share a yoke with God, he will take our burdens for us. At the end
of the day, we lay our burdens to the side and we rest.
Prayer: Dear Lord, Help me to lay all my troubles on you so that I may rest. Give me the ability
to let you take my burdens just as your Son took our sins. Amen.
Jordyn Krezel and Lealani Presa

“And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: ‘I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the
living.” Matthew 22:31-32 ESV
I randomly chose the envelope for this devotion not knowing the passage God led me to reflect on.
It really hits home for me because of the recent news I received regarding my health. In November
I found out I have a tumor inside my stomach. I have had radiation treatment and am now going
through chemotherapy. This news has caused me to take the time to reflect on the blessings in my
life, especially my wife, children, granddaughters, family, and church.
I know that it is not easy when you receive serious news like this, but I have chosen to look to God’s
Word, especially thinking of Paul in Philippians Chapter 1:21: “For to me to live is Christ and to die is
gain.” I look at it as a win-win situation. I know God will answer the prayers to remove the cancer
from my body. Either here while I am still on earth, or in my new body I will have in heaven, cancerfree. If I am healed here, then He is not finished with my praise and testimony of His love for me
and you. If it is my time to go to heaven, then I will receive the ultimate blessing and peace.
The song “Even If” by MercyMe truly speaks to me and has helped me during this time of
uncertainty. I encourage you to listen to it.
“I know You’re able and I know You can
Save through the fire with Your mighty hand,
But even if You don’t, my hope is You alone.
I know the sorrow and I know the hurt
Would all go away if You’d just say the word
But even if You don’t, my hope is You alone
You’ve been faithful, You’ve been good
All of my days
Jesus, I will cling to you
Come what may, Cause I know You’re able
I know you can.”

Prayer: Dear Father, may we reflect on your great love for us. Amen
Richard Buss
18
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The Best Party is Yet to Come

March 13, 2019

Who is your mother and who is your brother?

“For many are called, but few are chosen.” Matthew 22:14 ESV
Do you get excited to talk about Jesus? When the opportunity presents itself, do you embrace
it, or do you run? There have been times when I am all on fire for the Gospel, and there have
been times when my fire is under a bushel. One Christmas, my sister and I got into some
trouble because we had taken a Muslim girl to church and her dad was not too happy about
that, while her mom was okay with it. We felt like we were in the middle of that family
argument, but we were so excited that she wanted to learn more about God and His love for
her. God says that standing up for Him will not always easy, but it is something we are called to
do.
Matthew 22 begins with a parable about a king who sends out invitations for his son’s wedding,
and after the first round, no one comes to the wedding feast. The servants who sent out the
invitations were also mistreated. The King gets upset and has his servants go out and invite
anyone they could find. This time the hall was filled with guests. The king represents God, the
son represents Jesus, and the wedding feast is Heaven. The first invitation was for the Jews
who did not accept Jesus and the second invitation was for everyone. We have accepted our
invitation by accepting Jesus as our Lord and Savior. And, just like when we get all excited when
receiving an invitation to a really cool party, we tell our friends about it. Now we get to pass
out invitations to others and pray they will accept it too. It is not our job to make the decision
for them; that is all up to the work of the Holy Spirit. All we can do is hand them the invitation,
no matter the hardship it make take.
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for sending your son, Jesus, to die for us so that we may go to the
wedding feast! Amen!
Kirsten Smith

But he (Jesus) replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my
brothers?” And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my
brother and sister and mother.” Matthew 12:48-50 ESV
On holidays and other special days throughout the year, we get together with our families, our
parents, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters. This is our earthly family, which we had no
power to choose. If we did have that choice, would you have chosen these people to be your
family?
In Matthew, while Jesus was talking to the crowd, He was told that his mother and brothers
were standing outside and wished to speak with him. He told that person that his real brothers
were his disciples; He chose those people because they followed the will of his Father.
When Jesus was looking for men to follow him, they would be told to leave everything they
owned and everyone they knew, including their families, behind. They were not able to bring
anything with them. These men had great faith that the family they left behind would be
replaced with believers in Christ. Imagine if Jesus came up to you today and asked you to leave
everything and everyone and to follow him. Could you do it, or would you first have to call
someone and tell them where you were going? Would you need to text someone first, would
you send a selfie or check in and update your new location? In the Bible when Jesus said, “follow
me”, you did; He wanted you to be with your true brothers and sisters.
How great would it be to be chosen by Jesus and live your earthly life surrounded by true
believers in Christ, spreading His word, and then be reunited with your earthly family in heaven.
This would truly be the best of both worlds.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, please help me to recognize and accept those around me that are
believers in your will as my brothers and sisters. Amen
Thomas J. Braun
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THE CHURCH

Christ Our Master Cornerstone

“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” Matthew 13:31-32 ESV

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’?” Matthew 21:42 ESV

Many things start out small and grow into a larger worldwide presence. For example, McDonald’s
started as a hamburger stand in Des Plaines, Illinois; Hewlett Packard started in a garage; even my dad
started his company in the basement of our house in the mid 1960’s. Dad’s company, although not as
large as the previously mentioned businesses, is still well known in the industry we serve throughout the
world. So it was with the early church where Christians would meet in their homes and worship the Lord.
I have noticed in my own Bible study that the Lord takes someone or something that is small or
insignificant and makes it great. As in today’s parable, Jesus is comparing the early church to a small
mustard seed which when planted (Jesus sending the Apostles out to spread the Gospel) will grow into
worldwide Christianity and people will find a spiritual home in the church. The parable also talks about
the growth of the mustard seed into a tree (church) that allows birds to make nests in the branches. My
Study Bible explains that the exponential growth of the church may come to harbor evil ones (birds). I
have trouble with this. I like to think that the church (tree) is a place of refuge for those looking for rest
in a sinful world and finding forgiveness through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. However, and
unfortunately, when sinful man gets involved, the Biblical truths get watered down and the church tries
to accommodate worldly precepts to avoid offending anyone. We should be more concerned about
offending God.
We as Lutherans must stay “Sola Scriptura” and not let worldly fads infect the church. Let us not be like
the church of Laodicea (Rev.3:16) being lukewarm and making God vomit. The church is the bride of
Christ. It should be a place where God’s word is preached and followed. It is a place where Christians
gather together to worship the Lord and strengthen one another’s faith. A church is not a building but an
idea. Where two or more are gathered in My name (Jesus) there I am; The Church!
Prayer: Dear Father of the Church, thank you for the blessings bestowed on St. John’s Church and School.
Help us remain true to your Word in all we do at St. John’s regardless if we seem intolerant to the world.
Help us to be a light to a sinful world and encourage people to hear the Good News preached. We ask in
Jesus our Savior’s precious name. Amen.
20

Art Schroeder

The leaders would have surely known
What David wrote about the stone
Rejected by the men who build
So Jesus asked them what was said
About the words He knew they'd read
Although they sought to have Him killed
He tried to tell them that He knew
The scripture here would soon come true
He was the One they would cast out
Rejected, He was crucified
Because those leaders had denied
Jesus was that Cornerstone
But when He conquered death and rose
All knew Christ was the one God chose
And marveled at the work He'd done
Our master builder God will show
How well His Church will surely grow
With Jesus Christ, yes Christ alone
Christ is Our Master Cornerstone.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, There are several places in your Word where Jesus predicted what was going to
happen to Him, including this one. He was rejected, suffered and died for us. We marvel that he
conquered death by rising again to become our Cornerstone. For this we are eternally grateful. Please
forgive us when we reject him by our sin and restore our faith so we are reminded that Jesus is indeed
your Son who was sent to save us all. Plant our feet firmly in the sure foundation that has been laid by
your Son. Guide our ways so that we can keep the church growing strong and lead others to know Jesus
as your Son. This should be easy for you since you are our Master Builder and Jesus Christ is the Master
Cornerstone. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Margaret Turner
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Second Chances

A Gracious Gift

“Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God
before you.” Matthew 21:31 ESV

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”
Matthew 13:44 ESV

Jesus spoke this verse to the chief priests and the elders of the people, while in the temple.
This is a pretty bold statement to make, saying that the lowest of the social classes could be
bound for heaven before the religious leaders. Jesus went on to point out that the tax
collectors and prostitutes did in fact believe the words of John the Baptist, and ultimately in
Christ. However, the priests and elders heard the same message from John the Baptist, and
then from Jesus himself, and they still refused to believe in him. In the parable Jesus had just
told, he showed that God always allows us a second chance, or a chance to change our minds.
He wants to give us a way out of our own sinful nature in order to receive his salvation. Even
in this story, Jesus is now giving the priests and elders yet ANOTHER chance, after they
continue to refuse to believe.

When we were little and received a gift, we may have thought to spend it right away. Although
later on in life, we have learned that saving is important and that we should give a portion of
our money to the Lord. This relates to the many parables Jesus has taught us through his
Word. The Bible says that we should give ten percent of anything we have whether it be
money or goods to our God.

Second chances are great. Thank God that he gives us opportunities to make new choices
each day, and that he is always willing to bring us back into his fold, even when our choices
have not been the best. This grace he shows to us is the very grace he wants us to share with
our families, friends, and neighbors – and this is not always easy. However, by showing that
grace to that crotchety coworker, grumpy family member, or unfriendly neighbor, we may just
be showing them that they too have a second chance.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, we thank you for all the second chances you give to us in our lives. Help us
to remember to show that same grace and forgiveness to others in our lives, to help point them
to you. Thank you for the gift of eternal life, which you brought to us through your sacrifice.
Amen

In the end, all that we have on earth is irrelevant. The ultimate gift is the kingdom of heaven
which Jesus died to give us. We were not worthy of this kingdom, but God’s everlasting love
saved us. Heaven is like a treasure that God gave us and we should definitely appreciate it. God
does expect us to find joy on this earth, but he does not want us to worship the things that
make us happy. In Matthew 13:44, a man found a treasure in a field. This field is like the
kingdom of heaven. When he found the treasure, he sold all he had and bought that field. This
relates to our life; we should not worry about our earthly possessions, but instead, we should
follow God always and forever.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for all we have on this earth. Please help us to focus on you
during this Lenten season, and forgive us when we do not focus on your Word. Most
importantly, thank you for Your Son, Jesus who died on the cross to save us from sin, death, and
the devil. Amen

Brian Dahlstrand and Jacob Raschke

Jenn Behnke
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The Power of Prayer

The Price of a Pearl
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.”
Matthew 13:45-46 ESV
I think people are looking for meaning. Why am I here? What am I supposed to do with my
life? What does this existence MEAN? When I was a young, “merchant in search of fine pearls,”
I found the answer to these questions when I came face to face with Jesus, the pearl of great
value.
When He called people to follow Him, they followed immediately. They left their boats, their
tax collecting, and their tree perches and followed. They recognized deep down that what He
offered was of more value than what they had. Like me, they were looking for what really
mattered, and they found it in Him.
Over the centuries, people have continued to sell all that they had to buy into the kingdom
where Jesus is king. They’ve taken His Word across continents, invested their lives in spreading
the Gospel, taught, healed, and prayed, essentially using whatever they had as He called them.
Many lost their lives in the process. Persecuted Christians in our time are losing theirs. Yet this
treasure is worth it all. Life in Jesus’ kingdom fills us with meaning and riches beyond anything
else in the world. When you have this life, you can’t imagine being without it.

“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
Matthew 21:22 ESV
As a child, I remember praying before every meal and praying before bedtime, praying
in church and school. As an adult, I have never been a person who is comfortable
praying in front of other people. Are you comfortable? Is it because prayer is a
personal thing? Is it because we’re afraid we’ll say the wrong thing? Is it because we
think someone else can do it better?
We are told in 1 John 5:14 that God will hear what we ask of Him with confidence. The
Legend of Honi the Circle Maker is a story about a man who prayed for rain. When the
rain began, it wasn’t the rain he hoped for; it wasn’t raining hard enough to overcome
the drought. Honi’s prayer changed to ask for the specific amount of rain he wanted,
and it began to rain harder. This is boldness in prayer. We are encouraged to be bold
in prayer. God wants us to talk to Him. Yes, He already knows what our prayer will be,
but He wants us to trust Him enough to bring our petitions to Him in faith.

Meaning? In the words of CS Lewis, ”Give up yourself and you will find your real self. Lose your
life and you will save it….look for Christ and you will find Him, and with Him, everything else
thrown in.”
Yes, heaven.

I have a distinct memory of the first time I had to have an MRI. I was so nervous and
worried about what they might find. The technician had to repeatedly ask me to stop
moving because I was apparently shaking with fear. At that moment, I took a deep
breath and whispered, “Please calm me down, Jesus!” All I know is that I was
instantaneously calm. I felt a peace come over my whole body, a peace that lasted the
entire time I was in that scary tube, a peace that only He could provide. That five-word
prayer transformed the entire experience for me, and I will never forget it.

Prayer: Lord, pearl of great value, we treasure You. Help us to never look back as we sell all
that we have to follow You. Amen.

I encourage you to be bold in your prayers. I have noticed a difference in my life, and I
am confident that you will, too.

Chris Hubacek

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for the gift of prayer. Grant me the courage
to boldly come to you in prayer, with confidence that You will hear me. Amen
Teri Lyn Mannes
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In Love, Serve One Another

The Keys of the Kingdom

“But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among
you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:25-28 ESV

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16:19 NIV

These words of Jesus were said after James’ and John’s mother asked Jesus if her two sons could be
seated on his left and right, positions of prominence. Jesus then said it was not up to Him to decide
this and asked if they could drink the cup He was to drink. The other disciples were very upset at
the two brothers. This is when Jesus talked about the Gentile rulers who lord their authority over
others. How different is His description of the greatest in the kingdom of God. He gives Himself as
an example, as One who came to serve, not to be served. He makes it clear that to be great, one
must serve.
In the last few years, the idea of “servant leadership” has come into the business world. Writers
like Robert K. Greenleaf make the point that to be a good leader one must serve those they lead.
The idea has been shown to make a difference by many who espouse it. This model is actually
based on the life of Christ. However, we have seen in the world today that society many times
idolizes those who are powerful and privileged. In the kingdom of God, Jesus serves as our
example, as selfless, loving, and sacrificial.
Do we put the needs of others first? Do we truly believe that the first shall be last, and the last
first? Is humility valued, or do we seek the esteem of others. In this day of social networking,
people may have hundreds of “friends” but feel lonely and without value. I didn’t realize when I
picked this devotion that the date, March 24, was my mom’s birthday. My mother suffered from
schizophrenia much of her life. She was a person of faith, but was unable to lead a normal life with
her family. She was loved by her Savior as much as was my dad, a college professor. In her last
days, we sang hymns she had committed to memory, as she humbly worshiped Jesus. Jesus came
to live and die for all; for Him there is no greatest and least. His blood, shed for all, cleanses us of all
of our sin. As redeemed children of God, we are called to serve others. How fitting is the program
at our day school, “Eagles in Action”, where every month our students serve others by volunteering
for those less fortunate.

The passage to us gives us a taste of what God will give us in heaven. God is giving us his keys
to heaven as long as we believe in Jesus, who is another gift from God. God has also given us
a chance to bind or loose anything that we choose on earth and choose what we want to bring
with us in heaven. This passage to us made us feel as if Jesus represents the keys, and God
gives us the choice whether to bind him or loose him. It makes us feel like if we loose him we
might not be able to go to the kingdom. But if we bind with him, then we will be allowed to go
to the kingdom of heaven.
The keys mean that if we believe, then we will go. Going to a private school that teaches
about our Lord has given us the chance to learn from God. Without this school we wouldn't
be able to learn, understand, or notice God. If we hadn't attended this school through the
years, we might not even have the keys to heaven to bind or loose Jesus. Having the luxury of
possessing the keys of the kingdom, we can give others the keys to the kingdom by spreading
the word and teaching about Jesus to others who do not believe that he died for our sins. We
can teach about the miracles he did while on earth, such as when he healed others, raised
people from the dead, and even recovered a cut off ear and healed it back onto a man. We
should love and teach all people who do not believe in Jesus, so that maybe they can get the
keys to the kingdom of heaven.
Prayer: Dear Lord, Please help others to know your Word and gain the keys to your kingdom in
heaven, and bind them to you. Amen
Jason Neill and Mateo Magana

Prayer: Dear Lord, You have invited us and challenged us to take up our cross and follow you. Help
us to live a life of service to others, in Your name. Amen
30

Marnie Smith
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Being First

Less is More
“Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:4 ESV
People often talk about meeting someone famous as a humbling experience. Being in the
presence of great talent, awe-inspiring accomplishment or commitment can be a lesson in
humility because our own perceptions of ourselves no longer measure up in comparison. In
stark contrast, the words of Jesus in today’s verse do not point us to someone of great renown
to stir up humility in us, but instead, invites us to look upon a child. We can safely assume that
this youngster’s short life has not produced an excess of greatness in the world’s eyes and yet
Jesus chooses this child as an exemplar in humility. Usually, I think of humility as a character
trait, maybe even something somebody has more of because they are shy or unassuming. But
Jesus says, “Whoever humbles himself.” This is not a trait but an action. It has been said that
true humility is not thinking less of yourself but thinking of yourself less. To aide us in this
humbling of ourselves we need only to fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our
faith. With our focus on the cross where He humbled Himself for our salvation, we do become
like small children, unaware of our jelly stained shirt and the dirt under our nails because our
center of attention is not on ourselves but on Christ and the work He has put before us to
increase His kingdom.
Prayer: Dear Lord, remove the prideful, selfish desires that separate us from You and each
other. Create in us clean hearts and a clear vision that puts others before ourselves. Unite us as
brothers and sisters in Christ as we humbly and boldly share the Good News of Your death and
resurrection so that many more may come to Salvation through faith and become Your beloved
children forever. AMEN!

Katrina Murphy
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“But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” Matthew 19:30 ESV
School kids racing to line up and be first; lining up for hours before an electronic is released to
be the first with the new gadget; first at a predawn viewing of a blockbuster movie. Our
competitive nature springs into action and we want to be first. We may watch sporting events,
awards shows or cooking challenges to see who wins or finishes first. There can be great glory
in finishing first. Hard work, patience, failures, perseverance all go into a first-place finish.
Some even give glory to God when they win and may even share the honor with those who
helped them along the way.
In our text, a rich man wants to know what he can do to have eternal life. After talking with
Jesus, he went away sad because he wasn’t willing to put Jesus first ahead of his righteous
ways. The first commandment is, “You shall have no other gods before me”. God wants to be
first in our lives. When God is first in our lives, we trust that He will take care of us and put us
in the right time and right place to do His work and share His love. It may mean we are first in
line or it may mean we are last. When we put God first, it doesn’t really matter where we are
in line, because we are trusting Him and being humble to His will for our lives. So, as we
exercise our patience and wait for those ahead of us, let’s remember to put God first with our
finances and our lives and trust His plan. Just maybe, being first won’t be so important to us
anymore. God is first, and always is a winner.
Prayer: Father God, forgive me for the times I put my agenda first, ahead of Your will for my
life. Thank you for the gift of faith through the Holy Spirit and thank you for the saving grace of
Your Son, Jesus. Amen.
Julie Strasser
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Jesus is The Way

I Am Jesus' Little Lamb.

But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 ESV

“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he
not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he
finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did
not wander off. In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little
ones should perish.” Matthew 18:12-14 NIV

At times in my life (David), I have had situations where I needed God to help me overcome
obstacles. One instance that comes to mind was not that long ago when I was having trouble
with a friend. This friend and I had an argument and were not on good terms. After many
unsuccessful attempts to try to reconnect, I prayed to God for guidance with this situation. I
knew that it was in his hands and he would give me the right answer. After giving it some time,
I reached out to this friend and apologized. He said he was sorry as well, and after this, we
made up and have remained friends until this day.
Many times, we as sinful Christians, think that we can make anything possible and forget that
we have Jesus by our side through thick and thin. God talks about entering the kingdom of
heaven in the passage noted above. He assures us that only through God we can enter his
kingdom, and not by our own strength. It doesn’t matter how rich we are or the number of
good deeds we do in this world. We can only enter the kingdom of heaven by having faith in
Christ our Lord. We need a savior. As Christians, we know God can make the impossible
happen. The many blessings that we may have in our lives don’t come by our human strength,
but it comes by the faith and power of our one true savior Jesus.

Did you learn the song, as shown in the title, when you were little?
God created such a huge variety of animals! My Ohio grandparents had many: geese, ducks,
chickens, cats and dogs, goats, pigs, cows and sheep. My siblings and I held and played with all
of them, except for the sheep. They ran from us every time we approached them; and had
they not been in a penned area, they would have scattered and possibly never have been
found.
Throughout the Old Testament, God ordered His people to sacrifice healthy sheep to receive
His forgiveness for their sins. When Jesus came to earth as a human, He became the Lamb of
God who would be sacrificed for our sins. But our Heavenly Father also views each of us as one
of His precious sheep. If one of us strays from our faith, He reaches out to us to bring us back
to His love and to restore our faith and salvation.

Prayer: Dear God, our Heavenly Father, forgive us when we sin against you. You are the one
and only way for us to spend eternity in heaven. You are the rock and foundation in our
lives. Amen

Is it really true that God loves each of us that much? Yes! He created each of us individually
and not one of us is more or less important to Him than anyone else. God wants every one of
us to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4-5).

Alex Carrillo and David Weber

So..."Ever glad at heart I am, for my Shepherd gently guides me, knows my needs and well
provides me; loves me every day the same; even calls me by my name!" Yes, that's
true. (Read Isaiah 43:1).
Prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank You so much for allowing Yourself to be sacrificed for me; and thank
You for rescuing me and bringing me into Your family as one of Your precious lambs. I know
that "when my short life is ended, by Your angel host attended, You will fold me to Your
breast, safe within Your arms to rest ." Amen.
Pamella Christensen

28

25

Invitation and Challenge in the Words of Jesus

Invitation and Challenge in the Words of Jesus
March 20, 2020

All You Need Is Prayer
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20 NIV
As students at St. John’s, we have been involved with a group called Prayer Warriors for the
past few years. Every Wednesday morning, we meet in the library, where we praise God and
pray for different situations going on around us. This group is a great way for kids of all ages to
learn the building blocks of prayer and strengthen their relationships with our Father in
Heaven.
However, being human, we are not perfect, and sometimes we get caught up in the obstacles
of this club. For us personally, getting up earlier than usual is not exactly a piece of cake,
especially when we have homework, activities, and family life all going on the night
before. Confessing what we have messed up on in the past can sometimes be difficult for us, as
it means admitting our faults to God and the people around us. It can also be frustrating when
we feel impatient in the mornings, and other kids take a while deciding what to pray for. At
those times, we need to remember that Jesus is there with us, watching over us and always
helping us. Even when this group can be awkward or tedious, he could be using this experience
to help another child get closer to him.
God works in mysterious ways, or at least in ways that are mysterious to us as people. We
need to place our trust in him and talk to him about what to do. When we are connected to
God and talk to him, it’s easier to know that he has a plan for us and our futures, even if we
don’t understand all of the logistics just yet.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for giving us great opportunities to connect to you. Please help us
to remember that they are a blessing, and to continue to use them to talk to you. Forgive us
when we take them for granted. We need you to watch over us, to guide us, and to be with us
no matter what. In your name, Amen.

March 21, 2020

The Journey Towards The End Begins
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 ESV
Kids enjoy going to parties. We enjoy all of the treats, sweets, pizza, fun, and sometimes even
presents. It is so exciting to run around and play games. We like to let loose and just have
fun. Who doesn’t? But sometimes, parents and adults want to stop us from being too crazy
and having too much fun! This can make us feel sad and mad (SMAD!).
In today’s verse, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” At that time, the disciples
tried to hinder these children from seeing Jesus. They believed He was too busy with more
important things.
We know the truth that Jesus wants all kids to come to Him and spend time with Him. He
helps us to feel loved and cared about. Even though we are not perfect, we know that we ARE
perfect in His eyes. We can go to church to hear His Word and to share His love with others,
too. We want to share our childlike faith with you!
Prayer: Thank you, Heavenly Father, for making this day. Thank you for welcoming everyone,
even children, into your kingdom. Thank you for providing clothing and food for us every
day. Forgive us when we do wrong. Guide us to follow Your heart. Protect us from evil. Thank
You for loving us always. Amen

Ms. Pece’s 2nd Grade Class

Greta Sandman and Maddy Nichols
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