

**Please note: this template is intended as a guide only. 	 
Letter of support must be written in the official letterhead for your Nation/organization.

[Insert Name of First Nation/organization]
[Insert Address]
[Date]
Dear Review Committee,
I am writing on behalf of [First Nation/organization name] to confirm that [applicant organization name] is authorized to apply for 2025-26 Indigenous-led Natural Climate Solutions (ILNCS) funding on behalf of [First Nation/organization name]. If successful, [applicant organization name] is authorized to undertake funded activities on the traditional territories of [First Nation name].
[bookmark: _Hlk174975820]If applying on behalf of an organization, please include a paragraph to explain the following:
· Brief description of the organization and its governance structure,
· Identify who the organization represents (bands) and/or the connection to the First Nation community(-ies),
· Explain the mission or purpose of the organization and how this aligns with the goals of ILNCS funding,  
· Explain how the organization exists as a legal entity with decision-making authority relevant to its owner/member First Nations.  
· Please note: Letters of support submitted by organizations that include multiple First Nations must explain how the organization is authorized to represent and speak on behalf of its member/owner Nations. Additional signatures demonstrating the support from the Chiefs of each member/owner Nation may also be included.
[First Nation name] asserts and exercises inherent rights, title, and stewardship for the lands, waters, plants, and animals within our traditional territories.
[Paragraph 1: Explain how the main objectives and activities of the proposal align with the values/priorities/needs of your Nation/organization. 
· E.g. You may wish to identify existing policies, strategic plans, Traditional Knowledge principles, goals, etc. that the initiative will help to advance or uphold.
· You may also identify any policies, plans, strategies, etc. that you will develop as a result of the initiative.]
[Paragraph 2: Identify the expected results of the initiative and explain how they are important to your Nation/organization. 
· E.g. Identify how activities will mitigate the impacts of climate change, fill gaps in existing knowledge and capacity, address current ecosystem threats (i.e. wildfires, drought, erosion, etc.), protect culturally important biodiversity or species at risk, etc.]
[Paragraph 3: Explain how the initiative supports leadership’s planning, decision-making and/or governance.
· E.g. Describe how the data, knowledge, skills, partnerships, etc. gained through the initiative will be used by leadership to support informed decision-making and planning on behalf of the Nation/organization and reinforce Indigenous self-determination.]
[Paragraph 4: OPTIONAL. Include any additional comments or information about the initiative that you would like reviewers to consider.]
If successful in their application, the funding will be administered by [applicant organization name or First Nation name].
Sincerely,
[Signature of Chief or Authorized Signatory]
[Name of Chief or Authorized Signatory (please include their Title)]
[bookmark: _Hlk174622054]**Additional Guidance: Authorized signatories are individuals who are in a position of leadership within your Nation/organization OR have clear delegated authority from leadership to speak on behalf of the Nation/organization and/or make decisions related to lands and resources within the Nation/organization (e.g. Councillor, Chief Executive Officer [CEO], Band Manager, Director – Environment, Operations Manager, etc.). 
· If the letter of support is signed by someone whose leadership/authority is unclear, your letter of support may not be considered. 
· Examples of individuals who may lack sufficient signing authority include Policy Analyst, Field Worker, Land Technician, etc.
· The person submitting the letter of support may not be the same person identified as Primary or Secondary Contact within the Proposal Form. 
· Please contact the Indigenous Guardians Secretariat if you have questions about the letter of support or signing authority: gardiensautochtones-indigenousguardians@ec.gc.ca 



