
USING ITOTS TO TARGET PUBLIC AWARENESS ACTIVITIES 

 

Child Find is a process of identifying, locating, and evaluating, as early as possible, all infants and toddlers with 

disabilities, birth to age three, who may require early intervention services. 

Public Awareness is a required component and involves targeted outreach to primary referral sources including hospitals, 

prenatal and postnatal care facilities, physicians, parents, child care programs and early learning programs, LEAs and 

schools, public health facilities, social service agencies, clinics, health care providers, public agencies, staff in the child 

welfare system including child protective services and foster care, homeless family shelters and domestic violence shelters 

and agencies. That’s a lot of referral sources! 

How is your program doing with networking and receiving referrals from these community partners? ITOTs can help you 

analyze your data using the adhoc report! Here is a screen shot of the report. 

 

The adhoc report also provides additional valuable information for your Public Awareness activities. Have you heard 

about disproportionate representation by race and ethnicity? Disproportionality refers to the overrepresentation or 

underrepresentation of a particular demographic group in a special education program relative to the number in the overall 

population. The importance of representation in Child Find/Child Count it isn’t just about meeting the birth to one and 

birth to three state targets but also knowing the demographics of your community and reaching all populations. 

The Juvenile Justice website can be used to get a snapshot of your county or city’s demographic make-up. 

 

 

https://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezapop/asp/profile_selection.asp


And while ITOTs doesn’t separate race/ethnicity data at this time, comparing the data you do have with Juvenile Justice 

data can help you in your Child Find and Public Awareness efforts.  Comparing the numbers of children from different 

races and ethnicity in the Juvenile Justice data with the numbers of these children in your system can help you determine 

if you are reaching all potentially eligible children in your area.  Knowing which populations are under-represented can 

help you target your Child Find and Public Awareness activities.   


