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Beginning January 1, 2021, amendments to Superintendence Rule 36.20-36.32 and its 
appendix, which address Ohio’s specialized dockets certification process and the 
associated certification standards, will be effective.  The Specialized Dockets Section and 
the Commission on Specialized Dockets have learned a great deal since Ohio first launched 
certification, leading to a thorough review of the rule and its appendix.  The changes 
resulting from the assessment of Ohio’s process and standards  centers on accuracy—to 
communicate clearly and directly what is required and needed for certification; fidelity to 
the model—alignment with National Best Practice Standards for each type of docket; and 
flexibility and adaptability—in response to local needs and resources of the 
communities.  The revisions also provide for a reorganization of the current rule and 
certification standards to allow for a more logical flow.  Updated language reflective of 
national best practices and practice in the field are also incorporated. 
 
Significant changes and updates to the rule include a new requirement that judges 
planning to implement a specialized docket must submit an intent to apply notification to 
the section upon the formation of the advisory committee.  Initial certification will now be 
limited for up to six months with possible extensions granted by the section manager and 
commission.  There is a prerequisite that judges and magistrates, if applicable, must 
observe another docket identified   by the section in order to receive initial certification.  
Requests for technical assistance prior to certification, during the planning process, and 
throughout the certification process were formally added.  Six hours of judge’s education 
during the three-year certification are now required as well.  The new rule also allows for 
certification to be automatically extended upon the submission of an application for 
recertification or judge change.  Judges inheriting a docket will now have 12 months to 
submit their certification application rather than six months.  Finally, the new rules include 
a decertification process for dockets that are found to be out of compliance with 
certification standards and are unable to correct the concern with technical assistance and 
training. 
 
Significant changes to the certification standards outlined in the appendix to 
Superintendence Rule 36.20-36.32 include a new requirement that dockets provide 
Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) in a form and manner that adheres to the Supreme 
Court of Ohio’s Guidelines for the Use of Medication Assisted Treatment in Drug Courts.  
Family centered services,  phase expectations, status hearing frequency, therapeutic 
adjustments, and clarifications regarding substance monitoring were all added.  Finally, a 
thirteenth standard addressing constitutional and due process rights is outlined. 

 

 
 
 


