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MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER
Christ is Risen, Alleluia!!!
These joyous words resound throughout our Easter season, they move us
from the day of Easter to
the Day of Pentecost. It is a
time for us to witness Resurrection, new life and
promise through Jesus. This is the time that we are called
upon each year to see the importance of newness in our
world. Often people say in our Covid-19 culture, “When
will we get back to ‘normal’?”. That question plagues us
all when we struggle to come to terms with changes in
our lives. The disciples asked the same question after Jesus’ death. Some even went back to their life as fishermen,
compelled to have “normal” return even after experiencing the risen Christ.
Resurrection is not resuscitation. Resuscitation is reviving
someone that theoretically brings them back to “normal”
life. Jesus wasn’t resuscitated. Jesus was resurrected. Resurrection is a “salvific act that is communal in nature and
brings transformation”. Resurrection is happening all
around us, calling us to experience something new. Yet we
are often pulled to want to slide back into what was. What
does it look like for us as disciples of God to move forward
into something new? Into a communal purpose for us at
AELC and the world? God is at work in our world and in
our community. God is active in making things new, so
that we can be inspired by Jesus’ resurrection to continue
working with a bold and daring confidence toward the
promise, that through Christ we are all made new.
Jesus now seeks to call us all through the Holy Spirit into
action by our faith. Pentecost is around the corner, and
we are called as the church to go and proclaim hope.
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To “be” the church in the world. We too for this last year have been the church beyond our
own walls. WE have been gathering together in new ways to experience God’s love for us. Often I hear about people’s desire to be seen whether it is to get “friends” or “likes” or be uplifted
as someone whom everyone knows. Yet God knows us. God loves us.
God asks and calls us to walk humbly with God along our life’s journey.
This powerful commitment isn’t based on people seeing us, but rather
a willingness to put God’s call for our lives first. To serve those around
us with compassionate love and justice that God has shown us.
The Easter season will be winding down and God’s promise to humanity becomes a reality for us more deeply this year. As we celebrate our
Confirmands and welcome them into our congregation as new leaders
let us partake in the joy of Pentecost, and be enlivened by the Spirit
that dwells within us to proclaim Christ more fully in our lives.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Zach

Hello all! The Church Council is excited to bring back the monthly newsletter updates. Monthly meetings include devotions, sharing of God sightings and concerns, approval of all staff,
committee and financial reports as well as the Council Covenant Review.
Additionally in the April Meeting, we recognized the outstanding work of the AV/Tech Team.
The AV group includes Steven Armstrong, Dennis Kintzer and Dave Kershner. Our tech needs
have been supported by Andy Zirkel and Justin Forrer. Both teams worked along with Pastor
Zach in order to make our on-line services a success. The Council would like to express their
thanks and appreciation to these individuals.
In other business, Pastoral Goals and Needs were discussed, as well as the further presentation to Council by Pastor Zach of his Mission and Vision Project.
In miscellaneous notes, John Thomas will be filling Melissa Forrer’s Vice President vacancy
until June 2021 at which time new officers for the executive committee will be named. The
June Congregational Meeting will be added as the official Annual Meeting of the Church in the
Constitution. The Council recommended adding the Personnel Committee to the Constitution.
Recommendations were read from various committees. The Personnel Committee was seeking help updating the LinkedIn site with church activities. The Property Committee was looking for an improvement plan for older trees and scrubs and reminding all not to prop doors
open during Faith Formation and Church.
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IN-PERSON LEARNERS
Faith Formation occurs in-person on Sundays from 9:00a.m to 9:45a.m. We are so excited to
be back together in-person and are grateful to be interacting with one another again.
We started diving into the New Statement by hearing about the different parables and miracles of Jesus.
If you were not signed up to attend in-person classes in the Fall, but wish to do so now,
please email Beth at chrised@aelc.org. Safety planning is still in effect and it is vital that we
know how many students to expect in each classroom. We will not be able to accommodate
new students without proper notice.

AT-HOME LEARNERS
We continued to offer at-home learners weekly Faith Formation lessons
and activities . Each week, at home learners will receive a pre-recorded
lesson and activity that can be completed with common supplies found in
the home.
If you are unable to attend Faith Formation any given Sunday and would
like to be included in the distribution of a Faith Formation lesson for the
week, please let me know by emailing chrised@aelc.org.

A Children’s Message from Pastor Zach is offered biweekly on our
Facebook page and website. Tune in: May 9 and May 23.

Join us on Sunday, May 9 where we will celebrate the
“Mothers” of AELC. Whether you are a mother, stepmother,
grandmother, aunt, or female role model to someone, we want
to celebrate you! Our Faith Formation students have put together a small thank you gift to be given to all the women of
our church on Mother’s Day.
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THANK YOU! To all the teachers of Faith Formation for volunteering your time every
Sunday to the children of AELC and helping them along their way in learning about Jesus and
their faith.
THANK YOU! To the families who trusted us with your children each Sunday and at
times took on the role of teacher at home.
THANK YOU! To the students who participated in Faith Formation whether at home or
in-person with a smiling face behind your mask.
We all made changes to what we are used to and have successfully come to the end of another year of Faith Formation.
THANK YOU! everyone for making my time at AELC as Interim Director of Christian
Education great! I am truly blessed to have been able to fill in for this role.

Although it feels like we just came back, it’s that time of year again when
Faith Formation will be coming to an end. Our last day of Faith Formation will be on Sunday, May 23rd.
This year’s end of year celebration will look a little different (as it seems
everything has this year). More details about our last day will be sent
home to families. No matter what, we are planning on having a fun celebration with our students to close out our year.

MORE INFORMATION COMING
SOON!
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
For more information or to register, visit www.bearcreekcamp.org

We continue to support this great outdoor ministry by helping AELC families to defray the cost of
camp with a $100 contribution to each child that
registers to attend. Once you register, please let
me know what week your child will attend by
emailing me at chrised@aelc.org.
An important note from Bear Creek Camp: WorryFree Registration We have learned a lot from the
pandemic and are using best practices to plan for
the future. If Bear Creek Camp leadership determines that summer camp poses a health risk to
our camper families and staff and opts to cancel,
you will be eligible for a full refund including any
deposits.
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INTERWOVEN

Join AELC and St. John’s
on May 23 for Virtual
Youth Group.
Youth
Group will start at 6pm
and is open to all youth 7th-12th grade. We
ask all participants access our group from
individual devices to allow us to utilize small
groups and break out rooms for deeper conversations.
Contact Kristen at youthd@aelc.org for your
Zoom invite! We can’t wait to see you!

Our next Interwoven will take place on Sunday, May 16 at 5pm! We will meet here at
AELC to do a bit of planting! We will be putting together pots of flowers, as well as making cards and writing notes to some of our
members who can’t make it to church. Come
help us brighten some of our member’s days
and continue to like them know their community is thinking of them!

FOLLOW US!
Our youth have their own
Instagram page. Follow us
to see all the great things we
do - such as Mission Trips,
Interwoven, CAT class and more! Our handle
is @aelc_youth! Check out all the amazing
things we are doing through our faith!

Mission Trip Update
With the support of Council, we have decided to put off our travel for a mission trip for
one more year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. However, we will be hosting a DIY type
Mission week here in our very own community! AELC will be hosting a Mission Week in
which we will participate in various mission
works and activities, both on our property
and in our community! If you were not
signed up for our original mission trip, but
are interested in participating in this one or
have questions, please contact Kristen at
youthd@aelc.org. (Age limit included)

AELC Book Club
Join us May 6 at 6:30pm on
site to finish our book discussion of “The Daughters of Kobani: A Story of Rebellion,
Courage, and Justice” by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon. After this meeting, book club will be
taking their “summer vacation” until September. Even though we won’t be meeting, the
reading isn’t stopping! Over the summer we
will be reading “The Road Back to You: An Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery” and complete the accompanying study guide. Join us
in September to discuss “The Road Back to
You” and what you’ve learned about yourself!
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Need an idea for a delicious and healthy snack? Try some Peanut Butter
stuffed dates. They are yummy, and easy to make. Split a dried date in the center without cutting completely through to create a pocket in the date. Place a
small amount of peanut butter on a spoon, or butter knife, and insert into the
opening you have created. Simple, right? And, as luck would have it, we have
Medjool dates, from Palestine, available at the Fair Trade stand. If you happened to be thinking “it’s too bad Fair Trade doesn’t offer peanut butter” guess what? Equal
Exchange now has “Once again” Brand Crunchy Peanut Butter and Almond Butter, from NY
State, available in their new Grocery section on their website,
https://
shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/new-grocery.
The Nut Butters are part of a new grocery initiative in an effort to support and collaborate
with other independent food sellers. Check out the above link for some delicious options. Let
us know if anything looks interesting. We will gladly consider adding that item to our line of
products for you to try.
One other note worthy mention regarding new products is the release of six new tea flavors.
Check them out here: https://shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/new-products. If any look
too tempting to pass up, let one of us know, or drop us an email at fairtrade@aelc.org.
As always, thank you all for your continued support,
Janine and Connie

Thank You to
everyone who has
been participating
in Senior High
Faith Formation
this year. We have
had some good
discussions
and
joined in laughter and prayer together! We
will meet virtually for the last time this school
year on Sunday, May 16 at 9:00am. Please join
us as we gather together to discuss current
events and how they impact our faith. We will
also discuss plans for the fall. The link for the
Google Meet will be sent out the week before. I
hope to see you there! Please email me with
any questions.
Janine - J9labagh@gmail.com
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Thank You!
Thank you to all who participated in our
World Hunger Challenges! We raised
$1,171.73 to send to ELCA’s World Hunger!
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Greetings from the Interim Musician and Director of Choirs!
Psalm 150
Praise the Lord! Praise God in his Sanctuary: praise him in his mighty firmament!
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness!
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him
strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything That breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
What powerful words our Psalmist gave us! Being a church musician for 54 years, one
thing remains is that worship is indeed as important as the air we breathe!
So is Music Ministry in any church setting. Your church family is blessed with many talented people from what I’ve been told. I am very excited to meet all of you folks hopefully soon, don’t be shy!
Contact me anytime, Sunday mornings, preferably before worship @ 7:45—8:00 am.
Looking forward to serving this church family with a passion for Growth in Christ!
Musically yours,
Joseph DiCindio
Cell: 610-781-5688 or Email: drfibes1956@icloud.com

Praise Team Info
The Joy of Music
Do you sing or play an instrument? If so, consider
sharing your gifts as part
of our Sunday morning
service. You can either
submit a video or play in church on Sunday
morning. If you're interested or have questions,
contact
Bill
Moczydlowski

Confirmation Update
We will be welcoming 6 new Confirmands
into the AELC Community on Saturday May
22. While the worship service will just be
open for our Confirmands and their families,
we will be live streaming the worship at
4pm. We invite you to stream the service
with us and welcome Rena Armstrong, Andrew Keith, Emma Labagh, Meghan Pacharis, Nick Strausser, and Ben Velez as members.
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Treasurer’s General Fund Report
GENERAL FUND UPDATE
Total

General Fund

Weekly

Attendance

Income

Budgetary Need

March 21, 2021

Online only

$4116

$5418

March 28, 2021

47 + online

$4479

$5418

April 4, 2021

59 + online

$8976

$5418

April 11, 2021

31 + online

$4119

$5418

April 18, 2021

37 + online

$5492

$5418

141

$27,182

$27,090

Total

In March, income exceeded income by $1200. Through three months expenses exceed income
by $4600. The General Fund checking account balance stands at $18,900.
March income was boosted by two annual donations which more than offset there being three
pay days.
As of this date, April 21, 2021, we are in the process of paying down the $98,000 mortgage
principal by $44,000.

Many thanks to Ken Baur. Through his efforts
and wading through many details, he applied for
and received a PPP loan in the amount of
$37,154.90 on behalf of AELC. This money is able
to be used for payroll, mortgage payments, and
utilities. We are grateful for Ken and his commitment to this process and the
church. Indications are that we will be able to apply for and qualify for complete forgiveness of repayment of it.
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HVAC Fund Needs You!
Only 75% of Goal Met for Q1 2021
During the 1st quarter of 2021, your donations to the HVAC
Fund totalled $1,295. Unfortunately, monthly payments for the
first quarter totalled $1,718.55 which means we fell short by
$423. Because a few families gave all their HVAC contributions
in a lump sum, we were able to meet our monthly payments for
the first quarter; however, the cushion we currently have is rapidly being depleted and we need your help. If you haven't already given, please give as you're able to do so. As always, thank
you for your generosity.

A special thank you to
Nora Frantz (pictured)
and Gayle Tomasko for
providing the beautiful
flower arrangements
that greet everyone as
they enter the church
portico!
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 West Berks Mission District 
The West Berks Mission District is a coalition of area Lutheran churches working together to do effective, cooperative ministry. YOU are a member of the West Berks Mission District!
The WBMD office is located in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading PA 19604.
WBMD Director – Dawn Baxter
Dawn@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Office Staff/ Bookkeeper - Jane McClellan Renner Jane@westberksmissiondistrict.org
Office Phone – 610-375-8303
Website: www.westberksmissiondistrict.org
________________________________________________

WBMD Spring Assembly – Thursday, May 13 on Zoom

We will begin at 7:00 PM with a presentation by our NEPS Bishop Christopher deForest.
He will be sharing his ministry vision for our Synod and update us on information regarding upcoming events including the virtual Synod Assembly June 4-5 and his installation as our Bishop June 5. Following the Bishop, our Assembly work will include elections – for a WBMD Dean, a lay female liaison to the Synod Council, a lay female delegate to the 2022 ELCA
Assembly and 2-3 members for the WBMD Council. Nomination forms for
synod council and ELCA assembly can be found on the WBMD website.
The meeting is open to all but each congregation should have 2 members
and their rostered ministers to serve as voting members for the elections.
Join Zoom Meeting on your computer, tablet or smart phone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88934613957?
pwd=VUZidWRtOGpNR1VTSEdwd1lwQkVKdz09
Meeting ID: 889 3461 3957
Passcode: 138348
Special thanks to all who were involved with our Wednesday evening services in Lent!
We began Lent on Ash Wednesday with a wonderful recorded service that included
leadership from more than 30 people from across the WBMD. This service was broadcast on Comcast and was also available on YouTube. Thanks to Matt Mellen and Trinity
Reading for their work to put this service together and to all who participated in the
service!
On the other Wednesdays in Lent, we enjoyed gathering together on Zoom for a short worship
service, coming together around the theme of Community. Each week we had more than 40
households joining us! We heard the prayers, scripture readings and a message from a different
pastor/deacon and lay people each week. We had music recorded by musicians from 10 different congregations! This was a wonderful, casual time of fellowship and worship together as the
people of the West Berks Mission District. Thanks to all who helped to make it possible! Thanks
too to Trinity Robesonia for inviting us to their beautiful, live-streamed Holden Evening Prayer
service that followed our Zoom worship. Some of our folks really appreciated attending that
service as well.
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AELC is continuing to look for a person to fill the position
of Director of Children and Family Ministry (formerly Director of Christian Education). Although Beth Thomas
has graciously filled in for this job, her time here as the
Interim Director of Christian Education will be coming to
a close at the end of May. Please contact the church office (office@aelc.org or 610-777-2520) if you or someone you know has an interest in this position. Please
click on link below for job description.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oROuPe6qfp9LBSnJF_Qw2sbHa8SEh5h/view?

Sponsors are needed!
Redner’s Tapes can now be dropped
off in the church vestibule at your
convenience. Please place them in
the box on the table. Contact Susan
Messner with any questions (610-777
-7776).
Thank you!

Won’t you please consider sponsoring
the Sunday worship bulletin?
There are many Sunday’s available to
sign up for.
If you have any questions or wish to
sponsor a week (or two), please contact
Jo Verrill at 610-775-3846 or jodaverrill@gmail.com.

A Special Thank You
AELC received a thank you letter from Berks Schuylkill
Helping Harvest Food Bank for the recent donation of
$2,550.00 from AELC. This donation helped with Helping Harvest to provide with the acquisition & distribution of many pounds of food.
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May 16 will be the final Sunday for our Field Education Student Jayne Leh. It is hard to believe that she has
been with us for an academic year already. We are requesting a card shower wishing her the best and encouragement as she moves forward in her Theological training. If you would like to send a monetary donation or gift,
please have it to the church by May 10. May God Bless
Jayne in her continued studies.

Join us for the 2021 Synod Assembly.
We will gather June 4 and 5 for an
online synod assembly, which will
culminate in the installation of our
Bishop Christopher deForest.
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AELC Prayer
Ministry

AELC Home Worshippers
Please keep these Home Worship members
in your thoughts and prayers:

Recognizing
the
importance of prayer for our
congregation and the world, AELC has a
prayer ministry that communicates needs in
various ways. We primarily communicate
through a weekly email and listing prayers
in the Sunday bulletin. We also have a closed
Facebook group to share emergency requests and praises.
To receive the weekly email, send requests,
updates or praises - please email Roxanne
Loose at reign0827@hotmail.com or the
church office at office@aelc.org. You may also call the church office to leave a request. If
you would like to be a part of the Facebook
group, please let Roxanne know so you can
be added.
There is a Prayer Request box and slips in
the lobby. Feel free to add requests this way;
it will be checked weekly. When adding
someone to the list, please make sure you
have their permission.
Additionally, if you do not use email or social media and would like to be a part of this
ministry, please leave your name and phone
number with Roxanne or the office and we
will communicate with you in a way that
works for you!

Molly Althouse, Pat Hiester,
Arlene Hoster, John Messner,
Janet Orth, Paul Pray,
Malcolm Reider, and
Colleen Williamson

Looking Ahead…
Our next newsletter is the combined JUNE/
JULY issue. If you have content for the
newsletter, please submit your articles by
May 15 to the church office via email at
office@aelc.org or in Dee Constable’s mailbox.

Among the many things that have changed at AELC in the past year, needing lay readers for
our services has not!
Because keeping all members of our congregation safe and healthy is top priority, we are now
recording the readings to be streamed during each service: 1 st Reading; 2nd Reading; and the
Prayer of Intercession. Please use the link below to sign up for the reading you wish to do, or
contact Gaye Dougherty at gayedougherty@gmail.com, 610-507-4562; or Dee Constable at office@aelc.org, 610-777-2520.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F45ABAD2EA1F58-worship
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May Anniversaries

Maxine Seidel
Amy Diebolt Hinkle
Barry Voigt
Heather Bruno
Calvin York
Shauna Kring
Harrison Moczydlowski
Jill Moczydlowski
Margo Stebbins
John Thomas
Tanya Clemens
Celebrate
Brad Garman
Your
Kevin Kring
Day!!
Tristan Updegraeff
Evelyn Rohlf
Meghan Pacharis
Craig Althouse
Harriet Layton
Harry Kring
Alec Chen
Chelsea Keiser
Virginia Pakradooni
Aiden McCurley
Gloria Craley
Ron Yoder
Emma Kring
Clint May

1
7
9
12
25
28

Carol Knickerbocker & Dustin Armstrong (1998)
Melissa & Justin Forrer (2011)
Barbara & Melvyn Smith (1970)
Linda & James Kreider (1970)
Sandy & Lewis Dake (1973)
Mary & Harry Kring (1957)
Jennie & Ryan Velez (2005)

GROUNDS CLEAN-UP
MAINTENANCE BOOK
The Property Committee has created a
book for you to sign-up to clean a specific
grounds area and to maintain on an ongoing basis. Please look through the book
on the table in the lobby and if you have an
interest in keeping the grounds in good
shape or just enjoy working outside, pick
an area and sign your name. When you and
your group want to do the clean-up/
maintenance is whatever works best for
you and your time schedule. If you have
questions or concerns, please contact a
member
of the property
committee.

We would ask that you
wear a mask whenever
you are onsite at AELC,
even if you are just dropping
something off. Let us
strive to keep everyone as safe as possiTwo well known pioneer ministers were The
ble.
Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Lutheran,
and The Rev. Michael Schlatter, Reformed.
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NOTICE
Please help our Safety and
Property Committee by making sure all doors are closed
and locked when you leave
the building. Your continued
help with this matter makes us
and the church a safer place.
If there are any issues with the
church property that need to
be addressed contact Rod
High first at 610-856-1386 or
if no reply then contact Jim
Spangler at 717-445-6537.
Thank you!
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Ex-Officio

Pastor Zach Labagh

President
Vice President
Secretary
Council
Members

Lynne Scheetz
John Thomas *temporary
Tammy Taylor
Steven Davis
Greg Horton
Ellie Loose
Kimberley Peiffer
John Thomas
Andrew Zirkel
Bill Baxter

AELC
Church
Council
Council Treasurer
Council Financial
Secretary

Colette Price

Women’s Group
Our Women’s Group is currently on pause. If you are
interested in planning a
Women’s Group, please
contact
Kristen
at
youthd@aelc.org.

Men’s Group
Group meetings not
being held at this
time.

All services on
Facebook
can be found:
on the church
page https://
www.facebook.com/matthew44
or on the church website https://
www.aelc.org/podcasts/media

9:00 am
10:00 am

May 2
Early Worship
CAT Class/Faith Formation Class
Late Worship—HC
May 9
Early Worship—HC
CAT Class/Faith Formation Class
Late Worship—HC
May 16
Early Worship
CAT Class/Faith Formation Class
Late Worship—HC
May 23
Faith Formation Class Gathering
Combined Worship—HC-

8:15 am
9:30 am

May 30
(summer hours begin)
Service of the Word
Combined Worship—HC

8:15 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
8:15 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
8:15 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
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All Services are subject to change

