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AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER
“Come, to know the love of God: Go, to make it known.”

Grace and peace to you from God our Creator, Jesus
our Redeemer, and the Spirit that moves in and
through us. I am always amazed by how fast these
months seem to fly by. Before I realized it; July is here
and another newsletter is waiting to be written and
share upcoming ministry events. As I have for months,
I want to focus on our Mission statement, primarily
the concept of God’s love, this
Come, to month. We invite people to
to know the Love of God”,
know the “Come,
and then encourage them to “Go,
and make it known.” What exactly
love of
are we inviting and encouraging
God: Go, them to share? What does God’s
love mean to you? I remember
to Make it throughout my candidacy
(process to become a pastor)
known.
God’s love was raised several
times for me to ponder and discuss. For me it has always been based in (Yes, you can probably guess) Micah 6:8’s focus of “justice, compassion, and humbly
walking with God.” As I think of God’s love, I think
about God’s call for justice for all people. Throughout
the Bible God calls for justice by seeking a closer relationship to ALL people.
The trouble with these three foci in Micah, is that
sometimes I don’t always fulfill them like I would like.
Sometimes, others might think I don’t fulfill them well
at all and it’s okay that they have their opinion. We all
have different perspectives that we look through, and
our perceptions inform us about many things.
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In leadership I have learned that sometimes my actions, decision, and words, may not
be understood as I would like them to be. Other times some
might think that my actions are wrong. Soren Kierkegaard
once said “Life can only be understood backwards; but it must
be lived forwards.” We have to make decisions that affect our
present and future, based on our history and the information
we have before us. God’s love for me, reminds me that we ALL
make mistakes, and the best we can do, is to seek God’s guidance, forgiveness, grace, and hope for our present and future. It
is not always easy, and we will not always agree. However,
what we can hold onto is the promise that God is with us. God seeks to be in relationship with us, to offer us and ALL people, justice, compassionate love and accompanying
us as we walk humbly beside God.
As a community we are called to support and challenge each other. Part of that community is being connected to one another and to be in relationship with others. Part of that
takes an openness, to discuss challenging topics, as well as sharing our own struggles,
fears, joys, and hopes. We have taken a step in this direction
through completing the survey that was done during the annual
meeting and the week after. We (council and staff) heard you.
And we are working to take steps on what you shared. Another
part of being in community means being vulnerable, able to
acknowledge where we struggle, and an openness to ask for
help. It also means owning our feelings, our perspectives and
being willing to have discussions with each other even when we
don’t or can’t agree. We, as council and staff are continually discerning God’s love for our future together. While we may not be
able to know all our members personally, we can know that our community can be
strong, not because of the work of the pastor, staff, or council, but because we are
grounded by God’s love in community. We are so excited about God’s love at AELC, and
being able to share that love in our daily lives. Our members reach out to our guests,
and engage with each other beyond Sunday morning worship. It takes ALL of us, to be
the embodiment of God in the world. Each of us have unique gifts to share with others,
all in the midst of God’s love for us and for the world. As we hear from our mission trippers this month, and also a few member’s stories, may we see God’s love at work in our
community, and beyond the walls, so that we may continue to discern God’s love for our
future together.
Peace in the Spirit that moves us,
Pastor Zach
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July 21 - Family Evening VBS: Who is My Neighbor?
Wednesday evening, children and families gathered for fun and
games and learned about who our neighbors are through God’s
love! A meal of pizza and mac and cheese started us off on a full
stomach, then puppets, songs by Mr. Bill and prayer got us up and
going.

The evening got complicated rather quickly as Mitzi the little toddler
piglet puppet mysteriously disappeared! The children quickly jumped
into action and moved through centers to help find
poor Mitzi. At the Police Station Center they prepared
badges and magnifying glasses. Neighbors at the
Farm Station helped children make a barn to house
Mitzi in the event that children found her.

At the Post Office Station, children made cards for their 6-year old
neighbor friend, Swna in India.

Children needing refreshment to continue the hunt, visited the Ice
Cream Parlor!
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Mitzi finally surfaced at the end of the evening as children followed clues to rescue her!
Thank goodness for the children because Mitzi had become stuck inside a treasure chest
as she was preparing gifts for all the children to take home! Mitzi was checked out by Dr.
Claude the Clown puppet and was declared to be in tip top health, just a bit frightened
from being alone in the treasure chest.

It was a beautiful evening with more than 16 children, parents, and grandparents joining in the fun. Thank you to all the volunteers and helpers and to the children for your
hard work and love as good neighbors to find Mitzi! Your donations and support helped
to make the evening a huge success and tons of fun for children as laughter, song, dance,
and cheers of joy filled the sanctuary once again!! I hope all can join us again August 18
5:30-7:30 pm for more fun, games, and perhaps another mystery!
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From July 26—29,
nine youth gathered
here at AELC to participate
in
our
“Beyond the Walls” At Home Mission Trip!
Throughout the week, we served here at
AELC as well as in our community by making breakfast sandwiches for Opportunity
House, helping with Triangle Therapeutic
Riding at Stony Run Fields, packing food
boxes for senior citizens at Helping Harvest, volunteering at In Ian’s Boots, and
working with ARL Berks. It was an amazing week filled with faith and service as
we learned what it means to be church,
Beyond the Walls.
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Save the Date! Join us here
at AELC on Saturday September 25 for our World Hunger Basket Raffle and Auction! We will have a spaghetti dinner
available for $10 a meal, as well as raffle,
silent auction, and auction items! All funds
raised will go to supporting those experiencing hunger. As a result of the Covid-19
pandemic, we recognize the need in our
community as well as worldwide, so this
year 20% of the funds we raise will stay
here in our community and 80% of those
funds will go to ELCA World Hunger.

Thank you to all who volunteered their
time, cooking talents, and creativity in creating shoe boxes for our week. We could
Looking for donations. We will need donot have had a successful week without
nations for our World Hunger Event in Sepany of you!
tember. We are looking for baskets to inCollege Students! If you clude in our raffle opportunities as well as
are heading off to college- larger items for our silent auction. If you
or just heading back, are willing or interested in donating in any
please send your school way, please contact Kristen Kelly at
address to Kristen at youthd@aelc.org! youthd@aelc.org. Get creative! If you have
AELC wants to keep in touch while you a talent you'd like to donate (such as bakare at school. Regardless of if its your ing a cake, or offering your babysitfirst year, or you’re going back to college - ting services) we'd love to showcase and
auction those off as well!
know we are lifting you up in prayer!
AELC Book Club
Book club is on their “summer vacation” until September. Even though we
won’t be meeting, the reading isn’t stopping! Join us in reading “The Road
Back to You: An Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery” by Ian Morgan
Cron and Suzanne Stabile and complete the accompanying study guide. Join us in September to discuss “The Road Back to You” and what you’ve learned about yourself!
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Our next Interwoven will take place on
Sunday, August 8. Pack your dinner and
join us at 5pm to eat our meal and then to
help prepare a meal for Opportunity
House. We will do prep and cooking here
at AELC and the meal will be delivered to
Opportunity House the next day.

Our first confirmation class will take
place on Sunday, September 19 at 9am.
Students entering 7th grade will begin
their confirmation this year.

INTERWOVEN

Youth Group will resume this fall! Our
first meeting date and place will be
named soon!
Things have been busy at the Fair Trade stand as we continue to offer a
selection of fairly traded, equally exchanged products. Did you know that
the Equal Exchange Organization is 100% employee owned, and employee governed? Or that they have a “no exit strategy policy”, which means
that the company can never be sold for a profit, but rather if the company were ever to be sold, any profit would go to another organization that
does Fair Trade work. These are pretty high standards they have set for themselves, and
they set those same high standards for all the products they sell. So next time you walk
by the stand, consider treating yourself to one of their products and make a difference
by supporting all of those who help to bring these high quality products to your pantry.
As always, thank you for your continued support, Janine and Connie
Women’s Group

FOLLOW US!
Our youth have their own Instagram
page. Follow us to see all the great
things we do - such as Mission Trips, Interwoven, CAT class and more! Our handle
is @aelc_youth! Check out all the amazing things we are
doing through our faith!
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Our Women’s Group is
currently on pause. If
you are interested in
planning a Women’s
Group, please contact
Kristen at youthd@aelc.org.
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Welcome to AELC’s New Council Members
GAYLE TOMASKO &
granddaughters)
Why did you decide to serve on the AELC Council?
I decided to be on council because being a fairly new
member, I wanted to serve and be more involved. It felt
right in my heart.

What is your favorite ice cream flavor?
My favorite ice cream is Rocky Road.
What are you most excited about at AELC?
I am excited to see what God has in his plans for us
moving forward as a church family. Last year was difficult, but that is when you grow.

JOE HICKSON

Why did you decide to serve on the AELC Council?
Want to improve unity within our church family by
helping where I can.
What is your favorite ice cream flavor?
Vanilla. As ice cream is intended in the King James
version.
What are you most excited about at AELC?
That people care about our church members and others as Christ commanded.
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