
 

Housing affordability is a critical element of the long-term sustainability of a community. It can be a 

catalyst for better jobs, talent retention, health, wellbeing, and quality of life for all residents. The 

State’s definition of affordable housing is housing that is available to families making no more than 80% 

of the area median income. The common definition of an affordable home is one where the resident 

spends no more than 30% of their income to pay the rent or mortgage.  

The Town of Colchester Planning and Zoning Department will begin working with a consultant to 

develop an Affordable Housing Plan over the next few months. Funded by a grant from the Connecticut 

Department of Housing, Town staff will work with SLR Consulting to facilitate the plan development 

process. Following SLR’s research of demographic data and housing trends, a community survey will be 

released, and a public engagement workshop will be held to share ideas, and to gather information that 

may influence the formulation of community goals and strategic objectives to increase access to diverse 

housing options that provide an affordable means to thrive in this community.  

A housing profile conducted by the Southeastern Connecticut Housing Alliance (SECHA) in 2020 

indicated that despite an area median household income of $92,855, “one in six households in 

Colchester qualifies as “low-income” and pays more that 30% of their income towards housing.” 

Meanwhile, exaggerated by the pandemic, housing costs have been rising faster than incomes, leaving 

more individuals and families paying far greater than 30% of their income on housing. 

Recognizing that there is no “one size fits all” approach, the Affordable Housing Plan development 

process is an opportunity to identify ways to increase the number of affordable housing units in a 

manner that supports the community’s needs and aligns with community values. More information 

about the opportunities to participate in the plan development process will be forthcoming via the Town 

website, First Selectman’s Facebook page, the local paper and more. 


