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We have exciting announcements about progress on both our current SSIP and our planning for the new SSIP that’s due to OSEP by February 1, 2022.

Current SSIP
· Drum roll, please … we have signed a contract with a vendor for our new statewide early intervention data system!!! We will be working with Strategic Solutions Group (SSG).  They have developed the early intervention data system for Massachusetts and bring a very modern-looking and adaptable product to the table.  Our Project Manager from SSG is the parent of an early intervention graduate.  We are extremely excited to begin our work with SSG and will be able to provide more information about timelines and stakeholder engagement after an initial meeting or two with them.

Planning for the New SSIP
· Based on input gathered through two Zoom sessions with families, three Zoom sessions with local system managers and practitioners and the June Virginia Interagency Coordinating Council (VICC) meeting, we have determined that the focus area for our next SSIP will be improving infants’ and toddlers’ positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships).  Our specific state-identified measurable result (SiMR) will be increasing the percentage of infants and toddlers who substantially increase their rate of growth in the area of positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships) by the time they exit early intervention.  All stakeholder groups noted the importance of positive social-emotional skills as a foundation for growth in all other areas of development and as an area especially impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. A summary of stakeholder input on the SiMR is posted in the SSIP section of our website, https://eivirginia.squarespace.com/ssip. 
· Our next step will be identifying the broad improvement strategies, including the evidence-based practices and infrastructure improvements, we need to implement in order to positively impact our focus area (SiMR).  Stay tuned for information about how you can participate in those discussions.  

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Kyla Patterson at k.patterson@dbhds.virginia.gov.   
