
June 28, 2018 

Dear Friends of Cornell Institute for Healthy Futures (CIHF), 

Some wise person once said that “time flies when you are having fun.” This has definitely been the 
case for me serving as the Executive Director of Cornell Institute for Healthy Futures since July 1st 
2015 (the institute for formally inaugurated on Nov 2nd 2015). With generous support from Cornell 
University’s School of Hotel Administration and College of Human Ecology, we started our institute 
with a bold vision and some inspirational ideas to bring together the concepts, experiences, 
challenges, and thought and industry leaders in health, wellness, hospitality, senior living. It has 
been an exciting journey and I am extremely proud of what we have achieved. Please allow me to 
list some of our major accomplishments: 

• We now have a corporate advisory board comprising of a prominent group of senior executives from
25 different global organizations. Thanks to their support, the institute is in excellent financial
health.

• We currently have 50 faculty fellows from different colleges across Cornell, 39 academic scholars
from some of the leading universities around the world, and 21 industry scholars.

• The institute is also the home base for both undergraduate and graduate student clubs.
• During the last three years we have organized a major conference, roundtables focused on senior

living, mental and behavioral health, hospitality & healthcare interface, and most recently, a
symposium on patient experience.

• We have hosted at least 75 industry speakers on campus either as part of panel(s) or as guest
lecturers during our classes. Many of their inspiring videos have been archived by CornellCast and
are regularly used in classes.

• We have an active series of ongoing research projects and soon we will start producing reports that
highlight key-insights.

• Last but not the least, we have initiated several educational initiatives including launching a new
minor on healthy futures; a new summer course (Making a difference by design: applications for
health & hospitality) for high-school students; and started preparing two online certifications for
Senior Living and Healthcare (to be launched later this year).

The above list is a sample of achievements that would not have been possible without the active
encouragement from you personally and more broadly from the organizations that you represent.
On behalf of all of us at the institute I thank you for your continued support.

As some of you may know, being a faculty member at Cornell allows us the opportunity to take
different types of administrative and pedagogic roles. It has been my distinct honor and privilege to
serve as the founding executive director of this institute but my term comes to an end on June 30th

2018 . After that time I will serve as Co-Chair of CIHF’s governing board representing the Dean of
Cornell SC Johnson College of Business and will still be actively engaged in providing strategic

Rohit Verma 
Dean of External Relations 
Executive Director, Cornell Institute for 
Healthy Futures 
Singapore Tourism Board Distinguished 
Professor 

3250 MVR   |   289 Statler Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14853-4203 

T. 607.255.2688 
C. 607.279.0828 
E. rohit.verma@cornell.edu 

Cornell SC Johnson College of Business 



guidance to the institute. I will also continue to serve as a faculty fellow and along with my PhD 
students continue to lead the three research projects (on Patient Experience; Senior Living and Care; 
and Health/Wellness Programs in Hospitality). I am also actively working on both the summer course 
and the online certifications I mentioned earlier, and will continue to teach in these in the future. In 
fact, relinquishing the responsibilities of day-to-day management of the institute will allow me to 
channel my energy towards these exciting initiatives. 

I am delighted to inform you that my colleague Brooke Hollis (currently Associate Director of CIHF 
and Associate Director of Sloan Program in Health Administration) has agreed to take over the role 
of Executive Director effective July 1st. I have known Brooke for over a decade now and he has been 
a close partner and friend as well as an active collaborator in helping get the institute started. I am 
grateful that he has agreed to take this role going forward and help propel the institute to additional 
achievements as we move into our next phase. Furthermore I am also very thankful that my 
colleagues Mardelle and Alex will continue as Associate Directors and Brenda as Program Manager 
of CIHF.  

Thanks again for all your help over the years. I look forward to our continued interactions and 
working together on many new exciting initiatives. 

Best Regards, 

Rohit 

Rohit Verma, PhD.  
Dean of External Relations, Cornell SC Johnson College of Business 
Singapore Tourism Board Distinguished Professor, School of Hotel Administration 
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, USA 
rohit.verma@cornell.edu  |  +1-607-255-2688 

https://business.cornell.edu/about/college-leadership.html
http://ihf.cornell.edu/
https://sha.cornell.edu/faculty-research/faculty/rv54
mailto:rohit.verma@cornell.edu

