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Jewish Growth 
 
The most intense period of the Jewish year – a twenty-one day period beginning with Rosh 

Hashana and culminating in Simchat Torah – has concluded. We return to the  routines of our 

lives. Students are more deeply ensconced in their experience at school. Work takes on the 

rhythms that define it.  

  

At the Jericho Jewish Center, religious school has resumed. Aside from Shabbat,   Tuesday is 

my favorite day of the week. Our religious school students come with open minds and open 

hearts to learn about our heritage and develop the ability to read the   Hebrew language. The 

freshness with which they encounter their studies does not fail to excite me, and I try to visit each of the classrooms to 

teach about the parsha shavua.  

  

Parsha Shavua is the cornerstone of Jewish religious life. I encourage you to take the time each week to read it. If 

you don’t own a Tanakh, buy one. The Jewish Publication Society’s edition is the one I recommend. To be sure,   

reading a text that was composed more than 2500 years ago and relates events that are further in the past even than 

that is no small task. You will likely encounter difficulties and questions surely will arise. You should always feel       

welcome to give me a call or send me an email about a particular passage that strikes you or perplexes you.  

  

One of the weaknesses of synagogue life in the suburbs is that the synagogue serves as a kind of bar mitzvah       

factory. Parents send their children to religious school because they had to go and because they want their child to 

become bnei mitzvah. That is admirable, of course, and in an age of rampant disaffiliation, that rationale for belonging 

to a synagogue still suffices. Nonetheless, what’s important is that we not outsource Jewish  learning to our children. 

We should not do that for at least two reasons. First, our children watch what we do. If they see us learning about  

Judaism, then they will be more likely to want to learn it themselves. Secondly, given how vast Judaism is, we must 

continue our education into adulthood to truly understand our tradition.  

  

This message is not directed only to the parents of those who have kids currently in our religious school. It is for all of 

us. Even if your children are in college or have graduated college or you yourself are a grandparent, the time is      

always now to get engaged with Jewish learning. Among the many roles that a rabbi has in a congregation, one of the 

most important ones is: teacher of Torah. Torah, however, can be construed broadly to refer to the many facets of our 

civilization. I am eager to hear suggestions from congregants about what they would like to learn. What area of      

Judaism have you wanted to know more about but haven’t had the opportunity to pursue? Let’s pursue that together.  

  

As we return to the routine of work and school, let’s add one more piece to our routine: Jewish learning. As Jews, we 

must always be growing. Whether that growth involves the study of Hebrew, learning to read Torah and Haftorah, 

studying our history, or developing a mastery of prayer, we can pursue a wide variety of ways to grow in our Judaism.  

  

My passion is for establishing relationships with you that are centered around your growth as a Jewish person. As 

parents and grandparents, I hope you will rededicate yourselves to the task of learning at the very least to send the 

message to your children and grandchildren that the study of Judaism is for all of us, not only the young. Study has 

been the foundation of Jewish life for millennium and as we encounter the future, we will be better prepared for the 

challenges it presents if we are already immersed in some kind of study. I hope you will consult with me as you     

consider the message I share with you and to whatever extent I can be involved in your project for study, I will be glad 

to engage with you.  

  

The year is still fresh before us. Let’s integrate Jewish learning and Jewish growth into our routines so that we can 

unite around the Torah and strengthen ourselves as a congregation.  

    

 JJC   

From Our Rabbi 

Rabbi Matthew Abelson 
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As have many other parents, I learned a Torah portion to read at both our        

children’s Bnai Mitzvah. For Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah, I read the Shlishi portion for 

Parshat  Shemini. And for Rebecca’s Bat Mitzvah, I read the Rishon, Shnai and 

Shlishi  portions for Vayera. And I have read Shlishi Shemini and Shlishi Vayera 

each year ever since. You may ask “Why do you read these    portions still, years 

after your son and daughter’s Bnai Mitzvah?” And my answer is simple: I went to 

a great effort to study and learn to read Torah and want to maintain my            

connection with each   Parshat. 

I recall having multiple conversations with Rabbi Richardson z”l about learning to read Torah. He was 

always very supportive and encouraged me to learn more. I also remember my consistently            

mispronouncing one   letter in one word in Rishon Vayera

-- the Tzahday in  ה  and how he patiently corrected  ָצֲחָקָ֨

me every time I practiced with him during the weeks prior 

to Rebecca’s Bat Mitzvah. Reading this one word reminds 

me of Rabbi Richardson every time I read this portion and 

about the influence he had on our family and its role at 

the Jericho Jewish Center. 

So, you may ask, why am I reminiscing about reading        

Torah? Because it is an opportunity to encourage you to 

do the same! Rabbi Abelson is very passionate about 

wanting to teach men and women to read Torah and your 

participation will help him achieve his goal of increasing the number of members who can read. 

There’s no denying reading Torah can be a challenge, by applying the time to study and prepare, it 

can be done. Consider learning to read a short portion and enjoying the spiritual satisfaction of your 

accomplishment. Not ready to learn how to read a Torah portion? Step up and learn a Haftorah       

instead. I promise it will be well worth your effort and a skill you can use for a lifetime. 

    

 JJC   

From Our President 

Jay Sherman 
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 JJC   

 

By Amy Kahane,  Education Director 

 
Shalom, 
 
After a long wait for all the Chagim (holidays) to end, we finally resumed Religious School. We had 
many reasons to celebrate simchas in the past several months.  Mazal Tov to Benjamin Handell, Ben 
Lefkowitz, Jared Present, Rachel Wishner and Kate Solomon on becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Kol 
HaKavod to you and our families! 
 
Friday Night Live (celebrated the second Friday of each month) came alive with students, parents,         
grandparents, and friends all coming together to celebrate Shabbat. Many of our Bar/Bat Mitzvah       
students led us in prayer at the FNL services followed by dinner these past several months. 
 
Our Shinshinit this year, Zohar, was been working with the students each week. Last week the students 
learned about Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli Prime Minister who was assassinated, and his mission to bring 
peace. We were emphasizing the importance of democracy, tolerance and acceptance among us 
all. Zohar ended our day teaching the children a few Hebrew words and having a fun activity with them.  
 
Rabbi Abelson joins in the learning each week, teaching the Parsha Hashavua (the Torah portion of the 
week) within each classroom.  The students are excited to learn with him.  We discussed Hakarat       
HaTov, which means being grateful, in preparation for Thanksgiving.  We discussed many prayers and 
especially the holiday of Sukkot, which speaks of gratitude, and we shared with each other what each 
student is grateful for. 
 
Our Hannukontest is back!  Please create your own Hannukiah out of any materials you choose.  Prizes 
will be awarded on Dec. 17.  Please feel free to bring them in earlier for our display outside the Beit  
Midrash.  See Flyer inside the synagogue, on Constant Contact (via email ) and brought home by your 
children for further details including rules.   
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Dec. 20-Jan. 1          December vacation 
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By Barbara Ehrenpreis & Shirli Saed      By Diane Charet 

J.J.C. Cares 

As members of the Jericho Jewish Center, we        

recognized the need to support and educate our    

congregants, and formed a new series: "JJC 

Cares”.  

JJC Cares is made up of a group of caring   

members, who care for their family, friends, the 

JJC community, and our community at large.  

The goal of JJC cares is to educate our         

community, regarding life situations; such as     

Advance   Directives, Power of Attorney, and IT 

security, to name a few  programs.  

The first series was presented on two sessions, in  

order to accommodate both evening and daytime   

attendees.  The presenters were Barbara         

Ehrenpreis, LCSW, and Sherli Saed, Esq.  

Barbara Ehrenpreis, is a Licensed Clinical Social 

Worker, who works for NorthWell Hospice Care      

Network. Sherli S. Saed is an attorney, who 

among other fields, specializes in guardianship 

matters. 

The program educated the attendees about     

Advance Directives, i.e., Health Care proxies,  

Living Wills, and Powers of Attorney, and the       

consequence of not having these documents. 

During the question and  answer period we were 

able to explore many of the attendees individual 

issues. 

We are currently utilizing the expertise of our own 

JJC members, and we encourage you to          

volunteer and share your proficiency with our    

fellow congregants.  

What topics interest you? What subjects, where 

you are the expert, that you could share at a JJC 

Cares Series. We look forward to seeing you all 

at the next JJC Cares Series in 2020! 

Partners in Caring 

The Jericho Jewish Center, along with twenty  

other synagogues, is proud to be a part of the   

Partners in caring (PIC) program through the Sid 

Jacobson JCC in Roslyn.  This program offers an 

array of specialized services including support 

groups and counseling, as well as other social 

services provided by licensed social workers. 

The areas of specialization include: 

 Bereavement 

 Parenting 

 Marital / Family Concerns 

 Divorce / Separation 

 Caregiving 

 Geriatric Care 

 Cancer Wellmess 

 Employment / Career Transition 

 Legal 

 Financial 

 Substance Abuse 

There are also wonderful volunteer opportunities 

through the JCC as well as other informative   

programs available. 

If you are interested in social work services, 

please call the dedicated Partners in Caring     

telephone number at 516-484-1545, extension 

196.  For other programs, please contact the JCC 

at 516-484-1545.   
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“Women who want to make a difference  

belong in our Sisterhood!” 
 

Women who want to connect, learn, socialize, and have fun 
are welcome to join the Jericho Jewish Center Sisterhood! We 
began our new year with our Paid Up   Membership Dinner in 
October. We had a wonderful evening with entertainment by 
Shlomo Haviv who brought us a lively musical event with a  
variety of songs and dance music.  
 

Not only did our members dance throughout the evening, but a personal highlight was when 
my mother, Charlotte Golowner, danced with Shlomo. She was delighted to be there and it was great to see so 
many members participate!  
 

We also welcomed new members, Bea Silverstein and Leslie Hartman, and the return of many others who       
rejoined our Sisterhood! It was so nice to have many guests attend, including our BQLI Regional President,      
Anise Parnes.  
 

We had a lovely buffet dinner catered by Green Olive and Cathy Baumgarten picked up our wonderful desserts! 
We thank Roberta Ende, our program chair, who brought in many raffle prizes, with special help from Judy      
Solomon, and our raffle board was created with the help of Barbara Ehrenpreis.  

The Sisterhood annual Chanukah party was held on December 10th .  We had latkes and played Jewpardy!       
Anthony Kobets was our “Alex Trebeck” and did a super job, the evening was a fun success! 

We are happy to announce Lyn Buzen as our 2019-2020 Torah Fund Woman of Achievement!  

Sisterhood Calendar: 

 Mah Jongg Events/Game nights/Canasta/Bridge . Please contact Roberta Ende . 

 

    

 JJC   

From Sisterhood President 

Cindy Tannenbaum, President 
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We had a wonderful Paid Up Membership evening, terrific program and  introduction of the 2019-20 Torah 
Fund Woman of Achievement.  The title “Woman of Achievement” was coined by the Torah Fund arm of 
Women’s League for  Conservative Judaism and only refers to a particular woman annually recognized by 
their  respective Sisterhoods for their promotion of Torah Fund, while volunteering for the Sisterhood and   
synagogue in various capacities.  If you were unable to attend, this particular event, please try to participate in 
other programs.  We need you. 
 

This year’s JJC Sisterhood’s Torah Fund  WOA,  LYNETTE BUZEN, was so recognized for her involvement 
with Sisterhood.  Sometime in June 2020, BQLI will be hosting a gala dinner honoring the WOA’s of all the 
member Sisterhoods.  An  invitation will be forthcoming before the event. 

To become a Benefactor or pay your pledge, please send check in the amount of $180 payable TORAH 
FUND, to the JJC office, attention “Torah Fund.”  As a thank you, you will receive the  current, beautiful and 
meaningful Torah Fund pin and you may pick up greeting cards as needed.  Please note that individual Torah 
Fund cards are always available in our temple office.  $5.00 per card or 4 cards for $18.00. If you wish to 
have Torah Fund cards mailed for you, please call Ruth Cohen at 516-931-5916 and she will be happy to do 
so. 
 

The new 2019/2020  CHESED -  Thank You For  Being A Benefactor pin is in.  It is beautiful.  It can be picked 
up in the office.  The donation of $180, check payable to Torah Fund, will be tax deductible for this year, if 
paid before December 31. 

 

Chesed means “kindness” in Hebrew. The word can also be translated as “lovingkindness,” to convey the 
deep love that animates Jewish acts of kindness, done without thought of reward.  As you can see, the pin 
depicts a heart surrounded by three circles, one larger than the next. This symbolizes the heart of kindness, 
which Jews enact in ever-widening realms of generosity: from family, to community, to the larger world; from 
North America, to Israel, to the world; or from sisterhood, to region, to the larger world of Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism. And as it is said in Psalm 89, may we build a world of kindness.  
 

If you have never been a Benefactor, please consider becoming one.  Torah Fun will also benefit ,if you pur-
chase the very meaningful, beautiful greeting cards, which can also be picked up at the 
temple. The donation is $5.00 per card.  If you prefer, we will mail a card for you.  All 
you need to do is call Judy Cohen at 516-931-0742 
 

For more information, please e-mail or call the undersigned. 

Evelyn Rubin – 935-1377 – evandlenrubin@aol.com    

Judy Solomon – 938-7538 – juyds@aol.com 

Rena Klein – 681-0833 – renak64@gmail.com    

    

 JJC   

From Torah Fund 

Evelyn Rubin 

mailto:evandlenrubin@aol.com
mailto:juyds@aol.com
mailto:renak64@gmail.com
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TORAH FUND 

Please note that Torah Fund cards are always available in the temple office.   Non-benefactor 

donation is $5.00 per card or 4 cards for $18.00. If you wish to have Torah Fund cards mailed for you, 

please call Judy Cohen 516.931.0742 and she will be happy to do so.  All contributions to Torah Fund 

are always most welcome.            
 

Judy Cohen – dadmomsters@gmail.com 

Rabbi  

rabbimatt@jerichojc.org 

Matthew Abelson 

516-938-2540  ext. 114 

President 

president@jerichojc.org 

Jay Sherman 

347-403-1780 

Chairman of the Board     

 rosenalanj@gmail.com 

Dr. Alan Rosen 

516-822-0930 

Financial Secretary 

jjcfinancialsec@gmail.com 

Stephen Goldfarb 

516-435-5047 

Vice President | Fundraising  

satverbal@aol.com 

Phyllis Jencius 

516-353-8277 

Vice President | Programming 

mrhjeh@aol.com 

Leslie Hartman 

516-840-3497 

Vice President | Membership 

myben3@aol.com 

Anita Haut 

516-445-1111  

Treasurer 

ervinhfmn@hotmail.com 

Erv Hoffman 

516-965-1001 

Recording Secretary 
renak64@gmail.com 

Rena Klein 

516-659-4512 

Office & Religious School Administrator  

Elissa@jerichojc.org 

Elissa Greenstein 

516-938-2540 ext. 111 

Education Director 

akahane@jerichojc.org 

Amy Kahane 

516-938-2540 ext. 116 

Director of Jericho STEM Academy 

ilenem@jerichojc.org 

Ilene Morrin 

516-938-2540 ext. 129 

Nursery School Assistant  

mindyh.jjc@gmail.com 

Mindy Hymowitz 

516-938-2540 ext. 136 

Assistant to Rabbi | Office Manager  

Ahubalshvili!@Jerichojc.org 

Amanda Hubelashvili 

516-938-2540 ext. 110 

Caterer 

mark@kaycaterers.com 

Mark Hametz 

516-734-0418 

    

 JJC   
 

A Guide to  the  Jer icho Jewish Center  
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 Kol Nidre 

We would like to thank the following congregants for their generosity     

during this year’s Kol Nidre Appeal 

Bonnie & Fred Adlman 

Dotan  & Royce Akiva 

Ruth & Sheldon Amster 

Dennis Anzel 

Sandra Arnold 

Stephanie & Mitchell Barnett 

Bruce & Cathy  Baumgarten 

Florence Baumoel 

Diane Beer 

Susan & Jeffrey Berkman 

Susan & Bruce Berman 

William & Deborah Bildner 

Linda & Michael Blumenfeld 

Beth & Stuart Blumenstock 

Sharon  Botter 

David & Lynn Buzen 

Carolyn Carlin 

Helene & Richard Cepler 

Diane Charet 

Estelle & Arnold Cohen 

Judy & Micheal Cohen 

Ruth & Seymour Cohen 

Marilyn Cole 

Cheryl & Seth Dank 

Frances Dihnofer 

Bruce Dorman 

Elizabeth & Allan Durst 

Barbara & Barbara Ehrenpreis 

Jacqueline & Jeffrey Ehrlich 

David Eisenberg 

Joseph & Bess  Eliav 

Hoffman Ervin 

Avigail & Martin Feinstein 

Lucille & Lester  Fishman 

Vera & William Fridman 

Jamie Fridman 

Barbara & Ivan Fried  

Pearl Friend 

Morton Gelb 

Marcia & Howard Gendel 

Terry & David Ginzburg 

Joan Glickman 

Mindy &  Andrew Gluck 

Susan & Samuel Goldberg 

Rita & Martin Goldberg 

Gail & Stephen Goldfarb 

Lynn & Steven Gordonson 

Dawn & Roy Grabois 

Rhonda & Barry Green 

Linda & William Greenbaum 

Robert  Grubin 

Naomi & Ira Handell 

Daniel & Leslie  Hartman 

Anita Haut 

Joanne & Steve Herman  

Diane  Hershkowitz 

Lori &  David Hoch 

Barbara & Robert Hordos 

Sharon &  Franklin Hyman 

Phyllis Jencius Jencius 

Florence & Sheldon Kantor 

Susan & Jay Kaplan 

Sandy & Bill Kassimir 

Mimi &  Saul Katz 

Celeste & Richard Kaufman 

Barbara & Richard Kessler 

Irene Kirsch 

Donna & Sy Kirshenbaum 

Rena Klein 

Lida &  Dennis Klein 

Arlene &  Jerry Kleinstein 

Ms. Carol Konits Konits 

Barbara &  Daniel Krieger 

Charles Krieger 

Deborah & Arthur Kupperman 

Barbara &  David Levey 

Ellen & Harold Levine 

Wendy &  Russel Lowenfeld 

Edna Malekan 

Caren & Stephen Mann 

Judy & Martin Mehler 

Shari &  Jay Menachem 

Susan & Marc Mishan 

Aileen Novick 

Martha & Mark Perlson 

Dora & Edward Paltzik 

Martha & Mark Perlson 

Sharon & Marvin Price 

Sandy & Jacob Rad 

Judith Raff 

Muriel  Rapaport 

Linda & Alan Rosen 

Barbara & Andrew Rosenblum 

Bette & Lawrence Rosenthal 

Ann & Jay Rosner 

Evelyn Rubin 

Sherli & Sherli Saed 

Iris  &  Stanley Salomon 

Miriam  &  Steven Saunders 

Phyllis  &  Donald Schechter 

Beth & Gary Schniederman 

Phyllis  &  Howard Schultz 

Maurice Schwartz 

Elizabeth  & Steve Seiden 

Nancy  &  Jay Sherman 

Bernard Siilinsky  

Tobey Silberstein 

Bea Silverstein 

Linda  & Richard Simon 

Barbara & Dennis Smiler 

Judy Solomon 

Gloria & Jerome  Sperber 

Renee  &  Mal Tarkin 

Wendy & Philip Taubman 

Faina & Fred Weingarten 

Suzan & Gerald Weinstein 

Edie  & Steve Wishner 

Sylvia  & Arnold Wishner 

Arlene  &  Milton Wittels 

Jane Zimmerman 

Florence  &  Janet Zwerdling 
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   F r o m   T h e   J J C   O f f i c e 

 

Request for Work to be Done 

The office staff wants to help congregants        
as best they can but need some  

help from the  congregation. 
 

When making a request from the office, it 
would be very helpful if it could be made in 
writing (a note in the After Hours Box or email).   
 

Please include the following: 

 Who is spearheading the project and their 

cell number 

 What needs to be done, including     

spreadsheet tracking, room set-up or    

special  instructions.  

 Copies - number, back-to-back or single 

sided,  color of paper, set up request from 

maintenance staff including coffee/tea    

service  w/ snacks,  and   deadline.   
 

Your assistance in this endeavor will help 

the staff be more efficient. 

GOLDEN KETER TORAH  $3,600 

Bill & Vera Fridman 
Susan & Jay Kaplan 

Barbara & Dan Krieger 
Martha & Mark Perlson 

Kay & Herb Stein 

 
 SILVER KETER TORAH  $2,400 

Stephen & Joanne Herman 

KETER TORAH $1,800  

SHOMER $1,000 
TOMAICH JJC (builder) $500 

Keter means crown and is the ornament on top of our Torahs:  
our gift from God uniting us as a people 

 
The Keter Torah campaign began many years ago as a fundraiser and is still strong today. There 
are several contribution options available, and I welcome the opportunity to discuss them with you.   

The temple is only as strong as its members & we need your support. 
 

Please join me as a Keter Torah Contributor.  
 

Donors will be displayed in the Chronicle and we are  excited to fill the page!    

THE D IFFERENCE BETWEEN 

SUCCESS & FAILURE IS 

A  GREAT TEAM  

From the Editor:  The past six months have 

been quite a whirlwind, but we have persevered 

and are on a good path for 2020.  If there are any 

projects / concerns /   suggestions, please let us 

know so we can enhance your JJC   experience 

to a higher  level!    

Of course, we couldn’t have done this without 

help, and we want to recognize the  following 

for their assistance, patience, dedication,  

flexibility and proofreading contributions:  

Barbara Rosenblum, Martha Perlson, Richard 

Cepler, Stephen Goldfarb, Jay Sherman,  Diane 

Charet, Barbara Krieger, Avi Feinstein, Mark 

Wilkow , Marc Mishan, Phyllis Jencius and Leslie 

Hartman.   
 

 

"The strength of the team is each       

individual member.  

The strength of each member is the 

team." --  Phil Jackson  

https://www.inc.com/jeff-haden/10-scientifically-proven-ways-to-build-and-manage-great-teams-wed.html
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Jericho Jewish Center 
430 North Broadway 

Jericho, NY 11753 

Onions, & egss & grated   

potatoes OH MY!   
 

Our Religious School had a  

Latkeliscious time making Latkes from 

scratch, with the help of  

Irina, Dawn & Erica!!! 


