JUNE 2019
President’s Message
This will be my final newsletter message for our Lake Association as your Ballston Lake
Improvement Association President. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve Ballston Lake in this
capacity for more than 25 years, However, it is time to step down and allow someone else to assume the
duties.
As time has passed, more and more friends and neighbors have understood the changes that are
taking place on and in the lake environment. The BLIA has grown substantially over the past twenty five
years to address these changes. It is amazing for me to see the effort our members are making to serve the
Lake in so many different ways. There is, however, an ever increasing need for your support to keep
Ballston Lake the beautiful gem we all can enjoy.
The spirit of BLIA is excellent, the future is bright, but will depend on the continued efforts of this
Lake community. I will miss working with the great folks that make up this group, both past and present. It
is a special team of concerned and hard working members.
KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!!
Sincerely, Pete Herman
From the Water Safety Committee
Boat InspectionsWhile BLIA will not be scheduling boat inspections on Ballston Lake this summer with
the Mohawk Hudson Sail and Power Squadron, there is still an opportunity to have your boat inspected to
see if it meets the NYS requirements – free of charge. The US Coast Guard Auxiliary maintains a “Vessel
Safety Check” website http://cgaux.org/vsc/ . There is a link on this page to find an examiner that will visit
you, at no charge and with no consequence if you don’t pass. (Remember, there IS a fine if you are stopped
by the Saratoga County Sheriff on the water and don’t meet the inspection requirements). There are several
examiners in our area and you will be contacted once the request has been submitted through their web
site.
A reminder… if you are an early morning boater, fisherman or jet skier, please be courteous to the many
kayakers and canoeists who are out then, AND be on the watch for the increasing number of long distance
swimmers that train on our lake at that hour.

BLIA Annual Meeting
Please mark your calendar for the Ballston Lake Improvement Association Annual Meeting.
Date:
Tuesday, June 18, 2019 - 7 PM
Location
Ballston Lake Fire House
Town of Ballston Supervisor Tim Szczepaniak and Councilman Bill Goslin have been invited to speak on the
current status of the Ballston Lake Sewer District Project. The project is extremely important to the lake
community. A Business Meeting will follow the Sewer presentation. The agenda will include the
presentation of a slate of officers and directors as follows:
Slate of Officers
Dave Pierce, VP Lake Management
Greg Adams, VP Newsletter
Pete Voss, VP Clifton Park
Drew Hamelink, VP Sewer
Nick Trotta, VP Membership
Joanne DeVoe, Secretary
Larry Hausheer, Treasurer
Pete Herman, Immediate Past President

Slate of Directors and Terms
Marissa Goddard, Director 2019-2022
Ron Lind, Director
2019-2022
Tim Sorrentino, Director
2019-2022
Bob Wilson,Director
2019-2022

Current Directors and Terms
Bill Bashant
Through 2021
Wes Devoe
Through 2020
Joanne Frame
Through 2019
Ann Pierce
Through 2020
Gini Whetten
Through 2020

Members in good standing may vote. Nominations may be accepted from the floor.

Something New:
Members attending the annual meeting will be eligible for one of four door prizes. Four separate
MEMBERS drawings will be held to award $25 Gift Certificates to Carneys, Villago, Lakeside and Fo'Castle.
You must be present to win. Haven’t joined BLIA for 2019? No problem, you can join at the Annual
Meeting. Hope to see you there.

AVAST YE MATIES!
PIRATES ON PARADE
Kids of all ages are invited to join the fun on BLIA’s “Pirate Boat Float” in the
Thursday, June 13, BH-BL BPA Community Flag Day Parade! We had so much fun as
pirates last year that we’re doing that theme again. The DeVoe’s, who have had fun
sending the float off for the last several years, will be out of town on June 13. Suzanne
Bishop has stepped up to volunteer for this fun task. For details about where and
when we muster our scallywags, be in touch with Suzanne at kwenebishop@gmail.com
518 469-6062 or Joanne DeVoe devoepr@nycap.rr.com; 518 573-0773! All welcome!
The more the merrier!

Lake Management Report - David Pierce
Over the winter I have worked with the Town of Ballston Watershed Management Committee to
develop an application for a $26,000 grant from DEC to finalize the development of a 9 point Watershed and
Lake Management Plan. This is a 75%-25% match from DEC and the Town of Ballston has voted to support
the 25% if the application is successful. As of 5/10/19 we have not heard back from DEC about this
application.
BLIA was successful in receiving a $6800 grant from the Capital Mohawk PRISM to conduct an aquatic plant
assessment on Ballston Lake this coming summer. This study will be conducted by Darrin Fresh Water
Institute from Lake George. Once BLIA receives the results in November we
plan to develop a mitigation plan to reduce invasive aquatic plants in
Ballston Lake. In addition this study the grant will fund BLIA’s efforts to
educate watershed residents and lake users about invasive species
containment/control methodology. Your dues $ at work!

Frequently Asked Questions
Question: What is the process for stabilizing one’s shoreline?
Answer: Call DEC Region 5 - 518-623-1281. Susan Clickner susan.clickner@dec.ny.gov. Phone number for Army
Corps of Engineers is 518-266-6350. A joint application can be filled out and sent to DEC. Dave Pierce has forms that
can be sent electronically pep416@aol.com.
Question: Who is the contact if I have a problem with beavers destroying trees on my private property? I
understand that we would pay for this work privately.
Answer: Beaver Trapper’s name is Jim Comstock 518-792-2371 jimjudy2@gmail.com
Question: How can I get my boat inspected?
Answer: One possibility is to contact Ellen Brown. She can inspect your boat at your dock. drbpe@prodigy.net
Question: Why is the boat launch at Villago’s sometimes closed.
Answer: Sandra Foster (Villago) owns the boat launch and it is her decision to open or close it. She has agreed to
close it when the lake level is above its mean high water level or the edge of the shoreline. In the past 10 years the
lake has had a variance of almost 3 feet. When the lake level is that high, boat wakes cause major problems.
Question: What can be done to control the lake level?
Answer: There is no dam to control the lake level. All BLIA can do is remove vegetation to allow the flow in the
outlet wetlands. We also work to lower the levels of some of the beaver dams in the outlet to increase water flow.
High water promotes shoreline erosion that causes loss of shoreline and property damage. This erosion also
increases the phosphorus load in the lake when the soil and plants are washed into the lake. If anyone is interested
in volunteering to help with the outlet vegetation removal and beaver dam work, please contact Brian Smith at
bwsmith4356@gmail.com.

2018 CSLAP Summary
Thanks to Dr. Peter Herman, BLIA has completed its 29th year of CSLAP water sampling. In 2018 the lake
was the clearest since 2006. The Chlorophyll A (algae) levels were the lowest since 2006. The lake
phosphorus levels are decreasing probably due to the 2010 State wide ban of lawn fertilizers containing
phosphorus.
The pH of the lake is around 7.5 which is in the middle of the acceptable range
of 6.5-8.5. The DEC scorecard has 6 parameters: potable water, swimming,
recreation, aquatic life, aesthetics, and habitat. These are impacted by algae and
aquatic plants. DEC states that our “algae levels are intermediate to high. The
shoreline algae community exhibits undetectable toxin levels.” Five of these
parameters improved in 2018 compared to an average year. The level
of invasive plants such as milfoil and curly leafed pondweed were higher in
2018 and contributed to a decrease in the habitat score for 2018.

Property Maintenance Ideas To Reduce Invasive Lake Plants
 Every property owner in the Ballston Lake Watershed can help reduce invasive weeds and algae in the
lake by following good property maintenance practices. Non point sources of pollution result in excessive
nutrients washing into the lake during rain and snow events. These non point sources are lawn chemicals,
garden pesticides, pet wastes, auto products on the driveway, and septic effluent from poorly functioning
systems.
As the Town develops a sewer system in the Ballston Lake watershed, residents must still practice
best maintenance practice of their present septic system. The earliest this sewer system may be in
operation is 2021. A poorly working septic system can release harmful bacteria that can cause illness and
result in polluted drinking water in your well. Septic systems are a source of phosphorous, nitrogen, organic
matter, bacteria and viral pathogens that can enter the lake. Not only is it a health concern, septic systems
contribute to the growth of invasive plants and algae.
The practices to follow to reduce this non point pollution are:
1. Have septic tank pumped every 3 years, unless you use a garbage disposal. Then pump it every year.
2. Pick up pet wastes and dispose in toilet or trash
3. Use phosphorus free fertilizers in lawn and garden
4. Direct rainwater from roofs and driveway away from streams and the lake, and the septic system.
5. Rake , bag and remove leaves and organic debris away from the lake’s shoreline
6. Stabilize shoreline to prevent erosion and sedimentation of soils into the lake
7. Establish a shrub and vegetation buffer near lake or stream banks to hold the soil
8. Dispose of chemicals and expired medicines at turn in events not “down the drain”
If we all work together to accomplish these goals we should see the lake get better. Thanks for the help your
BLIA Water Quality Committee.

Membership
We thank the nearly 140 members who have renewed and we welcome new members to our organization! We are the
only organization dedicated to preserving and protecting Ballston Lake and its watershed. We have already accomplished
so much this year, and we plan to continue to build on our efforts throughout the rest of 2019! Members from our
organization have helped in the beaver dam and outlet cleanup and provided representation at the annual NYSFOLA
conference. We also had a great turnout at the Clean-Up Day and look forward to the Flag Day Parade and 4th of July Boat
Parade and our August 6th picnic. Please see attached form or hop on over to our website to renew your membership if
you have not yet done so thisyear. Visit ballstonlake.org click on Membership.
Please Volunteer: We will be conducting our neighbor-to-neighbor campaign throughout the summer to meet residents
and listen to their top concerns. To help facilitate this, we are looking for “captains” to be spokespeople for your region of
the lake. Please contact me at trotta.nick@gmail.com if you are interested in helping your neighbor’s voice concerns of
consensus. We are looking initially at the following zones.
Eastside Dr. / France Ln

Lundy Lane

Zani Ln / Hickory Grove / McCormick Ln

Lake Rd

Lazur Rd

Connelly Rd / Powers Ln

Westside Dr.

Whites Beach Rd Area

************************************************************************************************************************
Annual Boat Parade, Thursday, July 4th
The 4th of July Boat Parade will start on the 4th at 3pm sharp!
Meetup at 2:45 at the south end of the lake. Carol Gerbing
will be Parade Leader and will organize the boats as they
gather.  Happy Birthday USA!
Can’t join the parade? We love seeing people on the
shoreline in their best patriotic attire!
Not sure of where to watch? Villago is a great spot to view the parade while enjoying great
food and beverages. There is no rain date for this event.
Check for updates on our website or facebook!
*************************************************************************************************************************
THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS!

Sewer Project Update

In an effort to keep our membership updated on the status of the sewer project around Ballston
Lake, we have included a summary of current activity with the sewer committee. We are trying to provide
the most up to date information on this very important topic. We have invited town supervisor Tim
Scerpanic and sewer committee representative Bill Goslin to speak at our annual meeting. Please plan to
attend in order to get the most current information and to have questions answered.
As many of you have seen in the local newspapers the sewer bids were opened on Jan 30th and were
higher than anticipated. The low bid turned out to have a significant math error and was withdrawn by the
vendor. The other two bids were millions of dollars higher. (details are posted on the Town website).
The committee has been actively working to understand why there were fewer bids than expected
and why the bids were much higher than our engineering estimate. Meetings have been held with two of
the bidders and discussions with some of the non-bidders. From this effort a list of suggestions was
generated for changes to our bid requirements that could reduce the project’s cost. Several potential
contractors told us that the project bid as a single project was too large for them.
The project engineer was tasked with creating a new bid document incorporating those changes
that were deemed practical and breaking the project up into several sub projects that could be built by
different contractors.
The team is evaluating what might be the most effective timing in the contractors’ business cycle to
put the new bid out.
An effort is also underway to evaluate options for applying for additional grant funding to offset the
potential higher than expected costs. Discussions were held with the Environmental Facilities Corporation
to review potential additional grants. One grant request is currently being written and several more are
likely.
Social Events
Flag Day Parade on June 13th
Boat Parade on July 4th,
BLIA Picnic on Tuesday, August 6th. This annual event will begin at 6:00 pm at
the Lakeside Farm Pavillion. We ask that you bring a dish to share and your own
beverage. A grill will be provided. This is a fun way to meet your lake neighbors,
see old friends and enjoy the lake fellowship. Please mark your calendars.

Fall Back Social – Sunday, November 3 - Pot Luck and Music at Carney’s. It is
our tradition to hold this the Sunday of Return to Standard Time – the emphasis
will be on music, food and a craft area for kids. More details to follow.

\

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Annual Meeting- Tuesday June 18th - 7pm , BL Firehouse
July 4th-Boat Parade- South end of the lake at 3:00 pm
BLIA Picnic-Tuesday, Aug. 6th- 6:00 pm- Lake
Side Pavilion

