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MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER
Grace and peace to you
from God our Creator and
Jesus our Savior. As we
move through the season of
Lent, I wonder where your
focus goes? Has it gone inward? Have you sought to
focus on others? Has the
cross of Jesus grown larger
in your sight? These 40
days of Lent may seem too
much in this time of social
distancing and angst all around us. The suffering and animosity of others may be too overwhelming to allow us to
find solace in the cross. And yet the true nature of the
cross is Love. Yes, Jesus suffered. Yes, the cross was a device designed to humiliate, dehumanize and kill. Yet Jesus
shows us that when the world seeks to use something to
segregate, demoralize, encourage hate and division, God
finds a way to show us the true power of Love. Sometimes
it is found through suffering, through the cross, through
death. Yet in all of it God shows us just how powerful and
grace-filled God is.
The season of Lent is meant to bring us closer to God, not
by our own suffering, but by showing us to what lengths
God was willing to go to bring us into a restorative relationship with God. God doesn’t shy away from us, God
doesn’t seek to condemn us and toss us out, but rather
helps us to be truthful about our past, about who we are,
and how we come before God. God welcomes us. God sees
us as beloved children, welcomed home, where we must
pass by the cross, to see the pain that was caused by our
decisions. God shows us God’s power of restoration, of
grace by having Jesus take our place on the cross. As St.
Paul reminds us (and we will talk about this passage during our March 10 Mid-week worship) “8 But God proves
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his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then,
now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of
God.[a] 10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his
Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.” (Romans 5:8-10).
I invite you, if you haven’t been already, to join with us for our Mid-week worship/discussion,
and to share your thoughts about God’s restorative justice in your life. Or if that’s not for you,
use this Lenten season as an opportunity to see God’s desire to have a restored and deeper relationship with you.
Peace on this Lenten Road,

Our Focus for our Mid-week worship/discussion during Lent
will be on the Book of Romans. Please see below for the readings
each week. You are encouraged to read through the entire letter
as we move through. All are welcome to join us on Wednesday’s
during Lent for discussion and worship. You can use this link each
week to join with us at 6:30 pm on Google Meets: https://
meet.google.com/wwx-uwxu-vkb or you can call in by using the
number: 1-219-802-5966 PIN: 275 361 652#
Weekly Readings:
March 3
Romans 3: 10-20
March 10 Romans 5:1-11
March 17 Romans 8:1-11
March 24 Romans 12:1-13
March 31 Romans 14:1-12

Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 28—10:30 am
Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 1—7 pm
Good Friday
Friday, April 2—7 pm
Easter
Sunday, April 4
Easter Sunrise—7:00 am
Service—9:30 am

*All services/times subject to change
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IN-PERSON LEARNERS AND AT-HOME LEARNERS

Faith Formation normally occurs on Sundays from 9:00a.m to 9:45a.m. Our in-person classes have been switched to a virtual format while the church is closed for in-person services.
The tentative date to return to in-person Faith Formation is Palm Sunday, 3/28/21. Once
this date is confirmed, all families will be notified directly.
If you were not signed up to attend in-person classes in the fall, but wish to do so upon our
return, please email Beth at chrised@aelc.org. Safety planning will still be in effect and it is
vital that we know how many students to expect.
This month we will focus on the Easter season and Lent.
Below are a few of our students after a lesson on the story of David. They learned about him
being chosen as the next king of Israel. Our lesson taught us that David was chosen based on
who he was inside rather than his outward appearance. Students were asked to make their
own crowns and add words and pictures to describe who they are on the inside. Crowns included statements such as kind, loving, son, honest, helpful, caring, and more. Thank you to
all for sharing.
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REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
For more information or to register, visit www.bearcreekcamp.org
Register before March 31st to receive an exclusive Early Bird T-Shirt!

We continue to support this great outdoor ministry
by helping AELC families to defray the cost of camp
with a $100 contribution to each child that registers
to attend. Once you register, please let me know
what week your child will attend by emailing me at
chrised@aelc.org.
An important note from Bear Creek Camp: WorryFree Registration We have learned a lot from the
pandemic and are using best practices to plan for
the future. If Bear Creek Camp leadership determines that summer camp poses a health risk to our
camper families and staff and opts to cancel, you
will be eligible for a full refund including any deposits.
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EASTER SUNDAY will be here before we know it! As
stated earlier, we do have a tentative reopen date of
3/28/21. While we will not be able hold a traditional
Easter program, we are still hoping to get the children of
AELC involved in our Easter service. Look for an email to
come sometime in the beginning of this month with a
recorded song from Mr. Bill for the kids to practice at
home. At that time, you will receive additional information on how we will make the kids of AELC a part of
the service. We can’t wait to see those smiling faces and
hear their joyful voices!
No Classes will be held on Easter Sunday, April 4th.

Thank to everyone who donated to the Souper Bowl of Caring. After a one week
extension to this event, we were able to reach our goal by collecting 502 cans
for the Mohnton Food Pantry and $880 to be donated to the Lutheran Pantries.
AELC, once again, you rose to the occasion and your kindness will be felt by so
many in our community. THANK YOU!

A Children’s Message from Pastor Zach is offered biweekly on
our Facebook page and website. Tune in: March 14

Adult Faith Formation classes, have been postponed until a
future date. More information will be provided as it becomes available.
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World Hunger Challenge
Just like a lot of 2020, our plans have changed! Instead of a World
Hunger Auction, we are issuing a World Hunger Challenge! Starting
with January 3, weekly challenges were issued surrounding our food
and water consumption. Families will receive tally sheets each week
to keep track of the week’s challenge. At the end of each month, the
tally sheets and donations will be collected. Every family that submits the tally sheet/donations will be entered to win a prize and the top fundraiser of the
month will also win a prize! The tally sheets will be emailed out for families to print, or contact
Kristen Kelly at youthd@aelc.org to get the challenge sheets mailed to you!
March’s Challenges are:
Week Nine (February 28-March 6):
One tally=10 cents this week. Add one tally every time you have meat
in a meal.
Week Ten (March 7-13):
One tally=25 cents this week. Add one tally every time you have dessert this
Week.
Week Eleven (March 14-20):
Keep track of what your “spare change” would be after each food purchase.
Total it up at the end of the week.
Week Twelve (March 21-27):
One tally=$1.00 this week. Add one tally whenever you eat out this week.
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INTERWOVEN

Join AELC and St. John’s
on Sunday March 28 for
Virtual Youth Group.
Youth Group will start
at 6pm and is open to all youth 7th-12th
grade. We ask all participants access our
group from individual devices to allow us to
utilize small groups and break out rooms for
deeper conversations. Contact Kristen at
youthd@aelc.org for your Zoom invite! We
can’t wait to see you!

Our next Interwoven will take place on Sunday, March 14! Join us for another baking
challenge! Our first baking challenge took
place over the summer, and it was so much
fun we are doing it again! Sign up with Ms.
Kristen, and she will drop off a random box of
cake mix and can of icing-and you get to decide what to make it! This time however,
there’s one more twist! With both St. Patrick’s
Day and Easter coming up, you get to pick one
holiday as your theme! Whatever you create
needs to be themed (either in taste or decoration) as St. Patrick’s Day or Easter! Can’t wait
to see what awesome creations you are going
to come up with this time! Make sure to let
Ms. Kristen know you want to participate by
Thursday, March 11, so she can deliver your
supplies by Friday March 12! Contact Kristen
at youthd@aelc.org to RSVP!

Thank you! Thank you to all who supported
our Helping Healer Ministry! The bags will
be delivered in early March to the Chaplains
of Reading Hospital and Berks Heim. Because of your kindness, we are able to provide these bags filled with treats, thoughtful
notes, and aides to relax to 16 Chaplains!

FOLLOW US!
Our youth have their own
Instagram page. Follow us
to see all the great things
we do - such as Mission
Trips, Interwoven, CAT class and more! Our
handle is @aelc_youth! Check out all the
amazing things we are doing through our
faith!

AELC Book Club
Our next book will be “Behold
the Dreamers” by Imbolo
Mbue. Our reading schedule is:
March 18: Chap. 1-25 (pgs. 1-166)
April 8: Chap. 26-62 (pgs. 167-381)
7

AELC NEWS

MARCH 2021

A lot has been happening at the Fair Trade stand! We have recently restocked
our inventory, so we have lots of chocolate bars (regular size, and mini) for
Easter giving, and have added a new product as well. We now have organic
green tea in our assortment of delicious drinks. Perfect for warming up on the
cool and blustery days of early spring. In addition to these happenings,
$108.97 was raised by the congregation through the Fair Trade catalog sale. It
was decided that since we, as a congregation, have been concentrating our efforts on raising
money for the World Hunger Campaign, the monies would be donated to this worthy cause.
Thank you for your participation!

Along with providing high-quality, fairly traded products to the congregation, we hope to provide informative explanations for our support of these products. We highly recommend perusing the Equal Exchange site Equal Exchange | Fairly Traded Coffee, Tea & Chocolate , which is
full of everything from product information to delicious recipes. If you are looking for a starting point, start here History of Equal Exchange | Equal Exchange. We welcome any inquiries
you may have regarding products, or the organization. Questions or requests*? Email us at
fairtrade@aelc.org
*Please note - if you see a product you are interested in trying, you are not obligated to purchase an entire case of that product. If you make a request, and we think it may be something
others would like to try as well, we will purchase a case for the Fair Trade stand, where you
can then purchase the item singularly.
As always, thank you for your continued support...Janine and Connie

The Joy of Music
Do you sing or play an
instrument? If so, consider sharing your gifts
as part of our Sunday
morning service. You
can either submit a video or play in church
on Sunday morning. If you're interested or
have questions, contact Bill Moczydlowski
at wsmoczy@hotmail.com

Have you seen or experienced ministry in
your life, without realizing it? Called a
member of the church to check in?
Dropped off a snack or shared a smile with
someone? Engaged in a virtual game or social hour?
All of these are ministries and build strong
community relations at AELC often without
realizing it. Ministry happens being the
church in the world. THANK YOU!!!
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Treasurer’s General Fund Report
GENERAL FUND UPDATE
Total

General Fund

Weekly

Attendance

Income

Budgetary Need

Jan 24, 2021

online

$2641

$5418

Jan 31, 2021

online

$4219

$5418

Feb 7, 2021

online

$4892

$5418

Feb 14, 2021

online

$4265

$5418

115 (avg.)

$16,017

$21,672

Total

In January, expenses exceeded income by $1000. Expenses were about as expected, but income was low for a five Sunday month. For the weeks shown above, income was 26% below
the budgetary need. Expenses were 13% below budgeted expenses.
The General Fund checking account balance stands at $22,400.
A thought from the treasurer who is himself a retiree. Many members have not increased giving for many years and, in these times, that is understandable for many who are struggling.
However, for others, you may want to think about these questions.

My job is secure and going well. Can I increase giving to my church to support our ability to
serve our members and continue our outreach?
Or
My income has not changed much in the past years, but if I have investments, how has my net
worth changed during that period? Interest rates have been dismal, but inflation has been low
and the stock market has been doing well for years. Can I increase my regular giving to AELC?
Can I make use of the tax advantages of giving a portion of my traditional IRA’s Required Minimum Distribution to AELC?
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Our FAMILY PROMISE ministry is back! But it looks a lot different!
Last March we were hosting Family Promise families just as the pandemic hit! For a while, the
families were housed at the day center. After those families graduated, other families have
been helped in other ways, but have not been served through the church rotation model.
Family Promise is venturing into a new, static model of serving homeless families with children but they will still need our help!!!
Families will be housed in several rental units leased by Family Promise during their stay in
the program. Faith communities will no longer be housing the families; no more sleep-overs
at the church. But we are being asked to help supply the families with food and household
items during what would have been our host weeks.
I just learned of this new model today and our first week of “hosting” is almost upon us –
March 7-14. For this first hosting opportunity, I suggest the easiest thing we can do is
collect grocery cards for the families to purchase exactly what they need. I would recommend cards from Giant, Walmart or Redners. Please let me know if you are willing to provide a gift card (or cash to purchase cards). If you would prefer to donate non-perishable
foods, laundry detergent, toilet paper/paper towels that would be helpful as well. Please
bring all gift cards and donations to the church by March 6. I will deliver whatever we collect
to the families at the apartments on March 7.
Thanks for your continued support of homeless families with children in our community.
Your efforts really do make a difference in the lives of these families!
Dawn Baxter
610-775-3763

A Special Thank You

tion of many pounds of food.

AELC received a thank you letter from Berks Schuylkill
Helping Harvest Food Bank for the recent donation of
$2,245.00 from AELC. This donation helped with Helping Harvest to provide with the acquisition & distribu-
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⟡ West Berks Mission District ⟡
Newsletter – March 2021

The West Berks Mission District is a coalition of area Lutheran churches working together to do effective,
cooperative ministry. YOU are a member of the West Berks Mission District!
The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading PA 19604.
WBMD Director – Dawn Baxter
Dawn@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Office Staff/ Bookkeeper - Jane McClellan Renner Jane@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Office Phone – 610-375-8303

Website: www.westberksmissiondistrict.org

WBMD Midweek Lenten Worship Series continues…
LET’S WORSHIP TOGETHER IN LENT!
Wednesday evenings beginning February 24


Wednesdays in Lent will focus on the theme “Created for Community.” These 20-30 minute
Zoom services will be offered each week at 7:00 PM using leadership from across the
WBMD. To join the service on your computer click the link below:https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88553235621?pwd=bGVBTDZTb1lvTWgyMWN3bmFmbTVjZz09
Meeting ID: 885 5323 5621 Passcode: 321147



At 7:30 PM you could continue conversation or study with your own congregation or you are
invited to join Trinity Robesonia for a brief service of Holden Evening Prayer live-streamed
on Facebook at this link: https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-RobesoniaPennsylvania-143665935665429



Worshipers are invited to make a special Lenten offering through their congregations to Helpi
ng Harvest Food Bank to help feed our neighbors in need.

And join us for our Annual Lenten Prayer Gathering
BYOB – Bring your own Breakfast!
Wednesday, March 24, 2021 at 8:30 AM on Zoom
Our guest speaker will be NEPS Bishop Christopher deforest
To Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84216588859?
pwd=ZHFUVWtNTVQ3dVFrNWpOYUtBcWFvUT09
Meeting ID: 842 1658 8859
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Easter Flowers and Palms
Palm branches will be ordered for the service on March 28. If
anyone would like to donate part or all of that cost (not sure
of total cost yet) please do so by putting an envelope in
Sandy's mailbox or mail it to the church. Also, a sign-up sheet
for Easter plants will be located on the
front door for anyone wishing to sponsor
a plant or buy one to take home on Easter (4/4) or you can contact Sandy with the information. Hopefully we
will be able to have in-church services by then (3/28). Thanks to everyone for your help!
Sandy (610-334-3175)

We would ask that you wear a mask whenever you are onsite at AELC, even if you are just
dropping something off. Let us strive to keep
everyone as safe as possible.
Among the many things
that have changed at
AELC in the past year,
needing lay readers for
our services has not!
Because keeping all members of our congregation safe and healthy is top priority, we are
now recording the readings to be streamed
during each service: 1st Reading; 2nd Reading;
and the Prayer of Intercession. From January 24 through March 21, we are moving to
one online service at 9:30 a.m. Please use
the link below to sign up for the reading you
wish to do, or contact Gaye Dougherty at
gayedougherty@gmail.com, 610-507-4562;
or Dee Constable at office@aelc.org, 610-777
-2520.

Church Cleanup Day
Saturday, March 27
More information
to come!

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0F45ABAD2EA1F58-worship
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Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31
Eligible Thrivent members who have available Choice Dollars® have until March 31,
2021, to direct them. Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend that Thrivent provide
Financial Foundations: Your Blueprint to Thrive
Prepare for the three most important days in your life. Learn how you can deal with
setbacks and continue to move toward your financial goals at Financial Foundations:
Your Blueprint to Thrive, a free workshop from Thrivent.





Manage your savings, expenses and credit.
Build a plan to handle setbacks.
Give your family direction about your end-of-life decisions.

This workshop will be an On-Line Webinar on Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 7:00 PM.
It’s hosted by Suzanne M Rigg.
Please call (484) 374-5531 or email suzanne.rigg@thrivent.com to reserve a place
for yourself and a guest.
No products will be sold.
27878-26M N11-20
outreach funding to Allegheny Evangelical Lutheran Church. Go to Thrivent.com to
learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.
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AELC Prayer
Ministry

AELC Home Worshippers
Please keep these Home Worship members
in your thoughts and prayers:

Recognizing
the
importance of prayer for our
congregation and the world, AELC has a
prayer ministry that communicates needs in
various ways. We primarily communicate
through a weekly email and listing prayers
in the Sunday bulletin. We also have a closed
Facebook group to share emergency requests and praises.
To receive the weekly email, send requests,
updates or praises - please email Roxanne
Loose at reign0827@hotmail.com or the
church office at office@aelc.org. You may also call the church office to leave a request. If
you would like to be a part of the Facebook
group, please let Roxanne know so you can
be added.
There is a Prayer Request box and slips in
the lobby. Feel free to add requests this way;
it will be checked weekly. When adding
someone to the list, please make sure you
have their permission.
Additionally, if you do not use email or social media and would like to be a part of this
ministry, please leave your name and phone
number with Roxanne or the office and we
will communicate with you in a way that
works for you!

Molly Althouse, Pat Hiester,
Arlene Hoster, John Messner,
Janet Orth, Paul Pray,
Malcolm Reider, and
Colleen Williamson

Looking Ahead…
Our next newsletter is the APRIL issue. If
you have content for the newsletter, please
submit your articles by March 15 to the
church office via email at
office@aelc.org or in Dee Constable’s mailbox.

AELC BLOOD DRIVE
MARCH 17

APRIL 24
DETAILS TO COME

MARCH 20
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1
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
12
16
17
18
20
21
24
25
27
28
29
30
31
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March Anniversaries

Patricia Ebling
Chad Hatt
Dorothy Smith
Jessica Angstadt
Allan Benfield
Corinne McCurley
Rodney High
Lynne Scheetz
Erik Peterson-Smith
Michael Weitzel
Jessica Fiant
Celebrate
Thaddeus Ganster
Your
Melvyn Smith
Day!!
Helen Heath
Lucille Spangler
Bennett Moczydlowski
Allison Eshleman
Anna Mae Peterson
Nicole Heath
Alexis Thomas
Jaxon Thomas
Kate Naugle
Michael Kline
Lauren Lorah
Lillee Martin
Edith Austin
Garry Forrer
Ann Deibert
Kristen Kintzer
Vincent Bruno

17
20
24
26
29

Donna & Peter Glover (1984)
Anna Mae & Karl Peterson (1965)
Loretta & Don Lamont (1956)
Sheri & Michael Kaufman (1996)
Ann & Michael Deibert (1994)
Colette & Kim Price (1987)

GROUNDS CLEAN-UP
MAINTENANCE BOOK
The Property Committee has created a
book for you to sign-up to clean a specific
grounds area and to maintain on an ongoing basis. Please look through the book
on the table in the lobby and if you have an
interest in keeping the grounds in good
shape or just enjoy working outside, pick
an area and sign your name. When you and
your group want to do the clean-up/
maintenance is whatever works best for
you and your time schedule. If you have
questions or concerns, please contact a
member of the property committee.

MARCH 14
Remember
to turn
your clock
ahead 1
hour
15
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NOTICE
Please help our Safety and
Property Committee by making sure all doors are closed
and locked when you leave
the building. Your continued
help with this matter makes us
and the church a safer place.
If there are any issues with the
church property that need to
be addressed contact Rod
High first at 610-856-1386 or
if no reply then contact Jim
Spangler at 717-445-6537.
Thank you!

FEBRUARY 2021

Ex-Officio

Pastor Zach Labagh

President
Vice President
Secretary
Council
Members

Lynne Scheetz
Melissa Forrer
Tammy Taylor
Steven Davis
Greg Horton
Ellie Loose
Kimberley Peiffer
John Thomas
Andrew Zirkel
Bill Baxter

AELC
Church
Council
Council Treasurer
Council Financial
Secretary

Colette Price

Women’s Group
Our Women’s Group is currently on pause. If you are
interested in planning a
Women’s Group, please
contact
Kristen
at
youthd@aelc.org.

Men’s Group—
Bible & Brew
Nothing scheduled at this time.

Links for Services
All services on Facebook can be
found on the church page https://
www.facebook.com/matthew44 or
on the church website https://
www.aelc.org/podcasts/media
Fellowship link: https://
meet.google.com/zdw-qhpe-req
Family Fellowship link: https://
meet.google.com/pft-zwxc-zem
Join by phone:
(US) +1 617-675-4444 PIN: 833 452
965 9590#

*Worship Schedule
March 7, 14, 21
9:00 am—CAT Class - online
9:30 am—Combined Worship—online
March 3, 10, 17, 24
6:30 pm—Midweek Lenten Worship & Study
(see page 2)
March 28
9:00 am—CAT Class/Faith Formation - onsite
9:30 am—Palm Sunday Combined Worship—
onsite
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