
Texas 
At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Texas led the nation in providing Zoom licenses to 
more than 2,000 state judges resulting in over a million court hearings, including Specialty 
Court sessions, being held virtually as of February 2021. 
 
Funding for Texas’ 208 known operational Specialty Courts received a tremendous boost 
this past legislative session. The 87th Legislature passed HB 1256, aptly referred to as the 
Ruben G. Reyes Act, in honor of Judge Ruben Reyes a Texas Specialty Court judge who 
passed in December 2020. Judge Reyes was a champion for not only Texas Specialty 
Courts, but problem-solving courts nationally and globally. He and the Texas Association of 
Specialty Courts (TASC) led the charge and fought hard for increased funding for Texas 
Specialty Courts. HB 1256 amends the Texas Tax Code mandating 1% of mixed beverage 
tax collections be deposited into the State Specialty Court Account. Prior to 2019, the only 
funding mechanism for the State Specialty Court Account was a $60 court cost related to 
certain alcohol and drug offenses. The 86th Legislature passed SB 346, a comprehensive 
court cost bill, which yielded an unexpected increase in revenue to the State Specialty 
Court Account from a specified percentage of state criminal court costs and an allocation 
of local criminal court costs into a County Specialty Court Account. [TASC July 2021 
Newsletter]. 
 
The TASC publishes a bi-monthly newsletter for distribution to its members. Click on the 
following links to access the April 2021 and May 2021 newsletters to learn more about 
Texas Specialty Courts TASC April 2021 Newsletter, TASC May 2021 Newsletter. One 
featured project is JUSTICE FORWARD in Harris County, Texas. JUSTICE FORWARD’s 
mission is to break the cycle of incarceration and fund essential programs for individuals in 
the Harris County Specialty Courts to help them become independent and productive 
members of the community. Click here for more information on this innovative 
organization. 


