
Colchester is certified as a Community Wildlife Habitat through 
the National Wildlife Federation since 2010;  

the first community in CT with this certification 

Positive Shifts in How People Garden and Landscape 
Source: https://www.nwf.org/Native-Plant-Habitats/Impact/Sustainable-Gardening-Trends  

“For over 50 years, the National Wildlife Federation has been working hard to inspire 
people to improve how they maintain their own piece of the earth. The inspiration 
began in 1973, when USFWS scientists first proposed that the same habitat 
elements used in larger-scale wildlife restoration can be used in backyards and 
communities with significant results. Since then, this ecological approach to native 
plant landscaping is having a positive impact on biodiversity, people, and the climate. It 
all starts with a different approach than most people in the United States have been 
taught. 

Over five decades into this work, we’re excited to share that research shows a real 
shift in how people are gardening. Gardening, and in particularly these sustainable 
gardening activities, experienced significant growth in 2020-2022. The good news is 
that trends are staying above pre-pandemic findings. 

In 2023, a National Wildlife Federation commissioned study of U.S gardening 
consumers  found that: 

▪ 28 percent of U.S. adults (73.2 million) are purchasing plants that are beneficial for 
native bees, butterflies, and birds. More than 1 in 4 persons, up from 25% in 2019. 

▪ 17 percent of U.S. adults (44.5 million) are purchasing plants that are native to their 
region. Up from 14% in 2019. 

▪ 12 percent of U.S. adults (approximately 32.3 million) are converting parts of their 
lawn to a natural or wildflower landscape, subsequently reducing mowing (gas-
powered mowers which churn out carbon pollution). Up from 9% in 2019. 

In October of 2023, a seasonal survey conducted by NWF, found that: 

▪ 82 percent of people surveyed are open to leaving fallen leaves and leaf layers to 
benefit wildlife and biodiversity. 

As of 2024, over 300,000 habitats have become Certified Wildlife Habitats® with 
the National Wildlife Federation.” 

  

https://www.nwf.org/Native-Plant-Habitats/Impact/Sustainable-Gardening-Trends
https://gardenresearch.com/view/national-gardening-survey-2023-edition/
https://gardenresearch.com/view/national-gardening-survey-2023-edition/


Do you have what it takes to certify your property as a 
NWF Wildlife Habitat?  Review the checklist below and see…. 

 



 

  



 

Do you care about Wildlife locally to help Colchester remain 
certified as a Community Wildlife Habitat by certifying your 

own property through the National Wildlife Federation?  

Cost: $25 application fee 

Complete online application 
https://www.nwf.org/certifiedwildlifehabitat   

Components of a Wildlife Habitat:  
Food, Water, Cover, Place to Raise Young, and  

Sustainable Practices 

 

Benefits to NWF Wildlife Habitat Certification  

When you certify you will become a member of the National Wildlife 
Federation’s Garden for Wildlife™ community and receive the following 
benefits:  

• Personalized certificate  
• A one-year membership in the National Wildlife 

Federation and subscription to National Wildlife® 
magazine  

• 10% off the National Wildlife Federation catalog 
merchandise, including nesting boxes, feeders, 
birdbaths, and other items to enhance your wildlife 
garden  

• Subscription to monthly Garden for Wildlife e-newsletter 
with gardening tips, wildlife stories, and other resources  

• Exclusive option to purchase attractive garden signs 
designating your garden as a Certified Wildlife Habitat® 
with the National Wildlife Federation 

 

https://www.nwf.org/certifiedwildlifehabitat


For Parents: 

 

Are your children familiar with Fireflies? Learn more at:  
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-

Guide/Invertebrates/Fireflies 

 

 

Encourage your children to spend time outdoors in nature every day; 
the National Wildlife Federation's Green Hour has an abundance of 
activity suggestions. https://thegreenhour.org/       

  

 

Help children learn, play, grow through gardening. 

See activities at  https://kidsgardening.org/  

Visit Cohen Woodlands and Colchester’s StoryWalk 

Ruby and Elizabeth Cohen Woodlands is a 206 acre open space park with 
so much to offer to view and get close to nature and wildlife – two ponds, 
large fields, three hiking trails, picnic tables and pollinator demonstration 
gardens developed and maintained by members of the Colchester Garden 
Club with many native plants supporting pollinators through the seasons. 
For a map of the park and brochure about the pollinator garden: 
https://www.colchesterct.gov/parks-facilities/pages/ruby-and-elizabeth-
cohen-woodlands.           

To learn more about the ColchesterStory Walk, see brochure: 
https://www.colchesterct.gov/parks-facilities/files/storywalk-brochure  

https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Fireflies
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Fireflies
https://thegreenhour.org/
https://kidsgardening.org/
https://www.colchesterct.gov/parks-facilities/pages/ruby-and-elizabeth-cohen-woodlands
https://www.colchesterct.gov/parks-facilities/pages/ruby-and-elizabeth-cohen-woodlands
https://www.colchesterct.gov/parks-facilities/files/storywalk-brochure

