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2017 Breaking Barriers: In Sports, In Life 
Facts
· Now in its 21st year, Breaking Barriers: In Sports, In Life is a baseball-themed character education program developed by Major League Baseball and Scholastic Inc.  

· Using America’s sport, baseball, as the metaphor for life, the program is based on the values demonstrated by barrier breaker Jackie Robinson: Citizenship, Commitment, Courage, Determination, Excellence, Integrity, Justice, Persistence, and Teamwork.
· The Breaking Barriers Essay Contest provides an opportunity for diverse students from across the country in grades 4 through 9 to submit an essay about barriers or obstacles they have faced or are still facing in their lives, and how they used the values exemplified by Jackie Robinson to deal with those obstacles.

· Sharon Robinson, Consultant, Community Affairs and Educational Programming for Major League Baseball, and daughter of Jackie Robinson, developed and consults on the program.

· Breaking Barriers has reached more than 31 million youths and 4.2 million educators in the United States, Canada, and Puerto Rico.  

· The program will recognize ten national winners in 2017, which will include two Grand Prize winners, two MVP winners and six All-Star Prize winners split between two separate grade groups (Grades 4-6 & Grades 7-9). All ten prize winners will receive a laptop computer and Breaking Barriers t-shirts and books for their class written by Sharon Robinson.
· The Grand Prize Winner of students in grades 4-6 will receive the opportunity to attend and be honored at the annual MLB All-Star Game in Miami, while the Grand Prize Winner of students in grades 7-9 will receive the opportunity to attend and be honored at a game of the 2017 World Series.

· For the first time the program will be available in Spanish, with contest entries accepted in Spanish as well.

· The Breaking Barriers program is used by the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities. 

· The Breaking Barriers Essay Contest has averaged over 17,000 entries the past four years. 
· For more information about the program and contest details, visit MLB.com/BreakingBarriers  
 or Scholastic.com/BreakingBarriers
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