Request for Operator-Specific Exemption
Flight and Duty Time Regulations - CARs 700.28 and 700.29
	Field
	Information

	Request made by
	[Operator legal name]
[Address]
[Contact person]
[Telephone]
[Email]

	Request made to
	Transport Canada Civil Aviation
[Region / Principal Operations Inspector]

	Date
	[Insert date]

	CAR provisions
	CAR 700.28 - Maximum Flight Duty Period
CAR 700.29 - Maximum Hours of Work

	Issue
	Request for a standalone operator-specific exemption based on TC’s Fall 2025 FDT sandbox parameters.

	Requested authority
	Exemption pursuant to subsection 5.9(2) of the Aeronautics Act

	AOC / Operating subpart(s)
	AOC No. [Insert AOC number]
Subpart(s): [703 / 704 / 705, as applicable]

	Proof of payment
	[Insert CAR 104 receipt number or attach proof of payment]


Section 1 - Purpose and background of the request
[Operator name] respectfully requests a standalone, operator-specific exemption from CARs 700.28 and 700.29. This request is based on the parameters and safety controls set out in Transport Canada’s Fall 2025 Flight and Duty Time Regulatory Sandbox guidance.
This request is for a discrete exemption using Transport Canada’s proposed limits, conditions, oversight expectations, fatigue reporting, and data-collection measures as enforceable conditions applicable to [Operator name].
[Operator name] provides [scheduled / charter / cargo / medevac / passenger / essential service] operations to [describe regions, communities, customers, or operating environment]. The current prescriptive framework creates operational constraints that can hinder ability to provide essential and reliable air service to remote communities without necessarily improving fatigue outcomes in the operator’s specific context.
Section 2 - Application
This exemption request applies to [Operator legal name], operating under Air Operator Certificate No. [insert AOC number], for operations conducted under Subpart [703 / 704 / 705] of Part VII of the Canadian Aviation Regulations.
The exemption would apply to [aircraft types / operation types / operating areas] when operated by [Operator name] in accordance with its Transport Canada-approved Fatigue Management Program and the conditions set out in this request.
Where more than one operating model or aircraft type is included, the Fatigue Management Program will specify how the exemption applies and how the applicable CAR 700.29 option is determined, controlled, and monitored.
Section 3 - Public interest
Approval of this exemption is in the public interest because it supports reliable air service while maintaining fatigue-management safeguards. The benefit is broader than commercial convenience to the operator and supports the aviation public, the local communities served, and the public users who rely on the services provided.
[Operator name]’s operations support [describe public-interest services, such as remote community access, medical travel, transportation of goods and medical supplies, emergency response, passenger service, tourism, industrial support, workforce mobility, or other essential missions].
The exemption would support the adequacy, economy, efficiency, and reliability of air transportation services by allowing [Operator name] to operate under a structured and monitored framework that:
· simplifies the regulatory application;
· monitors compliance;
· protects sleep opportunities;
· protects late duties and the Window of Circadian Low (WOCL);
· limits consecutive duties;
· requires a Transport Canada-approved Fatigue Management Program;
· requires fatigue-report summaries and risk-mitigation follow-up where applicable;
· requires data collection to support future evidence based regulatory development;
· allows operators to adapt quickly if new risk mitigations are needed; and
· allows service reliability to be improved without reducing the level of aviation safety afforded by the regulations.
The exemption is not expected to create an unjustified competitive advantage because it is based on Transport Canada’s Fall 2025 framework and includes the same core controls, oversight expectations, fatigue reporting, and data-collection obligations that would apply to similarly situated operators.
Section 4 - Regulatory provisions for which exemption is requested
	CAR provision
	Subject
	Requested exemption basis

	700.28
	Maximum Flight Duty Period (FDP)
	Use the maximum FDP table and associated controls set out below, based on TC’s Fall 2025 framework.

	700.29
	Maximum Hours of Work
	Use the maximum hours of work and days-free-from-duty structure set out below, based on TC’s Fall 2025 framework.


Section 5 - Proposed exemption conditions
The requested exemption would be subject to the following conditions:
· [Operator name] will have a Fatigue Management Program (FMP) approved by Transport Canada as part of the Company Operations Manual before exercising the exemption.
· The FMP will identify which exemptions are being used.
· [Operator name] will use the exemption for all operations to which it applies and will not switch back and forth between the existing CARs provisions and this exemption.
· [Operator name] will provide Transport Canada with summaries of fatigue reports, including the number of reports, reasons for the reports, and mitigations taken where applicable.
· [Operator name] will participate in data collection to support future regulatory development, including de-identified operational data as requested by Transport Canada.
· [Operator name] understands that if it does not comply with the conditions of the exemption, the exemption will no longer be available and the applicable CARs provisions will apply.


Section 6 - Proposed CAR 700.28 maximum Flight Duty Period (FDP) table
[Operator name] requests to use the following maximum Flight Duty Period table, based on Transport Canada’s Fall 2025 framework:

	FDP start time
	Maximum FDP
	Additional Conditions

	00:00 - 04:59
	10 hours
	Limit of 3 consecutive FDPs

	05:00 - 05:59
	12 hours
	Limit of 3 consecutive FDPs

	06:00 - 06:59
	13 hours
	No Additional Conditions

	07:00 - 11:29
	14 hours
	No more than 3 consecutive FDPs over 13 hours without 24 hours free from duty, no Unforeseen Operational Circumstances (UOC) into the WOCL, limit of a 9-hour flight time segment

	11:30 - 23:59
	12 hours
	FDP over 10 hours and ends between 00:00 – 05:59, limit of 3 consecutive FDP



* All existing rest period requirements as specified in 700.40 and 700.63(3) remain unchanged.
Section 7 - Segment reductions
For any FDP that includes Night or Instrument Flight Rules (IFR), the maximum FDP will be reduced by a maximum of 1 hour using the following rule: reduce maximum FDP by 0.2 hours per segment over 5 segments.
	Number of segments
	Max FDP reduction

	1 - 5 segments
	No reduction

	6 segments
	0.2 hours / 12 minutes

	7 segments
	0.4 hours / 24 minutes

	8 segments
	0.6 hours / 36 minutes

	9 segments
	0.8 hours / 48 minutes

	10 or more segments
	1.0 hour / 60 minutes



This segment-reduction requirement does not apply to Day VFR operations.
Section 8 - Proposed CAR 700.29 maximum hours of work
[Operator name] requests to use the following maximum hours of work structure, based on Transport Canada’s Fall 2025 framework:
	Category
	Condition

	Maximum hours of work
	210 hours in any 28 consecutive days.

	All Air Transport Services
	Maximum 70 hours of work in 7 days, and either: 1 single day free from duty in 7 days and 4 single days free from duty in 28 days; OR 6 single days free from duty in 28 days, at least 2 of which must be consecutive.

	Option for Unscheduled Air Transport Services
	7 consecutive days free from duty in 28 days.

	Operations with minimal flying
	No flight time in 14 or more days; and 6 days free from any duty, at least 2 of which must be consecutive, in any 34 consecutive days.



[Operator name] will identify the applicable 700.29 option or options in its Transport Canada-approved FMP and will apply them consistently. Where more than one operational model applies, the FMP will specify how the applicable option is determined, controlled, and monitored.
Section 9 - Fatigue Management Program
[Operator name] will not exercise this exemption until its Fatigue Management Program has been approved as part of the Company Operations Manual by Transport Canada and identifies the exemptions being used. The FMP will be developed and maintained according to the latest guidance issued by Transport Canada, attached. 
The FMP will include, at minimum:
· Senior management commitment.
· Fatigue policy and procedures.
· Fatigue monitoring and review.
· Non-punitive fatigue reporting.
· Fatigue education and awareness.
· Initial and recurrent training.
· Performance indicators and mitigations.
· Process for management review and corrective action.
· Identification of the exemption provisions being used.
Section 10 - Reporting and data collection
[Operator name] will provide Transport Canada with fatigue report summaries as requested, including:
· Number of fatigue reports.
· Summary of the reasons for fatigue reports.
· Summary of mitigations taken to address fatigue reports, if applicable.
[Operator name] will also participate in data collection to support future regulatory development. De-identified data may include the number of pilots, number of FDPs that exceeded 13 hours, number of FDPs that overlapped the WOCL, schedule construction, and other relevant operational data requested by Transport Canada.

Section 11 - Aviation safety and security
As an air operator and employer, we play a crucial role in preventing incidents, accidents, and injuries in the workplace by promoting healthy and safe work environments. The requested exemption is not expected to adversely affect aviation safety or security. No fatigue-related hazards are expected to be produced by the limitations set out in the exemption request. This request is based on Transport Canada’s Fall 2025 framework and includes the associated controls, including a Transport Canada-approved FMP, FDP limits, segment reductions, WOCL protections, existing rest requirements, fatigue reporting, data collection, and consistent application of the exemption.

Potential fatigue-related risks will be controlled through the following measures:
	Risk area
	Potential concern
	Mitigation / control

	Extended FDP
	Increased fatigue risk where FDPs exceed current prescriptive limits.
	Use of the TC Fall 2025 FDP table, limits on consecutive FDPs over 13 hours, FMP oversight, fatigue reporting, and data collection.

	WOCL / late duty
	Reduced alertness where duty extends into the late evening or WOCL.
	WOCL protections, no UOC extension into the WOCL, limits on FDPs ending between 00:00 and 05:59, and night-off protection.

	Workload / segments
	Higher workload where multiple segments are conducted under Night or IFR conditions.
	Segment reduction of 0.2 hours per segment over 5 segments, up to a maximum 1-hour FDP reduction, and a 9-hour flight time segment limit.

	Cumulative fatigue
	Risk from accumulated duty over multiple days.
	210-hour limit in any 28 consecutive days and applicable days-free-from-duty structure under CAR 700.29 framework.

	Reporting and oversight
	Fatigue risks may not be visible without reporting and review.
	Non-punitive fatigue reporting, fatigue-report summaries to TC, management review, corrective action, and data collection.

	Consistency of application
	Risk from switching between regimes or inconsistent scheduling practices.
	Use of the exemption for all operations to which it applies and no switching back and forth between the CARs and the exemption.



Section 12 - Requested validity period
[Operator name] requests that this exemption remain valid for 60 months from the date of approval, or for another period determined by Transport Canada to align with the data collection, review, and future regulatory development process. This period is intended to allow meaningful operational data collection and review.

[Operator name] understands that the exemption would be expected to remain in effect only until the earliest of the following:
· 60 months from the date of approval;
· the date on which any condition set out in the exemption is breached; or
· the date on which the exemption is cancelled in writing by the Minister, where the Minister is of the opinion that it is no longer in the public interest or is likely to affect aviation safety.
Section 13 - Conclusion
[Operator name] respectfully requests that Transport Canada approve this standalone exemption based on the Fall 2025 sandbox parameters. The request is practical, evidence-based, and aligned with the safety controls identified by Transport Canada.
[Operator name] remains ready to support Transport Canada with operational insights, data, and full cooperation in the execution and oversight of this exemption.
Submitted by:
[Name]
[Title]
[Operator legal name]
[Contact information]

