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Grace and peace to you from 
God our Creator and Jesus 
the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. Jesus has many 
names throughout the gos-
pels. Jesus is referred to as 
Alpha and Omega, Immanu-

el, King of Kings, Light of the world, Morning Star, 
Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Lamb of God, 
Savior of the World, Good Shepherd, The Way, Lord of 
Lords, Anointed one, Bread of Life, Chief Cornerstone, 
Great High Priest, Messiah, Teacher, Rabbi, Truth, 
Word of God, Son of God, Son of Man, and King of the 
Jews. This month we celebrate not only Jesus being 
Christ the King of all, but then quickly rewind to the 
beginning as we await the coming birth of Emmanuel, 
God with us.  
 

Our church year ends on the promise of Christ the 
King Sunday, November 20. However, this kingship is 
different. The crown that Jesus wears as king, is not 
made of gold and jewels but rather of thorns. The 
crown that pierces Jesus’ forehead draws sacrificial 
blood. Jesus doesn’t ascend any throne to assert pow-
er, nor does he make his subjects bow down. Rather it 
is Jesus who bows down and washes his followers’ 
feet his last night with them. Jesus doesn’t force any-
one to die in his place but rather offers himself up for 
his followers and the world. Jesus’ commandment is 
to Love God and Love one another as Jesus loves us. 
That is the kingdom that Jesus seeks to bring near to 
us. That is the kingdom that through our baptism we 
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are made members of. That is the kingdom that we are charged to bring near as follow-
ers of Jesus. That kingdom is what we give thanks for this month. As we gather with 
family and friends to give thanks for one another let us also remember to give thanks for 
the King who suffered for us. For the God who sent Jesus into the world for us.  
 

We then reset, we engage with each other by preparing our building for the Advent Sea-
son. We prepare during our Advent Day of Serving to care 
for others during the time of hope and wonder. This season 
reminds us of a promise that God continually offers us. God 
sends us Jesus in human form, to a family that wasn’t per-
fect or wealthy, but one that showed humility when faced 
with this task to raise this child. As they prepare so can we, 
to welcome this baby, in humbleness, in hope for our future 
year and our lives together. So let us give thanks to the King who willingly came down to 
earth to be a King that serves, a king that sacrifices himself for us, and a King that in-
vites us in love to serve one another. 
 
Peace in the King we will soon await again, 

 
   Pastor Zach 

Congratulations to our 2  
newest confirmands!  

Welcome Sara and Sedona! 
AELC is blessed to have you! 
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It's a.....baby shower! Join us for Inter-
woven on Sunday, December 11 at 
5pm for a baby shower to help collect 
items for mothers and babies in need! 
Bring your favorite covered dish to 
share in a pot luck dinner, enjoy some 
blue and pink cupcakes, and come play 
some baby shower games! We ask you 
bring a shower gift-which will go to 
helping support new moms through the 
Parish Resource Center.  Items they are 
requesting are: pacifiers, wipes, Size 1 
disposable diapers, NoseFrida nasal as-
pirator plus pack of replacement filters, 
new or gently used onesies (0-3M), 
new or gently used foldable changing 
pad, new or gently used swaddle blan-
ket, new or gently used diaper bag or 
backpack. Come out for an evening of 
fun and a way to provide for new moth-
ers! If you cannot join us for Interwo-
ven but would still like to donate items, 
you can drop them off with Kristen. 

 

INTERWOVEN 

We will not have youth group for Decem-
ber. Instead join us here at AELC on De-
cember 18 for a morning full of Christ-
mas spirit! Make sure to browse our 
youth bazaar that morning for some 
wonderful and unique Christmas gifts-we 
will even do the wrapping for you! 

Sr. High Faith Formation:   

Please join Allison Eshleman and Janine 
Labagh as we discuss current issues that 
are of interest to you. We would love to 
have all Sr High Youth join us on the 1st  
and 3rd Sundays of each month! If you 
have any questions please contact Ja-
nine, Allison or Kristen.  

THANK YOU!  
Thank you to all who volunteered their 
time to help us prep and quart pot pie! 
We could not have done it without you! A 
special thanks to Tom 
Ramsbottom who gave his 
weekend to cook all the 
delicious pot pie! 

CAT Class 
There will be no CAT Class on Sunday, 
December 25 or Sunday January 1. 
We will resume class on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8! 
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AELC Book Club  
We will meet on Thursday, De-
cember 1 to discuss the end-
ing of “Eternal” by Lisa Scotto-

line. We will then go on our “Christmas 
Break.” During that time, we will read “The 
One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot” by 
Marianne Cronin. We will meet on Thursday, 
January 5 to discuss the book. After the 
5th, we will be reading “Lessons in Chemis-
try” by Bonnie Garmus. Keep an eye out in 
our January newsletter for that reading 
schedule! While you’re at it, grab some of our 
Fair Trade tea or coffee to cozy up with while 
you read! Happy reading! 

FOLLOW US!   

Our youth have their own In-
stagram page.  Follow us to 
see all the great things we do 
- such as Mission Trips, Inter-
woven, CAT class and more!  Our han-
dle is @aelc_youth!  Check out all the 
amazing things we are doing through 
our faith! 

We are ready and re-
stocked at the Fair Trade 
stand to fulfill some yum-
my Christmas wishes! 
Coffees, teas, chocolate 
bars, olive oil, and cocoa, 
all make great Christmas gifts. Did you 
know that the teas and coffees at the 
stand cost less than the same or similar 
products at your local grocery store? 
And these feel good products spread joy 
in both the giving and receiving. When 
gift recipients learn what Fair Trade 
products are, they feel good about re-
ceiving such a thoughtful and mutually 
beneficial gift. If you would like to in-
clude information with a gift explaining 
what Fair Trade is, and how coffee, teas, 
and chocolates are curated for Equal Ex-
change, please help yourself to the bro-
chures available for handout at the stand 
or contact Janine or Connie with any 
questions. You can also email us at 
fairtrade@aelc.org 
 

Merry Christmas, and as always, thank 
you for your support in this ministry. 
Janine and Connie 

Angel Tree 
Our Brecknock Angel Tree is here! Check out our tree 
in the lobby and pick an ornament (or a couple!) to 
provide gifts for families in our community. Please re-
turn your wrapped gift, with the ornament on it 
by Thursday, December 15. You can also make a mone-
tary donation towards gifts and we will take care of the 
shopping for you! 

mailto:fairtrade@aelc.org
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Children & Family Special Holiday Service 

On Sunday, December 18 at 10:30 am 

Bring your family and join us for a worship full of Christmas Caroling, 
Family Photo Booth, Cookies, Hot Cocoa and a family craft.  Join us in 

celebrating the birth of Jesus and the love surrounding our Church 
and Families on this holiday season!  

 

 

 “Holiday Bazaar featuring Teens & Young Adults   

Join our teens and young adults for a  

special holiday Bazaar! 

                    December 18th        9am-12pm 

These very unique, homemade items will make perfect Christmas presents!  

With every purchase we will take care of all your present wrapping needs!  
Registration forms are on the bulletin board or on our website at AELC.org 

 

 

Get on your dancing shoes! 
Come to our Christmas Party & Dance! 

 
December 10 

4-6pm 
 

Bring your favorite dish! 
Dessert and Drinks will be provided. 

                                      Please let us know if you are coming!   
                              Registration in the lobby and  

                            on our webpage at AELC.org by Dec. 3 
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During our Christmas Eve worship the Pastor will 
again have Notecards for you to write up to 3 questions 
on. Those 3 questions will be the focus of the Pastor's 
sermon starting Jan 8 thru Feb 15. If you will not be in 
attendance you can submit them early and leave them 
in his mailbox or in the church office.    
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                Let us know what are you are thankful for this holiday season. Build 
our turkey with hearts and feathers and watch how our turkey over flows 

with thanks! 
Pick a heart or a feather. Write down what you are thankful for and place it in the 

basket.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thessalonians 5:16-18. Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all cir-

cumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
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Treasurer’s General  
Fund Report 

              

    
 *attendance includes onsite and online figures. 
 
In October our expenses exceeded income by $326.  
 

For the first ten months of the year, income trails expenses by $28,400.  
 

The General Fund checkbook balance at the end of October was about $19,000 includ-
ing the balance of the PPP funds. 
 

 

 

GENERAL FUND UPDATE 

  Total General Fund  Weekly 

  Attendance* Income Budgetary Need 

Oct 23, 2022  122 $3482 $5418 

Oct 30, 2022  100 $4134 $5418 

Nov 6, 2022  112 $7685 $5418 

Nov 13, 2022  107 $4719 $5418 

Total  441 $20,020 $21,672 
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GENEROSITY ACTION OPPORTUNITY 
The pastor’s message on October 30 was 
about the importance of not just thinking 
about ways to get involved and do good, but 
to act. That same day Kristen spoke about 
Generosity and some members explained how 
they have seen AELC’s generosity in action. 
 

Here is a chance for you to take generous ac-
tion to fill or to help to fill an important role 
here at the church.  
 

In August I informed Council that after about 
ten years as treasurer I am retiring at the end 
of 2022. We are seeking a volunteer or several 
volunteers to fill the role. Having one person 
being the treasurer would be fine, but several 
people each doing part of the work would 
give each a lighter workload and, from a good 
business practice point of view, it is best not 
to have one person handle all aspects of trans-

actions involving finances. 
 

I will help in the transition and have written guidelines for the various segments of the 
job. We now have a payroll service so issuing paychecks and W-2s and paying withheld 
taxes is no longer part of the job. We issue fewer checks because there is more credit 
card use and electronic payments. The treasurer does not have to be a participant in 
counting and depositing weekly offerings.  We have streamlined some of the procedures, 
but I am sure new people would see ways to be more efficient than I am, not being an ac-
countant, techie (Lord knows I’m no techie), or data entry whiz (two fingers max.). 
 

If you are not familiar with QuickBooks, don’t worry. I knew nothing about it. Betsy 
Diebolt was a big help to me and we now have a member who has taught QuickBooks 
classes and is a great source of help. 
 

If you have interest in serving AELC in this way or have questions, please contact the pas-
tor or me (dandbbax@gmail.com or 610 775-3763) at your earliest convenience. The 
end of 2022 is right around the corner. 
 

Thanks for your consideration, 
 

Bill Baxter 
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mailto:dandbbax@gmail.com
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REDNER’S SAVE-A-TAPE 

Stop, before you cut off the bottom you want make 
sure you have the 1% total left on.  If you use self-
checkout be sure you use your Redner's card.  I recent-
ly threw out over 100 tapes that did not have this in-
formation on them.  That's money we can't get for our 
church. Any questions, call me.   
Susan @ 6110-777-7776. 

Sponsors are needed for bulletins and flowers! 

Won’t you please consider sponsoring the Sunday worship 
bulletin and or the altar flowers?  The charts are on the 
bulletin board in the lobby.  

Cost: Bulletins—$20.00 

Flowers—see below 

Flower prices for weekly altar and chancel bouquets will be increasing for 2023, 
beginning in January. The 2 altar vases will be $50 plus $4 delivery fee for a total 
of $54.00.  One chancel bouquet, will cost a total of $50.00.  Amy, at Stein's Flow-
ers, has tried to keep our costs down for the last few years, but now finds it neces-
sary for an increase. Thank you so much for sponsoring flowers in the past, and 
hopefully will continue to sponsor in the future!   If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Sandy (610-334-3175). 

Questions: contact Jo Verrill at jodaverrill@gmail.com 
for bulletins and Sandy Fluck at 610-334-3175 for flowers.  

Ronald McDonald House Can Tabs 
are now being collected again.  

Please drop them off in the contain-
er in the vestibule any time at your 

convenience. 

Thank you. 

mailto:jodaverrill@gmail.com
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AELC Home Worshippers 
Please keep these Home Worship members 
in your thoughts and prayers: 

Ron Austin, Larry Craley, Pat Hiester,  
Paul Pray, Malcolm Reider 

 
 

 

Looking Ahead… 
Our next newsletter is the January issue.  If 

you have content for the newsletter, please 

submit your articles by December 15 to the 

church office via email at  

office@aelc.org or in Dee Constable’s mail-

box. 

 

AELC Prayer Ministry 
Recognizing the importance of 
prayer for our congregation and 

the world, AELC has a prayer ministry that 
communicates needs in various ways. We 
primarily communicate through a weekly 
email and listing prayers in the Sunday bul-
letin. We also have a closed Facebook group 
to share emergency requests and praises. 
To receive the weekly email, send requests, 
updates or praises - please email Steve Cope 
at prayerlist@aelc.org or the church of-
fice at office@aelc.org. You may also call the 
church office to leave a request. If you would 
like to be a part of the Facebook group, 
please let Steve know so you can be added. 
There is a Prayer Request box and slips in 
the lobby. Feel free to add requests this way; 
it will be checked weekly. When adding 
someone to the list, please make sure you 
have their permission. 
Additionally, if you do not use email or so-
cial media and would like to be a part of this 
ministry, please leave your name and phone 
number with Steve or the office and we will 
communicate with you in a way that works 
for you!    

GROUNDS CLEAN-UP  
MAINTENANCE BOOK 

The Property Committee has created a 
book for you to sign-up to clean a specific 
grounds area and to maintain on an on-
going basis.  Please look through the book 
on the table in the lobby and if you have an 
interest in keeping the grounds in good 
shape or just enjoy working outside, pick 
an area and sign your name.  When you 
and your group want to do the clean-up/
maintenance is whatever works best for 
you and your time schedule.  If you have 
questions or concerns, please contact a 
member of the property committee. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED 
Lay Readers have a choice of either pre-
recording the readings or providing the 
readings in person, onsite.   Please use 
the link below to sign up for the reading 
you wish to do and make your choice of 
presentation – pre-recorded or onsite. Or 
you can contact Gaye Dougherty at 
gayedougherty@gmail or 610-507-4562 
or contact Dee Constable at of-
fice@aelc.org, 610-777-2520.  
 https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0F45ABAD2EA1F58-worship 

mailto:prayerlist@aelc.org
mailto:office@aelc.org
mailto:office@aelc.org
mailto:office@aelc.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hEcINdTrXlrrs13y4xDw144FMYNjqQFVlwordnIkQAvsnn0UuA62hFWvspbgfenNV6PGFxA4BrE-yrRYba1fgRHGw5ct38z2UVpuZQT_fEfCubsqgVDzh0Nf_riOaFeLVpvTilnjJ0061kVwUnU7Na8ARhkCxlSFbkfQDM3ktmWD3yDg59iPROlltzmxNwXU&c=f1eI7lbwR40dD123PTOf_ObPi36WpTsB
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hEcINdTrXlrrs13y4xDw144FMYNjqQFVlwordnIkQAvsnn0UuA62hFWvspbgfenNV6PGFxA4BrE-yrRYba1fgRHGw5ct38z2UVpuZQT_fEfCubsqgVDzh0Nf_riOaFeLVpvTilnjJ0061kVwUnU7Na8ARhkCxlSFbkfQDM3ktmWD3yDg59iPROlltzmxNwXU&c=f1eI7lbwR40dD123PTOf_ObPi36WpTsB
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HELP BOTH OUR CHURCH AND OUR PLANET AT THE SAME TIME 
AELC is  using the Planet Green Recycling Program to collect used ink car-
tridges to send in to recycle and receive money back to be used in support 
of the church’s Mission Trip program.  A collection box is in the vesti-
bule for dropping off your used ink cartridges for us to submit to Planet 
Green Recycling.  
If you wish to mail them in yourself from home, please follow the steps be-
low: 

 Open the following link on your computer: http://www.planetgreenrecycle.com/ 
 Click on item 2 “Free USPS Label” 
 Fill in label request 
 Your first & last name 
 Your email address 
 Organization Program Code: Enter 31821 
 Address – Enter Church Address:  1327 Alleghenyville Rd, Mohnton, PA  19540 
 Identify how many cartridges.  YOU MUST SEND AT LEAST 4 
 You will receive a prepaid label in your email to mail the cartridges 
 Box up the cartridges, attach the label and drop off at post office 
 
The church receives funds directly from Planet Green Recycling, $1.00 for every cartridge (commonly 
used cartridges).  If you choose to mail in your cartridges yourself, it is very important to make sure to 
include the church’s Organization Program Code (31821) so we receive the credit for the car-
tridges.  No toner cartridges accepted. 

Thank you for your support of the AELC Mission Trip Program! 

Celebrating 

& honoring 

a few of our 

veterans at 

worship on 

Nov. 13. 

http://www.planetgreenrecycle.com/
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DECEMBER 
8:30 am—Gayle Tomsko 

10:30 am—Jackie & Dean Hirneisen 
JANUARY 

8:30 am—Susan & James Messner/
Ruth Sneeringer 

10:30 am— 

 
 
 
 

December 2—Christmas at Joanna 
December 4—Seasons Music at 10:30 am 
Combined Worship Service 
December 10—Christmas Family Dance 
Party 
December 12—Family Promise Support 
Week 
December 18—Children & Family Special 
Holiday Service at 10:30am Combined 
Worship/Holiday Bazaar 
December 24—Christmas Eve Services: 
5:30 pm Music and Family Service at 6:00 
pm.   
Traditional Candlelight  Service at 9 pm. 
December 25—Christmas Day Service 
Online 
January 1—New Years 2023!  10:30 am 

Combined Worship (Lessons & Carols) 

January 8—Breakfast & Discussion – 9 

am, 10:30 - Combined Worship, 11:30 am 

– Congregational Meeting (finance) 

Christmas Eve/Day Worship 

Christmas eve worship—music at 
5:30pm and Family Focused worship 
at 6 pm  
Candle Light service at 9 pm. 
 
Christmas Day will be online on  
Facebook at 9am and 10:30. On 
YouTube at the same times. 

Mid-week Advent online at noon and 
7pm Wednesday’s in Advent. Our 
Theme this year is “Preparing in 
Christ’s Presence.” This midweek 
worship series provides services of 
prayer, liturgy and readings, around 
the themes of “Do Less,” “Wonder,” 
and “Hope.” Each service offers times 
for silent reflection as well as oppor-
tunities for reflection using various 
activities as suggested. 
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Ava Albera,  
Governor Mifflin  
Student Council 
5th Grade 

Congrats to Emma Labagh and the Entire 
Governor Mifflin Marching Band  
4th place finish at Cavalcade of Bands in 
Hershey 

Patrick Grunwald and Emma 
Kring have both successfully 
defended their MS thesis pro-
jects, to receive their Master 
of Science Degree 

Knicki Knickerbocker, completed PA  
Master Naturalist Program 

Congrats to Rena Armstrong and 
the entire Twin Valley Marching 
Band—2nd place finish!! Tough, 
windy conditions. So proud of 
these kids.  Cavalcade of Bands in 
Hershey 

Happenings by members of 

AELC!!  

More photos on next page... 
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December Birthdays 
3  Heidi Ramsbottom 
5  Olivia Yoder 
 Lea Keith 
8  Tammy Taylor 
 Clara Zirkel 
9  Sandy Dake 
 Brandon Carl 
10  Michael Grim 
11  Beth Thomas 
12  Noah Zimmerman 
13  Craig Scheetz 
14  Gary Coffey 
 Ava Albera  
15  Ray Hill 
 Nathaniel Klein 
16  Linda Oeffinger 
 Tara Cylcewski 
 Michael Prince 
17  Darryl Breniser 
 Alissa Albera 
19  Brenda Baur 
 Jacquelyn Hirneisen 
21  David Beyer 
23  Courtney Kerschner 
24  Holly James 
26  Norma Jean Rogers 
 Robin Ream 
28  Dennis Kintzer 
29  Gail Schrantz 
30  Audrey Rogers 
31  Jennifer Pacharis 
 
 

 

Teagan O’Brien 

Grace Kerschner, GM Cross Country 
All Division 1 

Curtis Kirkel 
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AELC Church Council 

Ex-Officio Pastor Zach Labagh 

President Joe Hickson 

Vice President Gayle Tomasko 

Secretary Allison Eshleman 

Council Members Steven Cope 

      Ellie Loose 

 Laraine Montgomery 

  Andrew Zirkel 

Youth Member Emelia Haupert 

Youth Member  Jacob Labagh 

Council Treasurer Bill Baxter 

Council Financial  
Secretary 

Colette Price 

SEASONS MUSIC!! 
A Celtic Advent Service will be led by 
“Season’s Music” from Harrisburg.  Mary 
Kate and her siblings will 
use the harp, dulcimer, 
and cello to play beautiful 
Christmas music at the 
10:30 am combined wor-
ship service on Sunday, 
December 4. 

CHRISTMAS AT JOANNA 
Friday, December 2 

5:30-6:15pm 
Meet at stage at 5pm 

Sign-up sheet in lobby of 
church. Anyone welcome! 

More information in weekly 
bulletins 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 
10:30 AM COMBINED  
WORSHIP SERVICE. 

MEETING IS TO APPROVE THE  

2023 BUDGET. 

 
 
 
 

Men’s Group 
 

Next meeting to  
be determined 
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DECEMBER 
 

Dec. 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am Faith Formation/CAT Classes 
9:30 am Adult Faith Formation Class 
9:30 am Sr. High Faith Formation Class 
10:30 am Combined Worship-HC/Seasons  
  Music 

Dec. 11 
Third Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am Faith Formation Classes/CAT Class 
9:30 am Adult Faith Formation Class 
10:30 am Combined Worship-HC 

Dec. 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am Faith Formation Classes/CAT Class 
9:30 am Adult Faith Formation Class 
9:30 am Sr. High Faith Formation Class 
10:30 am Combined Worship-HC/Special 
   Children’s Program 

Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve 

5:30 pm Music 
6:00 pm Family Candlelight Christmas Eve  
  Service 
9:00 pm Traditional Candlelight Christmas  
  Eve Service (music prior to service) 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

 Online Christmas Day Worship Service 

NOTICE 
Please help our Safety and 
Property Committee by mak-
ing sure all doors are closed 
and locked when you leave 
the building.  Your continued 
help with this matter makes us 
and the church a safer place. 
 
If there are any issues with the 
church property that need to 
be addressed  contact Rod 
High first at 484-755-4364 or 
if no reply then contact Jim 
Spangler at 717-445-6537. 

Thank you! 

All services 
on  

Facebook  
can be 
found: 

 

on the church 
page  https:www.facebook.com
/matthew44  
 

or on the 
church website  https://
www.aelc.org/podcasts/media 

https://www.aelc.org/podcasts/media
https://www.aelc.org/podcasts/media

