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Synod Assembly 2021
I had the honor of attending our Synod assembly this
year, along with Pastor Zach, and Kristen Kelly, and I
am so glad I had this opportunity! Doing so is something I have been interested in for quite some time,
but my schedule has always interfered. This year, because the assembly was streamed as a safety measure surrounding COVID, I was able
to attend.
The assembly took place June 4 through June 5. This year’s theme was Growing Young
and Vital, which concentrates on six areas of growth centered around a “Jesus Centered
Community” as a way to keep the church vital and growing ( http://nepasynod.org/
wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Growing-Young-Registration-Grabber.pdf. ) My initial
assumption was that this meant to work to bring young people into the church, and/or
concentrate on keeping those who already attend, active and involved. However, I soon
learned that this was incorrect- but rather that we, as a congregation, be opened to
change, different ideas, and new ways of doing things, and not become stuck in the past
and unwilling to listen to new concepts and suggestions.
Synod business was also attended to. Elections were held to fill vacant Synod positions.
Resolutions were voted on, and Bishop deForest was installed as the new Bishop of
NEPA. Bishop Elizabeth Eaton spoke at both the assembly, and at Bishop deForest’s installation, making it a special and memorable occasion.
Anyone having any questions, please feel free to ask, as I would love to share my experience. If you are interested in reviewing any of the above mentioned items, you can do
so by following the link http://nepasynod.org/9364-2/ .
Thank you to Pastor, Church Council, and the AELC Congregation for the opportunity to
serve in this way.
Connie Kelly

A church picnic and the honoring of Harry Kring will
be held at AELC on Saturday, August 14 at 5 pm.
Watch for a sign-up sheet for attending and what delicious side dish or yummy dessert you can share.
Stay tuned for more information!
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Treasurer’s General Fund Report
GENERAL FUND UPDATE
Total

General Fund

Weekly

Attendance

Income

Budgetary Need

May 16, 2021

*

$4233

$5418

May 23, 2021

*

$3115

$5418

May 30, 2021

*

$5581

$5418

June 6, 2021

*

$5693

$5418

June 13&20,
2021

*

$7215

$10,836

June 27, 2021

*

$3051

$5418

July 4, 2021

*

$6407

$5418

$35,295

$43,344

Total

*

Financially, May was our best month of the year. Income exceeded expenses by $7000. Expenses were average, but May income was the highest of any month in 2021.
Unfortunately, June was our worst month of the year with expenses exceeding income by
$5400. Again, expenses were average, but this time income was the lowest of any month this
year.
The net effect is that through the first six months of 2021, expenses exceeded income by
$4600. The General Fund June 30 checking account balance stands at $25,000.
The HVAC fund balance is sufficient to cover payments through October.
*Attendance figures could not be accurately recorded. No attendance figures given on May 16,
and no Service of the Word attendance given for June 27 and July 4.
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The Finance Committee is looking for an additional
member to round out the committee. The committee meets
on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (currently by
Zoom call). If you care about AELC and have an understanding of finances, you’re qualified!
Anyone interested should reach out to Mark Smith
(mark.smith8377@gmail.com), Bill Baxter (dandbbax@gmail.com), Colette Price
(coletteprice@comcast.net), or Dean Hirneisen (Deanlimeman1@aol.com). If you aren’t
certain, reach out to someone anyway to discuss what the committee does.

We wish to thank Joe DiCindio for the wonderful music provided to our congregation in the past year. We are sorry to see Joe leave our church, however, he
has been offered a position in a church closer to his home. He wishes to express
his regret, and reports to having enjoyed his time with us. We continue to seek
a music director and are actively interviewing for the position. If anyone knows
of someone suited for this role, please contact a member of the Personnel Committee or Pastor Zach.

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve other’s, faithfully
administering God’s grace in various form”- 1 Peter 4:10.
First, I want to Thank Shirley for her guidance in teaching me how to handle Altar
Care, especially when I started during a pandemic. Second, I want to THANK ALL
OF YOU who have given your time and effort in committing to this committee. I will
be in touch soon as to when we are needed again(earliest could be August- stay
tuned).
Last, I want to welcome anyone who wants to learn about this committee and join
us to serve and be part of worship.
I would love to hear from you. You can call me at 717-305-0678 or email at
Tomasko 3@gmail.com
With great appreciation and God’s Blessing, Gayle Tomasko
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Can you turn up the
volume on your car radio or your TV? Can
you use your computer to access webpages?
IF you’ve answered yes
to either of these, then
do we have a role for you. The AV Team at AELC is currently looking for individuals to assist with worship on
Sunday morning and for special services. They are a
great group of people who control the sound and live internet feed during worship. They are looking for a few
extra people to assist in their ministry. If you are interested, please reach out to Andy Zirkel. itteam@aelc.org

Sponsors Needed
Please check the sponsor
chart for altar flowers in
the lobby...there are many
openings. Cost is $43 for
2 altar vases & $40 for a
chancel
arrangement.
Contact Sandy Fluck at
610-334-3175

Sponsors are needed!
Won’t you please consider sponsoring
the Sunday worship bulletin?
There are many Sunday’s available to
sign up for. Cost—$20.00
If you have any questions or wish to
sponsor a week (or two), please sign up
on the bulletin board in the lobby or
contact Jo Verrill at 610-775-3846 or
jodaverrill@gmail.com.

Redner’s Tapes can now be dropped
off in the church vestibule at your
convenience. Please place them in
the box on the table. Contact Susan
Messner with any questions (610-777
-7776).
Thank you!

Ronald McDonald House Can Tabs
are now being collected again.
Please drop them off in the container on the table in the vestibule any
time at your convenience.
Thank you.
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A Special Thank You
AELC received a thank you letter from Berks Schuylkill
Helping Harvest Food Bank for the recent donation of
$100.00 from AELC. This donation assisted with Helping Harvest to provide healthy & nutritious food options for those in need.

AELC received a donation of $44.20 from the
Amazon Smile Foundation as a result of the
members program activity between January
1 and March 31, 2021. Thank you!
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AELC Prayer
Ministry

AELC Home Worshippers
Please keep these Home Worship members
in your thoughts and prayers:

Recognizing
the
importance of prayer for our
congregation and the world, AELC has a
prayer ministry that communicates needs in
various ways. We primarily communicate
through a weekly email and listing prayers
in the Sunday bulletin. We also have a closed
Facebook group to share emergency requests and praises.
To receive the weekly email, send requests,
updates or praises - please email Roxanne
Loose at reign0827@hotmail.com or the
church office at office@aelc.org. You may also call the church office to leave a request. If
you would like to be a part of the Facebook
group, please let Roxanne know so you can
be added.
There is a Prayer Request box and slips in
the lobby. Feel free to add requests this way;
it will be checked weekly. When adding
someone to the list, please make sure you
have their permission.
Additionally, if you do not use email or social media and would like to be a part of this
ministry, please leave your name and phone
number with Roxanne or the office and we
will communicate with you in a way that
works for you!

Molly Althouse, Ron Austin,
Pat Hiester, Arlene Hoster,
John Messner, Janet Orth,
Paul Pray, Malcolm Reider, and
Colleen Williamson

Looking Ahead…
Our next newsletter is the September issue.
If you have content for the newsletter,
please submit your articles by August 15 to
the church office via email at
office@aelc.org or in Dee Constable’s mailbox.

Among the many things that have changed at AELC in the past year, needing lay readers for
our services has not!
Because keeping all members of our congregation safe and healthy is top priority, we are recording the readings to be streamed during each service. For the 9:30 am combined worship
service (summer hours), we will need people to sign up for the 1 st Reading and the
Prayer of Intercession. Please use the link below to sign up for the reading you wish to do, or
contact Gaye Dougherty at gayedougherty@gmail.com, 610-507-4562; or Dee Constable at office@aelc.org, 610-777-2520.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F45ABAD2EA1F58-worship
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Contribution to the Memorial Fund
In Memory of Shirley Kachel
Ron & Sandy Fluck
Contribution to the Memorial Fund
In Memory of Tom Oeffinger
Ron & Sandy Fluck

Contribution to the Memorial Fund
In Memory of Bev Breniser
Ron & Sandy Fluck

GROUNDS CLEAN-UP
MAINTENANCE BOOK
The Property Committee has created a book
for you to sign-up to clean a specific grounds
area and to maintain on an on-going basis.
Please look through the book on the table in
the lobby and if you have an interest in keeping the grounds in good shape or just enjoy
working outside, pick an area and sign your
name. When you and your group want to do
the clean-up/maintenance is whatever
works best for you and your time schedule.
If you have questions or concerns, please
contact a member of the property committee.
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Sept. 9
11am-8pm
CROP Walk Kick-Off
Fundraiser at
ISAAC’S
More info coming soon!

Oct. 10
CROP Hunger Walk

The first church building erected in
Brecknock Twp. was Allegheny Union
Church in 1767 to fill the need felt by
the faithful in this area. Allegheny Union Church was organized to serve Lutheran, Reformed and Mennonite denominations.
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August Birthdays
1
2
3
5
7
9
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Danielle Kintzer
Ciera Ganster
Danielle Heath
Hannah Ramsbottom
Judy Beidler
Gary Pacharis
Molly Althouse
Bette Cope
Logan Forrer
Madeline Kring
Jeb Taylor
Christine Chen
Jonas Fiant
Robert Olson
Savannah Ganster
Sandy Reider
Judith Conrad
Bruce Ream
Michele Bleacher

19

31

Todd Dietrich
Jayden Miller
Cristiano DiPasquale
Brooke Pianka
Kanon Ream
Susan York
Emily Carlson
Henry Pakradooni
William Moczydlowski
Carin Cramer
Joe Malone
Barbara Smith
Jennifer Zirkel
Theresa Laudermilch
Jeannine Michel
Dennis Kohl
Deborah Guigley
Mark Cramer
Roxanne Loose

3
5
10
17
19
21
23
24
27
30

Jannine & Foster McCurley (1986)
Deborah & John Guigley (1978)
Jennifer & Andrew Zirkel (2008)
Cheryl & Ralph Voit (1991)
Ruth & Joe Malone (1972)
Jo & David Verrill (1965)
Sandy & Malcolm Reider (1969)
Kathy & Michael Grim (1974)
Patricia & Scott Ebling (1983)
Susan & Calvin York (1969)

21
22
23
24
26
27
28

29
30

August Anniversaries
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NOTICE
Please help our Safety and
Property Committee by making sure all doors are closed
and locked when you leave
the building. Your continued
help with this matter makes us
and the church a safer place.
If there are any issues with the
church property that need to
be addressed contact Rod
High first at 610-856-1386 or
if no reply then contact Jim
Spangler at 717-445-6537.
Thank you!
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Ex-Officio

Pastor Zach Labagh

President

Joe Hickson

Vice President

John Thomas

Secretary

Tammy Taylor

AELC
Church
Council

Council

Greg Horton

Members

Ellie Loose

Kimberley Peiffer
Lynne Scheetz
Gayle Tomasko
Andrew Zirkel
Council Treasurer

Bill Baxter

Council Financial
Secretary

Colette Price

Men’s Group
Bible & Brew will be meeting
on Wednesday August 11 at
7pm at John Thomas’ home.
Please contact the church office to let us know if you will be
attending.
office@aelc.org 610-777-2520

August
1, 8, 15*, 22, 29

All services on
Facebook
can be found:

8:15 am—Service of the Word
9:30 am— Worship-HC
*August 15—outside—
weather permitting

on the church
page https://
www.facebook.com/matthew44
or on the church website https://
www.aelc.org/podcasts/media
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JOIN US ON
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

More details to come!
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