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Friends of God,  
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” Let the 

one who hears say, “Come.” Let the one 
 who is thirsty come; let the one who  

desires take the water of life without price. 

 Revelation 22:17 
 
 

O Christ, 
on you the many eyed cherubim  
are unable to look  
because of the glory  
of your countenance,  
yet out of your love  
you accepted spittle on your face.   

Remove the shame from my face,  
and grant me to have  
an unashamed face before you  
at the time of prayer.  

 

St. Isaac the Syrian 
 

He will command his angels 

concerning you to guard you in 

all your ways.  

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless 

his holy name. 
Gradual  

 Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

 

 

Matins 
Twentieth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
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SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We are so glad that you are here!  This is God’s House and He 
put the wiggle in children, so please feel completely at home 
and try these tips from parents who’ve gone before you: 

Sit towards the front: That’s where children can easily see.  

Help your child look and listen: Tell them key word and 
point out crosses and other reminders of Jesus’ good news. 

Participate joyfully! Sing, fold your hands for prayer, stand 
and kneel. Your child will model your actions. He or she watches everything that you do. 

Involve your child:  Encourage them to say and pray: “Amen. Lord have mercy!  I believe… Our Father...” 
so that children recognize them as their own parts. 

If You and Your Child Must Leave: There is a nursery for emergencies, but please come back.  What 
we do here promises to engage your children little-by-little and shape them powerfully and forever. 

If you need help, just ask! We are here to serve Jesus who said, “Let the little children come to me and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Luke 18:16) 

Activity Bags are available at the Usher Table for children five and under. 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
If you are a visitor, we are delighted to have you join us in worshiping God and hearing His Word! 

Please take a moment after the service to introduce yourself to our pastor. You are cordially invited to join 
in our congregation’s fellowship and study of God’s Word between services and all week long. 

 

Our worship follows the order of Matins. 
Matins, which means “of the morning,” is the name of the 
ancient Christian order of prayer anticipating the break of 
day. Prayed at various times from midnight to morning, 
Matins trains us to receive each new day with watchfulness 
for Christ and with intercession, praise and thanksgiving.  

An early observance of Matins, about AD 200, is described 
by Hippolytus of Rome: “about midnight, get out of your bed, 
wash with clean water and pray. If you have a wife, pray the psalms 
alternating verses with her…so you will learn to keep watch. Our 
Lord in His parable put it so: About midnight, He said, there came 
a call. ‘Look! Here comes the bridegroom! Go out to meet him!’ Keep 
watch then, he told them, for you do not know either the day or the 
hour in which the Son of Man is coming.’” 
 

More recently Matins has been used in the church whenever God’s people gather for worship without 
Holy Communion. It is wonderful to use as a guide for your prayer at home.  

Today our prayers are for our congregation and every member to grow in the grace of prayer 
and thereby discover true fellowship with God in Christ Jesus and with all their fellow saints.    

 

Matins places us for a while alongside the Old Testament saints who “only saw from a distance the 
things promised and welcomed…and admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. The chief 
parts of service are the Venite (Psalm 95) and the Te Deum, an ancient hymn derived from the 
scriptures read at Easter Vigil.  This way of singing and praying marks Christians as people who emerge 
from darkness and death to praise God in the light of new life, every day and then forevermore.  
It is a powerful and gospel-shaped way to pray “from God’s Word”. May it bless you this morning! 
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PRELU DE   

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People   Manz 

 

ANN OUNCEMEN TS  AN D WEL CO ME  

Please stand. 

SHARING  THE  LOR D 'S PEA CE  
L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us share His peace with one another. 
 

All greet one another in the name of the Lord saying, "Peace be with you." 

            Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Prayer is called a 
virtue, but in reality it 
is the mother of all 
virtues: for it gives 
birth to them by 
uniting us to Christ. 
 

St. Mark the Hermit 
(5th C.)  
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Psalmody 
 

 
 

VENI TE  Psalm 95:1–7 

 

 

 

 
The  antiphon is repeated. 
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 PSALM 23

 

 

Pastor sings responsively with congregation by verse. 

The Lord is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 
He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for- | ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*  
     and to the Holy | Spirit;  
as it was in the be- | ginning,*  
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The Lord is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 

 
Psalm Prayer 

P Shepherd us, O Lord, through the shadow of death with the rod and staff of Your 
sweet Word, that we may obtain a place in Your eternal dwelling, and be filled with 
the splendid fullness of the heavenly banquet, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

We all long for Eden, and we are 
constantly glimpsing it: our whole 
nature at its best and least corrupted, 
its gentlest and most human, is still 
soaked with the sense of exile. 
 

J.R.R. Tolkien,  
Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien, 96  
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        ISAIAH 61:10;  antiphon: Psalm 146:2 

 

 Leader sings antiphon.  All sing verses and Gloria. 
I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

 I will greatly rejoice | in the LORD;* 
 my soul shall exult | in my 
God, 

for he has clothed me with the 
garments of sal- | vation;* 
 he has covered me with the 
robe of | righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a 
priest with a beautiful | headdress,* 

and as a bride adorns herself | with her 
jewels. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the 
Son*  
     and to the Holy | Spirit;  
as it was in the be- | ginning,*  
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

Sit.  

825 Rise, Shine, You People 
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OL D TE S TAMEN T REA DING      IS AI AH  25 :6 -9  
 A   The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
 

On this mountain the LORD of 
hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wine, 
 of rich food full of marrow, of 
aged wine well refined. 
And he will swallow up on this 
mountain 
 the covering that is cast over 
all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all 
nations. 
 He will swallow up death 

forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away 
tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people 
he will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, that he might 
save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have 
waited for him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.” 

 

A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

EPI S TLE        P H I L I P P I A N S  4:4 - 1 3  

 A The Epistle is from Philippians, the fourth chapter. 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand; do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things.  

What you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me—practice these 
things, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 
 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that 
now at length you have revived your 
concern for me. You were indeed 
concerned for me, but you had no 
opportunity. Not that I am speaking of 
being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. I 
know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of 
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. 

A  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
Stand. 
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HOL Y GOS PEL  Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28 

 

 
 

 
 M A T T H E W  22 : 1 - 1 4  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

  Again Jesus spoke to them in 
parables, saying, “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent 
his servants to call those who were 
invited to the wedding feast, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other 
servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are 
invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, 
my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.’ But they 
paid no attention and went off, one to 
his farm, another to his business, while 
the rest seized his servants, treated them 
shamefully, and killed them. The king 
was angry, and he sent his troops and 
destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. Then he said to his servants,  

‘The wedding feast is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore to 
the main roads and invite to the 
wedding feast as many as you find.’ And 
those servants went out into the roads 
and gathered all whom they found, both 
bad and good. So the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 
 “But when the king came in to 
look at the guests, he saw there a man 
who had no wedding garment. And he 
said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding garment?’ And 
he was speechless. Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot 
and cast him into the outer darkness. In 
that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, 
but few are chosen.” 
 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sit. At this time, the children may be invited to come forward for a children’s message.  
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 HY MN OF TH E DA Y  

834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SER MON  

 

Stand. 
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TE DEUM  
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Sit. 

OFF ERING     Habakkuk 2:20; Zechariah 2:13 

Please place your tithes and offerings in the plates as the ushers pass by.   

Take a moment to sign and pass along the red books found at the end of each pew. 

 

Prayers 
Kneel or sit forward. 

KYR IE  Mark 10:47 

 
 

LO RD ’S  PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PRA YER S O F  THE CHUR CH   

          
 

P Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not in 
the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, true God and true man, today all Christendom celebrates the 
day on which You rose from the dead. Let the sun of  Your mercy rise upon all the 
services of  Your people, for You are the Light come to end the night. Grant that 
Your Word may be rightly preached with power from the Holy Spirit and without 
fear of  those who would oppose it. Bring about true repentance in all who are Yours 
and fill them with the holy faith, which is the salvation of  their souls. Stir us up in 
prayer together and bring all we ask to the Father for the sake of  Your holy wounds. 

C Amen. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, true King of  heaven and earth, You promised to Your Church 
that the gates of  hell would not prevail against her, and You still cause Your Word 
to be preached and Your Holy Sacraments to be administered among us. But ah! O 
Lord, the sins of  Your people obscure the majesty of  Your Bride. Your holy 
vineyard is trampled and Your blessed sacrifice stands neglected. Many think 
themselves strong and despise the life-giving food that You have ordained for Your 
people, for the forgiveness of  their sins. 

 Pardon all our arrogance and do not come to us in wrath to remove the lamp of  
Your Word from before our eyes! O Lord, we pray You: visit this vine, which You 
once established for Yourself, and renew us with the sun of  Your mercy and the 
water of  eternal life. 

 Give us a great hunger for the food of  Your true body and blood, and let all Your 
faithful people ever be found in the apostles’ doctrine, in the fellowship, in the 
breaking of  Your bread, and in the prayers; for Your mercy’s sake, O Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P O Jesus, merciful and holy Bridegroom; give and increase in us faith, love, and hope 
in You; root out of  us all sins and vice, all strife, all disbelief, all error and heresy; 
rebuke the erring, bring the unbelievers and rebellious again to the unity of   Your 
Church. Show them the light of  Your truth. Protect our shepherd from every danger 
of  body and soul and every pastor in the building up of  Your congregation. Equip 
Your whole Church with the power and proof  of  the holy faith. Stand by Your 
witnesses and further Your Gospel in all the world. 

 Fill all government with the fear of  You and let their ruling foster and preserve 
peace. Have mercy on our people and country. Let the youth be brought up in 
discipline and in a right knowledge of  You, to recognize Your law and the way of  

Your salvation. Make constant, loyal and pious their teachers. Bless with a spirit of 
thanksgiving those whom You have given cause to celebrate: 

 

our family birthdays: 
Nicolas Delozier 
Harold Swartz 

Ryan Robinson 
Paul Fretz 

Sue Warnke 
Jacie Timm 
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 Comfort all the troubled and sorrowful. Impart health of  body and soul to sundered 
families and the sick, especially… 

our members 
Curt Schmidt 
Dan Nelson 
Jackie Elam 
John Strohschein 
Ted Cash 
John Henry 
Jasmine Timm 
James Dake 
Peri Hertzog 
Cissi Burtner 
Elaine Elston 
 
 
 

those at home: 
Janet Miller 
Lila Thompson 
Doris Falconieri 
Tom Hagen 
Karen Priebe 
Roy & Sharon Gugel 
Mary Keefauver  
Helen Gounis  
Louise Nordman 
 

those dear to us: 
Susan Depalma-Spivey 
Mark Smith 
Helen Laws 
David Schulz 

Matt Perrin 
Patti Skinner 
Melissa Voelker 
Molly 
Wyatt Dawson 
Ruchelle Smith 
Jim Melton 
King Family 
Carby Family 
Judi Domeier 
Steve Barringer 
Hermione Moul 
Mike Chaney 
Toby Gowin 
 

 Grant to all pregnant women, by Your mercy, a happy result in childbearing, 
especially: Kate, Sarah & Morgan.  

 Grant the needy and those who travel the protection of  Your holy angels. Be a 
strong help to all who need You, O Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

P We implore You, O Lord, for our altar, that it may ever be a place where the 
medicine of eternal life, the forgiveness of our sins, strengthens us in body and 
soul; that disbelief, apathy and impenitence may stay far from all who come there 
so that they may not eat and drink to their own judgment. 

 So may our fellowship and love for one another be blessed and made perfect as the 

the fruit of Your Spirit grows in us, which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Cause us to love one another 
mightily and, observing your Word, to live in holy conduct toward one another to 
the glory of Your holy name, both here in time and hereafter in eternity; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!   

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 
us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and 
life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me.  
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Stand. 

 
 

BENE DI CTION  2 Corinthians 13:14 

 
 

 
 

HYMN  OF  AS SURAN CE  

803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
 

PO STLUDE  

Improvisation on Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  
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The altar flowers are given today to the Glory of God, and in 

thanksgiving for our Aunt Louise Nordman’s 90th birthday by the 

Broome and Pence Family. 
 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  
Matins from Lutheran Service Book unless otherwise indicated,  

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001  
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

*Quoted in Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH     †Quoted in St. John Wheaton, IL, worship folder 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 

SERV ING IN WOR SHI P

Pastor: Rev. Steven Newberg 
Assistant: Vicar Andrew Cole 
Organist: Eric Hauck 

Altar Guild: Maggie Bryson, Verna Cash, Karin 
Koenig, Sandra Talbert, Olivia Wagner 
 

Greeter: Diane Beard 
Reader: Rainer Blessing 
Ushers: William Cates, Carey Cousins, Paul 
Spokas, Dwight Stine 
Sound & Video: Simon Buser 

 
 

AS C ENS I ON  FO OD  PA NT R Y  

Distributed one week of groceries to 30 families,  
90 family members on 10/2 & 10/5. 

The food pantry distributes a week’s worth of healthy 
groceries to individuals with a Nourish Up referral, 
Mondays and Fridays, 11am-1:30pm. In need of a 
referral?  Call the church office at 704-372-7317.  Anyone in 
need will be eligible for up to 12 weeks of groceries per year. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

Sunday School & Bible Study Year 

9:45-10:45am 

Nursery (under 3 yrs) Church Nursery 
Ages 3-4 Ed. Bldg. Rm. 111  

Kindergarten-Grade 2 Ed. Bldg. Rm. 107  
Grades 3-5 Ed. Bldg. Rm. 105  

Confirmation (Grades 6-8) Ed. Bldg. Rm. 209 
High School (Grades 9-12) Ed. Bldg. Rm. 201 
Young Adult Bible Study Ed. Bldg. Rm. 112 

Parent Bible Study Adult Library 
 Adult Sunday School (Everything New) Luther Hall 

 
 

Final New Member Classes: 

Tonight & Next Sunday! 

Sunday, October 11-October 18 

6-7:30pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Please contact Pastor Steve 
and be sure to have filled out 
a Red “Join Ascension” Card 

located in your pew.  
 

AS C ENS I ON  SO UP  K IT C HE N  

Served lunch to 112 guests this Tuesday. 

The soup kitchen furnishes a hot, well-balanced 
and fresh lunch every Tuesday from 11am-
12:00pm. Everyone is welcome!  No ID or referral 
needed. Currently service is to-go for pick-up in the 
parking lot.  

Soli Deo Gloria 

mailto:newberg@ascensioncharlotte.org


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W O R S H I P  B R O A D C A S T   

Sunday Divine Services are broadcast live on 
the Internet at 8:30 and 11 a.m.  

A S C E N S I O N  L U T H E R A N   

S O U P  K I T C H E N  

Every Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Serving 
to-go lunches in the parking lot. 

W H A T  W E  B E L I E V E  

Find out the way we receive the Christian Faith 
in the Lutheran tradition each week.  
 

Melanie Broome, Office Manager 
admin@ascensioncharlotte.org 

Ardith Hertzog, Communications 
communications@ascensioncharlotte.org 

Jon Greene, Facilities Manager 
facilities@ascensioncharlotte.org 

Patia Bowman, Administrative Asst. 
bowman@ascensioncharlotte.org 

T 

Rev. Steven Newberg, Pastor 
newberg@ascensioncharlotte.org 

Vicar Andrew Cole 
vicar@ascensioncharlotte.org 

www.ascensioncharlotte.org 
 
  

RESTROOMS are located down the 

hallway at the back of the Narthex. 

A NURSERY for children age 3 and under 

is located across the hallway from the 

restrooms. The worship service can be 

seen and heard from the Nursery. A baby-

changing table is available in the Nursery 

and the Family Restroom (accessible). 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES are 

available for check-out from the sound 

booth in the rear of the sanctuary.  

 

 

GOD’S GARDEN 

THOSE  IN  CRI TICAL  NEE D  
Members needing financial or physical assistance, 
please contact pastor for application to the crisis 
fund or access to folks eager to lend a helping hand.  
 

1225 E. Morehead Street 
Charlotte, NC 28204 

 

704-372-7317 MAIN NUMBER 
 

mailto:admin@ascensioncharlotte.org
mailto:communications@ascensioncharlotte.org
mailto:facilities@ascensioncharlotte.org
mailto:bowman@ascensioncharlotte.org
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