
What are—and what’s up with—“determinations”? 
 
Passengers rate airlines, diners rate restaurants, shoppers rate customer service, educators 
rate students…. Let’s face it: Every single thing in our lives is likely being evaluated, measured, 
scored and reported to someone, somewhere. Everything gets a grade—so it should come as 
no surprise that early intervention systems receive grades, too! 
 
At the federal level, each year the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Special Education 
and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) releases State determinations on implementation of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for Part B and Part C. Virginia gets a grade, 
Oklahoma gets a grade…even American Samoa gets a grade. Grades for everybody! 
 
Unlike a student’s grades (e.g., A+, C-, P/F) or a restaurant’s grades (e.g., $$$, êêê), each 
state annually receives one of four potential grades: 
 

• Meets the requirements and purposes of IDEA; 
• Needs assistance in implementing the requirements of IDEA; 
• Needs intervention in implementing the requirements of IDEA; or 
• Needs substantial intervention in implementing the requirements of IDEA. 

 
How does OSERS determine each state’s grade? Glad you asked! A state’s grade—or 
determination—is the result of a state’s reported progress on meeting specific indicators that 
measure child and family results, as well as other indicators that measure compliance with the 
requirements of the IDEA. Numbers are crunched, percentages are calculated and voila!—a 
determination is made.  
 
There’s just a bit more to this story, though…. Virginia’s grade (i.e., determination) is the 
combined result of each local early intervention system’s (LEIS) individual progress in meeting 
specific indicators and requirements—which means that Happy Harbor, Sunny Shores and 
Rapid River each receive their own determination. Hooray—more grades! 
 
Unsurprisingly, all this number crunching and calculating percentages takes time—but 
Virginia’s Part C Lead Agency has in recent years typically been able to report determinations 
to localities within just 2-3 months of June 30 (a.k.a. state fiscal year end). 2020 has been far 
from typical, though. Due to COVID-19 this year’s family survey was delayed; local results of 
the family survey are included on each locality’s determination and, yes, in the state’s compiled 
results as reported to OSERS. As a result, localities can expect to receive their determinations 
for FFY19/SFY20 a little later than usual—by the end of December if all goes according to plan. 
(But does it ever?!) 
 
Curious to know how your local system(s) have done in recent years?  Visit the Public 
Reporting section of the Infant & Toddler Connection of Virginia’s website. To learn more about 
OSERS and the process of issuing state determinations, click here. 


