Formerly incarcerated individuals frequently face challenges long after they've served their time.
They often encounter hurdles in securing stable housing, leading to an increased risk of
homelessness. Addressing the connection between reentry and homelessness is vital for ensuring a
successful transition and reducing the likelihood of returning to the criminal justice system.
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THE CYLCE OF HOMELESSNESS AND
INCARCERATION

Lack of stable housing is
viewed as a risk factor and
reduces courts’
willingness to divert
people from jail or prison

Lack of stable housing
upon exit from jail
contributes to supervision
failure, increases risk of
recidivism
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THE FAIR CHANCE PROCESS

There are many barriers facing those trying to reenter the community, including:
market rate housing, stigma and resource challenges. 1,000+ state laws and
regulations impact housing access for people with criminal justice histories. Many
Housing Authorities also have problematic look-back periods.

The Fair Chance Ordinance ensures that formerly incarcerated citizens have a fair
opportunity to secure housing by regulating the use of criminal background checks.
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Landlord can't ask
about criminal
history

Landlord
determines
eligibilty and
provides additional
lease agreement

If application is
rejected due to
past criminal
history, landlord
must allow
applicant to
provide evidence
of rehabilitation

If the landlord
accepts the
evidence, the
tenant moves in

If the Fair Chance
Ordinance is
violated, landlord
can face
misdemeanor
charges

CRIO determines
whether ordinance
was violated

Applicant requests
application

Landlord reviews
application

Landlord reviews
criminal history

Evidence of
rehabilitation
provided

If landlord denies
application,
applicant has the
rigth to file a
complaint with City
of Detroit's Civil
Rights, Inclusion &

Oppoprtunity (CRIO)

Department

CRIO
investigates

Landlord receives
warning notice first
year if in violation
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