DBVI Education Services 2021 Tactile Quilt Project


The Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI) through the Education Services program provides services to approximately 2,400 infants and children in the Commonwealth who are blind, vision impaired and deafblind and who may have additional disabilities.   Our Education Coordinators provide services in a variety of creative ways and one of them is the Tactile Quilt imitative. 

The Tactile Quilts are approximately 36 inches square and have nine 12 x 12 inch textured squares with bright colors, raised shapes, and pockets in order to encourage tactile exploration, movement, and visual scanning. Each Tactile Quilt is handmade and is unique. The reverse side is solid black or navy for the presentation of high contrast objects or toys to promote the development of exploration. The Tactile Quilts are machine washable and free of any embellishments that infants or toddlers can pull off and swallow or get caught in. The Tactile Quilt provides a creative way to engage with the family and the DBVI Education Coordinator and other Early Intervention professionals can “coach” the family on how to use the Tactile Quilt with their infant or toddler in the home environment to encourage engagement and exploration. The Tactile Quilt can also be used by Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists, and other professionals in their work with the children.
For additional information on this unique project please contact:
Caren Phipps – DBVI Director of Services for Children and Youth 
caren.phipps@dbvi.virginia.gov
804-371-3194
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