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GAMMA THETA OMEGA
October 2022

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER CHAPTER MEETING: GAMMA THETA

OMEGA CHAPTER

PRESIDING: FIRST ANTI-BASILEUS MONIQUE

SLATER

PLACE: MOFFITT CANCER CENTER, MAGNOLIA CAMPUS, 12902 USF MAGNOLIA DRIVE, TAMPA, FL

33612, USA

Meeting ID: / Password: Visit the weekly Tea Rose Eblast

DATE: SATURDAY,OCTOBER 15, 2022 TIME: 9:00A.M.

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION (Motions)

Call to Order

Basileus Tangela

D. DuPree

Meeting was called to order at 9:05 A.M by First Anti- Basileus Monique Slater

● Welcome Madam 17
th

South Atlantic Regional Director Soror Marsha Lewis Brown

● Madam 1st Anti-Basileus acknowledged our Undergraduates at the joining meeting.

Zeta Upsilon (USF) and Sigma Nu (UT) We are proud to have them with us today.

*Madam 1st Anti-Basileus read a message for Madam 28th Supreme Basileus Soror Carolyn House Stewart

who was on vacation in Hawaii. She was enjoying this much needed and blessed vacation. Soror Carolyn was

celebrating her 70th birthday to herself which was a real vacation and not AKA related. November 11th is her

birthday for those who would like to send a card or recognize her for this grand event.

Chaplain

Soror Patrice

Joseph

Email: praygtochaplain@gmail.com

Meditation: Celebration for all Survivors today.

Remedy to Handle Battles (Think Pink)

Philippians: 4:6-7 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your

requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your

minds in Christ Jesus”.

Prayer:

mailto:praygtochaplain@gmail.com
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Adoption of

Agenda

Amendment to the agenda. The Optimistic October Hostess Group Presentation will be before the

Membership Committee report.

Soror Mervelle Sage

moved to accept the

agenda as printed by

unanimous consent.

Motion was seconded

by Soror Janice

Jacob

Agenda adopted.

Grammateus

Soror Janice

Jacob

Email:gtogrammjanice@gmail.com

There were three corrections:

1. By Soror Yvette Rhodes- The Meet the AKA’s event should read Meet the AKAs. (Plural, which was more

than one AKA.

2. By Soror Deidre Jones- The minutes had Diedre which is incorrect. The correct spelling is “Deidre”. The

“e” is before the “i”.

3. By Soror Deidre Jones- Soror Meagan Edmonds is a transfer from the University of Tampa, not a

reactivation.

Soror Janice Jacob

moved to approve the

minutes as

distributed with the

noted corrections

with unanimous

consent.

Motion was seconded

by Soror Mervelle

Sage

Minutes Approved.

Risk Management

Soror Jessica

Holmes

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gtoriskmgmt202223@gmail.com

Reminders:

Flight 1908 Introduction by Kiara Howard

*Silence phones

*Look for exits in case of an emergency

*Get ready for takeoff

Committee Report

Soror Jessica

Holmes moved that

we require a Level II

background check

for Sorors working

with youth

programs.

Voice Vote:

mailto:gtogrammjanice@gmail.com
mailto:gtoriskmgmt202223@gmail.com
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a) Covid Protocols – Communication released on September 22, 2022, by Madam Supreme

Basileus Danette Anthony Reed regarding updated COVID Protocols.  Effective October 1, 2022,

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated ®returned to pre-pandemic “normal” operations.

This means:

(1) No COVID restrictions

(2) No vaccination mandates

(3) Wearing mask is optional and at the discretion of each individual soror

b) Committee presented a motion that was passed by the Executive Board regarding

background checks.  There are 2 types of background checks:

Level I Checks:

- Conducted within a state and name-based checks.

- Search of individual history and state and local criminal history

- Checks if name on national sex offense registry

Level II Checks:

- Requires fingerprints

- Comprehensive background check from FBI and Florida Department of Law

Prohibited offenses are cause for being rejected from participating in the program.  This

could include:

1. Sexual misconduct with disable (including mentally disabled)

2. Adult abuse

3. Murder, solicitation and conspiracy to commit murder

Committee recommended Level II background checks be performed for those sorors who work

with the youth programs.  Motion was passed unanimously by the Executive Board.

The motion went to

the floor.

*The “I” have it!

*There were no

abstentions

*The motion carries
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Motion – I move that we require a Level II background check for sorors working with youth

programs.

c) Risk Management worked with the Health Committee to perform check-in at the Chapter

Retreat in August.  Thank you to the Health Committee for the continued collaboration.

d) Committee Chairmen for Youth Programs - Please ensure all your committee members have

completed the Mandatory Risk Management Training provided for sorors working with youth

programs.  As the training was recorded, a link is available to watch a replay.

e) We are working in our subcommittees to:

(1) Continue researching and devising a plan around background checks

(2) Plan training on Human Trafficking in 2023

f) Communication forthcoming on Incident Management

Recommendations

Motion – I move that we require a Level II background check for Sorors working with youth

programs.

Discussion/Questions

There were several concerns about the criteria for Level ll

*Privacy was a very big and alarming concern.

Answer: There will be limited people who would have access to the report due to privacy concerns. It was

shared that only 3-4 people would have access to the information of who would work in the programs.

It was stated that the agency should red flag Sorors instead if several chapter members have pertinent

information about Sorors.

* It was stated that the chapter has always been required to be fingerprinted when

working with the youth. There was much discussion from several Sorors. At this time we are out of

compliance.

*Soror Marsha Lewis Brown shared that our insurance does require that we make a final decision and reach it

after consideration. However, we have very few options. We must address this concern and everyone who

works with our youth programs MUST be fingerprinted. We must protect ourselves and the recommendation
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is that we accept the Level II recommendation. This is not a new system. Those who work in the field of

health and education must go through this process as well.

*The extremely excessive cost of fingerprinting all Sorors working with the youth programs. It

was shared that the chapter will incur the cost of the fingerprinting which would be about $80.00 per

individual. The funds are not in the current budget but the matter will be addressed. The background check

will be annually but will get the correct answer as a follow-up concern.

*The Foundation is aware of the expense.

We had a Voice Vote: The motion went to the floor.

*The “I” have it!

*There were no abstentions

*The motion carries

Hostess Group

Presentation The Optimistic October Presentation was simply remarkable and nicely executed with sophistication and

optimism. They shared some words of encouragement.

Isaiah 40:31: “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.”

Emphasis for the month of October was Breast Cancer Awareness. A free “Raffle Ticket” was given out to

breast cancer survivors and all other Sorors purchased raffle tickets. This was exciting and many were blessed

by the October Hostess Group.

Hodegos Report

Soror Fontaine

Marion

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gtohodegos@gmail.com

Sorors,  “People come into our lives for a reason, a season or a lifetime.” How are you “Serving” the persons

who are part of your existence, village, community or the world? Are you ensuring that their lifetime is filled

with a pink and green “Going Greater” “Service” attitude to help “Serve” others?  Remember, we are all here

to “Serve” to become “Servant” leaders to all mankind.

“SERVICE” RENDERED

PRAYERS EXTENDED TO......Soror Tangela D. Dupree, Soror Kathy Taylor, Soror Cassandra-Brown

Queen, Soror Khia Wilson, Soror Dionne Moragne, Soror Verlyn B. Crompton, Soror Melanee Holder, Soror

Latorya Gladden, Soror Johnette Clark, Soror Sonja Harvey McCoy, Soror Darele Campbell, Soror Erin

mailto:gtohodegos@gmail.com
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Coleman, Soror Alveta Maultsby, Soror Josephine Hubbard, Soror Beverly Bowden Humbert, Soror Pat

Dupar, and all Gamma Theta Omega Sorors and Family members.

CONDOLENCES……The chapter is in Sympathy with Soror Tangela D. Dupree & Soror Kathy Taylor (with

the loss of their uncle),Soror Cassandra –Brown Queen (with the loss of her brother), Soror Khia Wilson

(with the loss of her uncle), Soror Dionne Moragne  (with the loss of her God brother),  Soror Melanee Holder

(with the loss of her brother), Soror Latorya Gladden (in the loss of her mother), Soror Johnette Clark (with

the loss of her father), Soror Sonja Harvey McCoy (with the loss of her step-mother), Soror Darele Campbell

(with the loss of her aunt), and Soror Erin Coleman (with the loss of her grandmother).

COURTESIES……Cards, phone calls, plants, visits, and gift food cards were provided.

RECOGNITION & CONGRATULATIONS……CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL SORORS WHO ARE

GOING GREATER “SERVING” IN GAMMA THETA OMEGA CHAPTER AND THE COMMUNITY!!!

*The Hospitality Committee welcomes Soror Faith Ann Burriss to our committee.

Welcome and THANK YOU!!!...... Thank You!!! Thank you to all visiting Sorors!!

Finally, as we continue to “Go Greater” with our “SERVICE” We know we can “Serve” in Alpha Kappa Alpha

Land!

Yours in “SERVICE”,

Soror Fontaine Marion & Soror Phyllis Thompson-Walters

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

None

Epistoleus Report

Soror Kisha

Porter

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: epistgto@gmail.com

Several thank you notes were received:

Greeting Sorors!

Madam Basileus, Soror Bertha, Soror Sonja and the entire DPGS Celebration Committee: Words cannot

begin to express the overwhelming joy my heart felt during and since the celebration. I had no idea just how

good such an experience would feel. I can’t say anything more than THANK YOU! Your kindness and love is

so appreciated.

mailto:epistgto@gmail.com
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Silver Star-Soror Jessica Holmes

To Soror Bertha Baker, History Committee, and “GTO” Sorors: Please know, I am grateful to everyone who

worked on the committee. Thank you and I feel so blessed to have such loving, and faithful Sorors. The

celebration was outstanding!

Sisterly,

Pearl Josephine Hubbard

My Dear Sorors of GTO,

Thank you for remembering me during my recent illness. Your prayers, calls, cards, lovely garden dish plant,

and ivy vine floral are greatly appreciated and lifted my spirits.

Best wishes!

Sincerely,

Golden Soror Alveta Maultsby

Soror Fontaine and GTO,

Thank you for the calls, prayers and the flower. It is beautiful in the darkest hour of my life. Your kindness

has truly helped me get through this time. From the bottom of our hearts.

Sorors Pam, Verlyn and the Rick family

Sorors,

Kindness comes straight from your heart. It’s just a part of you. And I’m so very thankful for the thankful

things you do. My heartfelt thanks during my illness. Blessing and love.

Sisterly, Soror Elaine Saffold

Thank you! I’m still beaming with joy from the Jewels of Excellence: A Pearl, Golden, and Silver Celebration

sponsored by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Gamma Theta Omega Chapter. For truly you made

me feel extra special. Your expression of love is greatly appreciated. May the kindness extended to me be

returned to you.

Love, Soror Chiquita

Dear Sorors,

Thank you for the “Red Carpet” treatment honoring my 50th milestone year in our wonderful sorority. From

the fabulous program and reception to the special gifts from the chapter. I will cherish these memories of

sisterly love forever. You’re simply the best and I sincerely appreciate each of you!

With Love, Soror Liz York Cohen
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To the Silver, Gold, and Pearl -History Committee,

We never thank the sun enough

For all it does for us.

For all the light it shines around,

For the warmth and the beauty and love.

It just hangs there every day.

A sparkle in the sky,

We never stop to thank it, though,

As it goes burning by.

I think my sisters are like the Sun,

In this way if no other.

We relish their beauty and bask in their warmth,

But never say so to one another.

So I am taking this chance to say,

Loud and proud and true,

That I am so thankful that you are my SISTERS,

And that I GOT to CELEBRATE my 50th with ALL OF you.

Sisterly,

Barbara Twine-Thomas

The Epistoleus report is as follows:

1. In preparation for our meetings, all correspondence received prior to the meeting is typed into a word

document for efficiency due to the challenge of reading varied penmanship. In light of this fact, please refrain

from submitting same day correspondence. Thank you for your cooperation.

2. Sorors please note the date change for submitting your Pearl Gazette Entries. The deadline for submissions

will be the 2nd Friday of each month by 11:00pm. For the month of October, all submissions are due no later

than Friday October 14th by 11:00pm. Please continue to send your entries via the JotForm.

When submitting your entries for both the Tea Rose and the Pearl Gazette please ensure that they are print

ready.

3. Joint Chapter Meeting with Zeta Upsilon (USF), and Sigma Nu (UT)

Discussion/Questions

None

Graduate

Advisors Report

Email: dorsity1@gmail.com - Soror Sonja Wise presented the report.

mailto:dorsity1@gmail.com
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Soror Dorsity M.

Cole

Zeta Upsilon

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Soror Rhonesia

Dennard

Sigma Nu

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Both Zeta Upsilon and Sigma Nu are on the same page with community service and activities.  Their report

stands as printed in the Tea Rose.

The AKA Programs review held by the International Program and the Undergraduate Chat with the Regional

Director on 9/25.

*All Zeta Upsilon Sorors have returned to Tampa after evacuating due to Hurricane Ian.

*They participated in a community service project on October 7th with the Tampa Police Department

Memorial run and the Pamper Me Pink event was held on October 12th at 7:08pm in the Brevard Community

Room.

*The Zeta Upsilon Sorors will be attending the Cluster II conference. The 2023 Basileus and Membership

chairman will be attending the Membership Experience Certification being held in Chicago, IL, on November

4-6, 2022.

Discussion/Questions

None

Email: rldennard@aol.com

*The Sigma Nu chapter held Meet the AKA’s on 9/21, The AKA Programs review held by the International

Program and the Undergraduate Chat with the Regional Director on 9/25.

*They held a chapter meeting on 9/25 via zoom due to the continued issues with room reservations. Soror

Sonja and I will be requesting a meeting with the new Fraternity/Sorority Greek Life Director to address

issues the chapter is having.

*All Sigma Nu Sorors have returned to Tampa after evacuating due to Hurricane Ian.

*They participated in a community service project on October 7th with the Tampa Police Department

Memorial run and the Pamper Me Pink event was held on October 12th at 7:08pm in the Brevard Community

Room.

*The Sigma Nu Sorors will be attending the Cluster II conference. The 2023 Basileus and Membership

chairman will be attending the Membership Experience Certification being held in Chicago, IL, on November

4-6, 2022.

*Chapter meetings are held on the second and third Sundays of the month. The next meeting will be held on

November 6, 2022.

Recommendations

mailto:rldennard@aol.com
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None

Discussion/Questions

None

Pecunious

Grammateus

Report

Soror Vanessa

Paige

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gtopg1908@gmail.com

Officer / Committee Update

1. Our current membership status is 406:

Mass Payments Status Members 2021 YE % Change vs

2021

1 thru 17 Complete 376

Reactivations/Transfers 30

Total 406 325 125%

2. Publishing/Distributions:

a) The Active Roster and the PG Finance reports are updated on the membership site.

(Under documents and the PG financial report tab)

b) The Finance committee will be distributing our 2021 Bylaws and Standard documents at each chapter

meeting.  Please stop by the table at the October meeting.

c) ID Badges may be picked up at the October Chapter meeting.

3. Payments/Invoices:

a) The link to order ID badges will remain in the Tea Rose until the end of October.

b) Ticket sales for the Tina Turner Show and Dinner are closed.

mailto:gtopg1908@gmail.com
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c) Outstanding balances for 2022 assessments must be paid prior to your per Capita being sent forward to the

corporate office for 2023.

d.)  All 2023 Invoices for Dues and Assessment have been distributed.  If you did not receive an invoice,

please contact the PG directly.  The 2023 Assessment invoice for the 71 initiates was revised.  Payment in the

form of a credit has been applied to the invoice for their MIP refund of $54.58.

e) The PayPal processing fee has increased to 4.15%.

4. Payment for Dues and Assessment are due by December 15
th

to be included in the first Mass

payment

5. Payment methods:

a) By Mail: P.O. Box 1246 Tampa, FL 33601

b) Electronically:  through the Membership site by accessing PayPal, under the payments tab – 4.15% fee

c) With credit or debit card which will be processed using the square app (4% fee), By Calling:

Vanessa Paige - PG, (813)760-7709 or Mikaelya Coffee – Anti PG (813)785-7988

Please send emails to: gtopg1908@gmail.com

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

None

mailto:gtopg1908@gmail.com
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Tamiouchos

Report

Soror Jeroline A.

Horne

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gtotreas@gmail.com

Soror Holly Frazier presented the report.

VISION: To dutifully carry out and oversee all the financial obligations associated with this office/committee

by performing them in a timely/proficient manner and by ensuring that Gamma Theta Omega exemplifies the

unique distinction of always “going greater-together”.

Banking Update: Funds are located in Bank of America

Balances as of 30 September 2022

Operating Account

· Ending balance: $183,296.58

100
th

Anniversary

· Ending balance: $6,314.55

Fundraising

● Ending balance: $1,051.79

___________________________________________________________________________

_______

· The Finance Committee met on September 28, 2022 at 7p.m.  Item discussed in this forum:

-Proposed 2023 budget

· Called finance meeting on October 2, 2022 at 4 p.m. to discuss revisions to the 2023 proposed budget

· Called finance meeting on October 3, 2022 at 5 p.m. the revised 2023 proposed budget was approved

· At the Executive Board on October 3, 2022, the Revised 2023 Budget was approved and will be presented

at the upcoming Chapter meeting on October 15, 2023.

· Next Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2022 at 7 p.m.

· The log-in information for the finance committee meeting will be located in The Tea Rose.

· Submit all correspondences to gtotreas@gmail.com.

mailto:gtotreas@gmail.com
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· The Revised 2023 budget to the chapter—---was presented on the screen during the presentation.

Discussion/Questions

It was stated that we will vote on the budget in November. All visiting sorors will leave the meeting. The

proposed budget will be in discussion at this time.

Soror Vanessa Paige presented the Proposed Budget for 2023 for our Tamiouchos, Soror Jeroline A. Horne

due to a previous commitment.

Questions: Vote will take place in November

Soror Gwen Myers stated we should not have to pay as members for the celebration for our Pearl, Gold, and

Silver Sorors. There should not be a cost for Sorors to attend the celebration. To ask our members to pay  is

unfair and unacceptable. The committee should go back and re-visit this matter.

Soror Tempress Solomon stated that the budget should not have 9 delegates. It should be 12 delegates and

not 9. There was a request to adjust the proposed budget.

We will have a tax liability. All monies that come into the chapter, we must be prepared to pay 30% for taxes.

Soror Blanche Turner wanted to know how many cappers do we have?

Answer: 88 Cappers

How do we determine the money that goes to the Foundation? The answer will come from the Budget and

Finance Committee.

New Sorors Request: Please discuss the acronyms , terminology, and the budget layout. Sorors Vanessess

Paige and Holly Frazier gave clarity to the layout of the budget for new and transferring Sorors.

A special thanks from Madan 1st. Anti-Basileus to the Finance and Budget committee for their hard work.

Philacter Report

Soror Sonja Wise

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gtophilacter@gmail.com

There were 128 Graduate Members who attended the meeting.

There were 41 Life Members who attended the meeting

There were 10 visitors who  attended the meeting.

Total: 179 Sorors in attendance

mailto:gtophilacter@gmail.com
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Visiting Sorors

October 15, 2022

1. Jarrell Faye Brown General

2. Nichole Jackson Xi Nu Omega

3. Katina Potts Inactive

4. Sophia West Alpha Alpha Theta Omega

5. Connie Sanders Thompson                 Inactive

6. Sheree Lang                                            Omega Tau Omega

7. Seanna McGough                                  Gamma Omega

8. Doris Haynes                                          Inactive

9. Paunita Jones                                         General

10. Amanda Dortch                                      Inactive

Discussion/Questions

None

2
nd

Anti-Basileus

Report

Soror Mervelle A.

Sage

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gto2ndvp@gmail.com

The Scholarship Committee met on 9/29/2022

➢Miss Teenage Tampa Update:

● and 1
st

Anti Basileus regarding information about the reimbursable

grant.

● A proposed MTAT budget was completed by the committee to

submit to the Finance Team for consideration for the 2023-chapter

budget and is under review.

● The committee also discussed the roles of the MTAT Advisory

committee and sought to completely fill vacant positions.

● Once the 2023 budget is approved the committee will move forward with the

process of getting the pageant approved by the corporate office and with producing

the pageant for the upcoming  fiscal year.

As always, the committee needs your help to Generate Timeless Opportunities through

Scholarships. All are welcome to join. If you are interested in joining one of MTAT

subcommittees, please contact me directly.

mailto:gto2ndvp@gmail.com
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Our next meeting will take place on October 27, 2022 via zoom at 7:oo p.m.

Chapter Scholarships Email:  scholarshipcomGTOchapter@gmail.com

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

None

1
st

Anti-Basilei

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gto1stvicepresident@gmail.com

Soror Kayla Jenkins, Zeta Upsilon

Completed Events:

1. Starting the semester off, Our Finding your Flora event was held on Thursday, August 25th at 7:08pm.

The purpose was to inspire their community to discover their goals, plant their ambitions, and

grow into their purpose by teaching them to symbolize life as an arboretum (ar-bore-re-um).

An Arboretum is another word for a botanical garden full of plants, trees, and herbs.

Those who attended which included other organizations including members from their National

Pan-Hellenic Council were able to learn the word arboretum and how it connected to college life

as they planted a strip of paper with their written goals into a pot with soil. This event met the new initiative

"Enhancing our environment" and everyone including a few

members from GTO left with sustainable plants to grow with their goals such as basil, mint

leaves, parsley, and more at home.

2. On September 12th, we held our Klose to Kin event that touched on the importance of

mailto:gto1stvicepresident@gmail.com
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empowering our families and reflecting on our upbringings and family traditions from the

past and how it will be reflected in our future for our own families no matter what it looks

like.

3. On September 14th during a bulls market, Zeta Upsilon held an activity of trivia with laws

and facts surrounding the black community and when someone got the questions correct

they were awarded with Candy, this was titled “AdovKate” with a capital K.

4. Our chapter holds two weeks within a year one being AKA week and the being Service

Week that focuses on serving ourselves and the community. The theme was Dimensions

of Service: Exploring Service pass the surface with three E’s establish, empower,

empathize

On Monday October 3rd, we posted a video as the women in black

Tuesday we hosted an event centered around leadership titled mission: verified

Wednesday Oct 5th was our Pink Ice Ball in collaboration with the Theta Gamma Chapter of

Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, Inc to advocate for breast cancer awareness as we donated $1,100

to the sisters network of Tampa bay. We exceeded our goal and we’re able to donate more than we did the

previous year.

Friday we held an empowerment event focused on authenticity and letting students know that

it’s okay to unapologetic be yourself in all environments or in our case dimensions

Saturday we hosted our road cleanup on our road located on Sinclair Hills and Livingston Ave.,

a special thank you Soror Monique for the vest.

We wrapped the week off with our Sunday EmpowerHERment brunch, and thank you again to



October 15, 2022 Gamma Theta Omega Chapter Meeting Minutes (Page 17 of )
11

GTO for attending and fellowshipping with us

Please refer to our social media pages to relive the special moment of service week and the rest

of our programs

Fundraising

1. We held a fundraiser on September 21st that was a pink lemonade sale that went toward

our Pink Ice Ball event

Community Service

1. As an additive, and aside from service week in the summer we helped move students

into their dorms and gave them advice about college life

All of the events listed have covered all of the initiatives except building our economic wealth

which will be presented in our next Bulls Market

Upcoming Programs:

- On November 2nd or 3rd, we will be hosting our pink pantry fundraiser.

- In the month of November, Zeta Upsilon will be partnering with Soror Dionne and we will

be mentoring the young ladies at Greco middle school by giving them a tour of campus,

interacting in activities, and allowing them to express themselves in a way that they may

not be able to in other environments; it's like a mini field trip.

- Around November 18th, we will be planning on having a community service at the

Tampa Heights Community Garden.

- Another Upcoming Event on November 21st will be advocating for social justice, while

it’s still in the works for planning we will be addressing everything from the importance of
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voting in our communities to the application to laws and things to come as college

students.

- We will be strengthening our sisterhood this month as our sisterly relations lead by

the chairman who will be planning our day.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated

Zeta Upsilon Chapter

Anti-Basileus Report

Soror Kayla Jenkins

10/15/2022

- Lastly for today, one of the members of Zeta Upsilon has won a leadership award and

will be presented on Tuesday, October 18th. I am extremely proud of you all and thank

you for reassuring sisterhood and being a service to all mankind in any circumstance.

Thank you if there are no questions, that concludes my report.

Soror Liliana Benavente, Sigma Nu

Over the course of the semester Sigma Nu has participated in monthly community service. In the month of

September, we participated in the Sulfur Springs clean-up in which we got active in the community and

cleaned up a local park that people think of as a museum. We picked up trash, planted flowers and laid soil, as

well as cut down overgrown bushes and trees. Overall, the mission to enhance our environment was

successful.

The month of October was a rough time for everyone, in the month of October the community service event

that we had planned got set back due to the hurricane. We as a chapter have decided that instead of

completing a community service event for the month of October, we will be completing two community

service events in the month of November. Although take into consideration that the Sigma Nu participated in

volunteering with Soror Sonja Wise on the Police Race on October 9th.
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For the month of November, the Sigma Nu chapter will act on its first service through the program Meals on

Wheels, in which we will be distributing the meals to those in need. The other event we will be participating in

is to be determined later.

Program Chair

Over this semester we have had two events so far, we had an event on September 21st that was known as Meet

the AKAs in which we introduced ourselves and played simple games to get to know our guests. The event was

successful. The next event that we had was an event on October 12
th

which was known as the Pamper Me Pink

where we talked about mental health and the importance of keeping up with personal self-care.

We had a speaker, Natalie Llaboyd, a UT counselor come in and offer her services and the outlets that the

community has available for one to build their own self-care. We played bingo and had mental health coloring

pages so that we could relax and destress ourselves. We also meditated. Overall, the event was successful, and

we had a better turnout in guests due to increasing our advertising of our event.

Soror Monique Slater

Programs Update:

Chapter Programs

#CAP

Workshop entitled Navigating High School. This workshop topic presenters were Sorors Claudette

Reed and Phyllis Thompson Walters. There were twenty-nine students in attendance. There was a

suggestion from our chairman that we work on our community reach. We want to engage as many

community participants as possible. We will have to meet with our publicity committee on what

additional options we have. If you have suggestions, feel free to contact me as well.

Precious Pearls

Precious Pearls attended their first College Tour in September where they attended University of

Central Florida. Our Chairman, Soror Ty was diligent in providing a well-rounded tour. The students

enjoyed it. They were able to meet undergraduate Sorors on the tours. The pictures speak a thousand

words. We will share at our October Chapter meeting. Our Precious Pearls will have their October

meeting on Sunday at  The Exciting Central Tampa Baptist Church.   They completed a college tour to

University of Central Florida
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CHIPP

The International Programing Committee conducted an informational workshop on September 20 to

provide details on the CHIPP Program. This program consists of us providing weekend breakfast and

snacks to sixty- five students. The Committee decided on Graham Elementary as the school. We are

compiling all forms and documents from the school.  Upon receiving the forms all must be submitted

to the corporate office for approval.  Additional details will be forthcoming.

YLI

On September 27, the International Programming Committee also conducted an informational on the

Youth Leadership Institute (YLI). This program is an extensive program for you between the ages of

11-13. The program has specific requirements for students that focus on developing leadership and is

designed to empower and engage our youth. This program is co-ed. Look for more information in the

Tea Rose.

I have registered for Cluster II.  This is where we will learn about the remaining programs initiative

details of the Supreme Basileus Danette Anthony Reed.

Grant Programs

Gamma Theta Omega recognizes that tackling the community's biggest problems and serving all

people require the combined strength and ingenuity of multiple organizations and individuals

working together toward a goal.

· Healthy Eating Program

o This program worked with Tampa Heights Elementary 1
st

and 2
nd

grade students by

helping them understand the importance of eating fruits and vegetables. The students were

provided with educational resources, sing-alongs, books about eating smart and t-shirts. The

students got to plant seeds for their vegetable garden. The Hillsborough County Master

Gardener and UF/IFAS were the facilitators/educators. By the time the program was

concluded the vegetable seeds were blooming.
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· Ivy Pitch Challenge Program

o In this program we introduced young adults to the world of becoming a founder of their

own startup. They learned the appropriate vernacular, the process of pitching their idea,

being entrepreneurs and all that is associated with it. They were introduced to and had the

opportunity to listen to Founder stories, pitch their ideas to Founders, and develop their

competencies and confidence. Sorors Salisa Berrien and Sheila McCants served as the

Chairman and facilitators. There were eight workshops. The last workshop included the

candidates pitching their ideas. The Final Ivy Pitch challenge was held on Thursday, October

6 on the campus of the University of South Florida.

Sorors continue to upload your photos to the app and send copies to the Ivy Leaf Reporter. Please

remember to use the appropriate hashtags and photos on the app. I would love to see the photos on

social media as well.

Please look in the next Tea Rose for meeting dates for Hostess Group Chairman, Squad Captains and

Program Chairman.

Miles for Moffitt

Please sign up for Miles for Moffitt. The chapter has a registered group. Check out the QR code provided by

the Community Service Committee.

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

None

Basilei

Report Provided

YesX ☐   No ☐

Email: gtopresidenttangela@gmail.com

Soror Jordyn Bonds, Zeta Upsilon

Good morning and greetings Madam 1st Anti-Basileus and all who serve Alpha Kappa

Alpha Sorority, Inc. I am Jordyn Bonds and I currently served as the Basileus for

Zeta Upsilon at the University of South Florida. My report is as follows:

● Currently have 6 active chapter members

○ Sorors Kayla Jenkins

○ Taylor Dobbins

mailto:gtopresidenttangela@gmail.com
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○ Nyah Moore

○ Alexandria Musgray

○ Tori Brown

○ Myself m

● Of the 6 members, there are 4 graduating Seniors:

○ Sorors Kayla

○ Alex

○ Tori

○ Myself

● I was able to attend the welcome luncheon for Madame Regional Director’s

administration on August 27

○ She was able to reach her EAF endowment goal and raised more than $26,000

● I was a panelist for our NPHC Expo called Divine Exposition on September 17

○ We were able to answer questions about FSL

○ Gave advice to those interested in joining a Divine 9 organization

● Both Soror Dorsity Cole and I attended the CHIPP Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack

program meeting held by the international committee on September 20th

○ Were able to learn more details about the initiative and what it entails

● We all attended the mandatory Virtual Undergraduate Chat that was held on September

25th

○ Had the opportunity to ask Madame Regional Director any questions we had

○ I won second place during the trivia game

● All Sorors are registered for the upcoming Cluster II Meeting on October 29

○ Soror Nyah is the Undergraduate Cluster II Coordinator

● Sorors Taylor and Nyah have registered for the Membership Experience training in

Chicago

● Our EAF Chairman has been appointed

○ Soror Kayla Jenkins

○ She sent an introductory email to GTO’s EAF Captain, Soror Tracy Holt.

● We just completed our annual Service week which was October 3rd-9th

○ Theme- Dimensions of Service: Exploring Service past the Surface

○ Soror Kayla reported in more detail

Soror Briana Alston, Sigma Nu

*The Sigma Nu chapter has their upcoming skee week November 13th-November 17th, the dates

and times corresponding to each event are in the Official Sigma Nu Calendar, but the updated
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locations will go out via fliers.

*The first event will be our signature event. The Pre-Tea Party is where we will touch on the initiative

Advocate for Social Justice. The Pre-Tea Party will highlight voter education and registration, with

a focus on social justice and reform.

*The second event will be the “Phamily Reunion,” which a collaborative event with the Tau Pi Chapter of

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Phamily Reunion will focus on the initiative Empower Our

Families, primarily on the program mental health awareness. We will be painting canvases, as

Painting is therapeutic and promotes emotional wellbeing.

*The 3rd event is “Kultivate your Kreativity” with an emphasis on the initiative “Enhance Our

Environment. This event will focus on planting trees to, in return, enhance the environment.

Interest will also design their own planting pots.

*The fourth event is “This is Americ-AKA.” we will be streaming the movie ``The Hate You Give”,

which highlights injustices with the Black community and police brutality with an emphasis on

social justice and reform.

On November 17th from 1-6pm, we will be having the first Annual Spartan market, which will be

a vendor’s fair that will highlight minority and female businesses. This is a collaboration event

with Sigma Nu, Sykes College of Business, The Black Student Union, Campus Crowns, and the
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Department of DEI. This event falls under the initiative of build our Economic wealth, with a

focus on “Buy Black.” We are still in need of 5 vendors. If Sorors have any questions regarding

the application to become a vendor you can reach out to our graduate advisors, and we will

forward the vendor agreement.

Following the Spartan Market, we will have our event, Pham Focus.

Which will be an interactive Spin class, with an emphasis on the initiatives Strengthen Our

Sisterhood, and uplift our local community. In which, we will focus on how exercise can improve

your mental health.

The last event will be a meditation event with the assistance of LiveWell UT.

FSL REPORT:

The Graduate advisory and I were able to have a meeting with the director of Fraternity and

Sorority Life at UT to get acquainted and make sure that we had a voice in the room during the

regular FSL Presidents meeting. The director stated that a new poll will come out where we

can re-vote for our availability for the meetings. They decided to turn the weekly meetings into

monthly meetings and are considering a day during the weekend to make sure that everyone

can be in attendance. The next meeting is to be determined, but will for sure take place during

the first week of November.

Soror Tangela D. DuPree

Soror Monique Slater presented the report.
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Recent Activities:

A special Thank you to the Hostess Group Chairman who completed wellness check-up calls to our members

during the recent significant weather event. The overwhelming response from our Sorors in response to the

daily calls was positive and well received.  You all matter!

To-date, 324 of you have already signed up for the Chapter App! Thank you. It has proven to be an effective

communication tool. For those of you who need assistance getting signed up, please see a member of the

Technology team to get help.

The “Celebration of a Champion” event honoring Soror Charletta Wilson Jacks, Supreme First Anti-Basileus

at the Georgia International Convention Center in Atlanta was attended by two thousand Sorors and guests. It

was a wonderful experience where we celebrated a true Champion.

Invitations were received by the Basileus, Membership Chairman, two Graduate Advisors , Undergraduate

Basilei and Membership Chairman at USF and UT to participate in the new ME (Membership Experience)

Training in Chicago the weekend of Nov. 4
th

.  This is a 20 hour mandatory training course.

Of critical importance, the end of year is quickly approaching and EOY (End of Year) reports will soon be due.

The following Officers and Committee Chairman should be prepared to provide an update on the status of

their EOY report in November’s Executive Board and Chapter meeting without exception:

1. Tamiouchos

2. Standards

3. Programs

4. Graduate Advisors – Both ZU and SN

5. Connections

6. Membership

7. Archives

8. Foundation
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Upcoming:

· October 29
th

, Cluster II  In-person registration is now Closed, but you can register to attend virtually. See

the SAR Website for registration link.

· Gamma Theta Omega Chapter will be hosting Cluster in 2023. Sorors are encouraged to

participate in the Cluster Invitation presentation which will be choreographed by Soror

Kandace Nunn Johnson. She has agreed to choreograph the presentation. Rehearsal dates and

times are posted in the Tea Rose.

· October 10
th

– Supreme Basileus Danette Anthony Reed  shared a letter  with the membership

outlining “What's at stake?” with the upcoming election. You are encouraged to read her message and take

heed. A series of "Soar to the Polls" voter education and readiness campaign messages will be released in four

flyers over the next few weeks.

o Historically, through our International Connection and Social Action Committee, the

sorority focuses on voter engagement which includes education, registration, mobilization,

and "Getting Out the Vote." These efforts have ensured citizens in our local communities can

use their voices and votes on issues that affect them. We will continue these efforts and

empower communities to utilize their voices as "Advocates of Social Justice" during the

upcoming midterm election.

o Ensure YOU have a voter readiness plan and are ready to vote. Scan the QR Code to check

your registration status, polling places, and early and absentee voting options.

o Share the information and QR Code with your family, friends, and people in the

communities you serve to ensure they have a plan and are ready to vote.

o Utilize social media to post and distribute the flier.

· October 15 -Deadline for submitting for all 2022 Cluster II Awards. All Awards applications and

supporting documents MUST be submitted TO THE CHAPTER HISTORIAN – SOROR BERTHA

BAKER.

· October 15
th

- Joint Chapter meeting with our two Undergraduate Chapters, Zeta Upsilon and

Sigma Nu. The meeting will be held at the Moffitt Cancer Center, 12902 USF Magnolia Dr., Tampa,

FL 33612. Please arrive early to eliminate the need to delay the start time of the meeting.
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· Friday, October 21
st

-NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner

· Thursday, October 27
th

, at 6:00 pm -CDC of Tampa 30-year Anniversary Gala! Armature Works

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

None

Committee Reports

Constitution and

Bylaws

Soror Antina

Mobley

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: gtobylaws@gmail.com

*The Bylaws Committee met on September 27, 2022, to review comments from the September Executive

Board meeting regarding recommended Bylaws changes.

*The committee addressed the questions and made additional recommendations to address the concerns.

*All proposed changes will be presented to the membership after we obtain approval to proceed from the

Regional Director.

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

None

Standards

Committee

Email: chiquita.a.henderson@gmail.com

mailto:gtobylaws@gmail.com
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Soror Chiquita

Henderson

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Revised Standards Committee 2022 Strategic Goals

1. (Complete) Ensure that all 2022 Chapter Officers and Committee Chairman have submitted the

required Standards Transition Forms.

2. (Complete) Complete a thorough assessment of the documentation uploaded in the Pink Toolbox for

2020 and 2021.

3. (Near Completion) Assist former Officers and Committee Members with uploading of all outstanding

documentation.

4. (Complete) Create a JotForm for the completion of the Annual Self-Assessment – Target Completion

Date: September 2022.

5. (In Progress) Increase Annual Self-Assessment Completion Rate – Target Completion Date: October

-November 2022.

6. (Pending) Convert the Standards Transition Forms into an electronic document – Target Completion

Date: October 2022.

Committee Meeting Update:

The Standards Committee met on September 21, 2022, at 7 pm via Zoom. We had a very informative meeting

where we continue to make progress toward strategies to approaching our strategic goals as noted above.

It is noted that all Chapters will complete a five year audit during 2023. The audit will cover years 2018, 2019,

2020, 2021, and 2022.

Pink Toolbox - Update

The committee reviewed the Pink Toolbox entries for 2020 and 2021. The following is noted:

- File 1: Chapter Programs: Documentation needs to be re-uploaded (in order and color).

- File 2: Election of Officers: No entries. Soror Chiquita Henderson, Chairman, will follow-up with the

Archivist for assistance with missing documentation.

- File 5: Chapter Audit: No entries. It was noted that the Chapter did not complete an audit for years 2020

and 2021. However, an audit is being conducted and information will be uploaded upon completion.

- File 5: Financial Officers Certification: Need to review the information uploaded for accuracy.

- File 5: Financial Procedures Documents: Information uploaded does not have a cover sheet or date – will

need to be corrected.
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The committee has begun the process of uploading 2022 documentation.  Officers and committee chairman

will be contacted for assistance with gathering and entering outstanding documents.

Chapter Annual Self-Assessment

To increase Sorors completion of the Chapter Annual Self-Assessment, the following timeline will be

deployed:

· Chapter Annual Self-Assessment Knowledge Base Information will be included in the Weekly

Tea Rose.

· Chapter Annual Self-Assessment electronic version was reviewed during the October eBoard

Meeting.

· October 3 – October 22: Chapter Annual Self-Assessment Deployed electronically.

· The Chapter Annual Self-Assessment will be deployed in multiple modalities to assist Soror’s

with timely completion. Paper copies of the assessment form will be distributed at the October

Chapter meeting to Sorors who cannot complete the electronic version.

· The Standards Committee will seek the assistance of the Hostess Chairman with getting Sorors

to complete this important task.

· (Tentative) Workshop on the components of the Chapter Annual Chapter Self-Assessment the

week of October 17
th

depending on the need.

· The 2022 Chapter Annual Self-Assessment results will be presented at the November Chapter

Meeting.

September Committee Meeting

The next Standards Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 19, 2022, at 7 pm

via Zoom.

High Standards, Greater Expectations!!

Recommendations

None
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Discussion/Questions

None

Membership

Soror Diedre

Jones

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: thegtomembership@gmail.com

The results from the Chapter Retreat survey will be presented in the next report.

The MemberShip Committee hosted a Reactivation/Reclamation activity on Saturday September 24
th

at

Hillsborough Community College.  We received a total of 51 RSVPs.  Fourteen non Gamma Theta Omega

sorors came and twenty-five Gamma Theta Omega sorors came out for the fellowship. The event consisted of

sisterly relations activities, 2022-2026 programs overview, financial obligations overview, facts about the

chapter, a sing-along, door prizes, and refreshments.  The Membership committee will follow up with each of

the non-GTO sorors.  Many expressed interest in joining the chapter.

The Chapter Directory is updated monthly and posted in the Tea Rose weekly.  If you have any corrections or

updates, please send them to thegtomembership@gmail.com

Soror In the Spotlight: Congratulations to Soror Sarina Babb!!!! She will receive her award at the

November meeting due to a previous commitment.

Happy Birthday to All Sorors born in the month of October.

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

*Soror Deidre Jones requested that all visiting Sorors must notify the Membership Chairman prior to the

chapter meeting no later than the Friday before the sorority meeting to be approved and documented.

*Soror Deidre Jones has registered for the Membership Experience which will be held in Chicago from

November 4th-6th.

Sisterly Relations

Soror Carolyn

Lewis

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: sisterlyrelations2223@gmail.com

● The committee met on Monday, September 12, 2022, at 6:30 pm.

●      The theme for the month of September is The Pearls that Bind Us-Sisters 4-Ever.

●      The committee hosted a movie matinee at the AMC Westshore 14.

●      About 20 Sorors enjoyed The Woman King after the September meeting.  It was a wonderful and

fun sisterly outing.

mailto:thegtomembership@gmail.com
mailto:sisterlyrelations2223@gmail.com
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●      The committee conducted an activity for the Reactivation event that was hosted by the

Membership Committee

● The theme for the month of October is My Sister’s Keeper.  The focus is Soror Health Check.  The

committee is planning a sisterly walk on the Riverwalk on October 22, 2022, at 9 AM.  Come out,

walk at your own pace, wear your AKA paraphernalia, and enjoy the fellowship.  This activity is

advertised in the Tea Rose and GTO App.

●      Tina: Tina Turner Musical is February 2, 2023.  Seventy (70) Sorors are attending and fifty (50)

of us will be eating dinner together before the play.

●      The next committee meeting is November 14, 2022 at 6:30 Pm.

Recommendations

None

Discussion/Questions

*Emphasis was put on the Sisterhood Walk on October 2022

*Tickets for both plays have arrived. They will be distributed at the November meeting.

Nomination

Committee

Soror Sandra

Davis Myers

Report Provided

Yes X☐   No ☐

Email: sdavis021@tampabay.rr.com

The positions for Pecunious Grammateus and Anti-Pecunious Grammateus are now available.

*The deadline for applying for these positions is extended to the November Chapter Meeting.  Please apply if

you are interested.

*There will be nominations from the floor at the November Chapter Meeting. If you are nominated from the

floor at the November Chapter Meeting, you will be expected to give a 2 to 3 minute speech about you.

*The slate of candidates for the P. G. and Anti-P.G. position is one person so far, Soror Vanessa Jordan-Paige.

*There is not a candidate yet for the position of Anti-P. G. The advertisement for these positions has been

listed in the Tea Rose.

*I will read the Bio’s of the candidates that are received before the November Chapter Meeting.  The head

shot will be displayed as I read the Bi0’s. ( Voting will take place at this meeting.)

Discussion/Questions

There were no nominations from the floor for the Pecunious Grammateus position.

Soror Vanessa Paige is alright on the slate for the position as Pecunious Grammateus.

Motion to close the

nomination for Soror

Vanessa Jordan

Paige for the

Pecunious

Grammateus

position.

All in favor yes,

No one opposed.

Soror Bertha Baker

nominated Soror

Jacquelyn Reese

from the floor for the

Anti-Pecunious

Grammateus

position.

Motion to close

nomination for Soror

Jacquelyn Reese

Anti-Pecunious

Grammateus for the

Anti-Pecunious
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Soror Bertha Baker nominated Soror Jacquelyn Reese from the floor for the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus

position.

Motion to close the nomination by Soror Dianna Allen-Quin for Soror Vanessa Paige for Pecunious

Grammateus, and Soror Jacquelyn Reese from the floor for the Anti-Pecunious Grammateus position.

Seconded by Soror Mervelle Sage

Grammateus

position.

Motion to close the

nomination for

Soror Jacquelyn

Reese for the

Anti-Pecunious

position by

SororMerville Sage

All in favor yes,

No one opposed

Motion to close the

nomination for  both

Sorors by Soror

Dianna Allen-Quin

on the said names.

Seconded by Soror

Mervelle Sage

Motion carries.

Ivy Leaf Reporter

Soror Kassidy

Johnson

Report Provided

Yes ☐   XNo ☐

Email: kassjohnson511@gmail.com?

No report at this time.

Unfinished

Business

None

New Business None

mailto:kassjohnson511@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMEN

TS: *Update on the App. from Soror Caroline stewart. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact her or

the Technology Team. The team will assist you on getting on the App. If you are on the App. Please fill out

your profile with all your pertinent information. (Correct name in the directory, email address, telephone

number, etc.)

*Soror Bertha Baker : All Sorors who will have a “membership milestone “in 2023. Please complete the

google form and return by January 1, 2023.

*Soror Bertha Baker and Soror Carla White Sunday presented the “Holiday Jackpot Fundraiser” Gamma

Theta Omega, Inc. This fundraiser will give everyone a chance to win a bit of extra jingle for the holidays and

raise funds to support the Foundations scholarships, programs and other initiatives and its community

partners throughout the Tampa Bay area. ( November 6th through December 4th, 2022)

The goal is to raise $30, 000 dollars!

Next Meeting

Date

November 17, 2022

Adjournment of

Chapter Meeting

Meeting adjourned at 11:44 A.M. by 1st. Anti-Basileus Monique Slater

READ AND APPROVED:  ________________________________________   DATE: _____________________

PRESIDENT

READ AND APPROVED:  ________________________________________   DATE: ______________________

SECRETARY


