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The Center for Family Involvement (CFI) at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) has supported families of children who are deaf/hard of hearing or deafblind (DHH/DB) for more than 13 years. CFI and ITCVA are seeking to strengthen the support families receive when they first learn their child is DHH/DB by connecting the 1-3-6 Family Educators directly to families and their LEIS.  

CFI’s 1-3-6 Family Educators are family members, typically mothers, of children who are DHH/DB.  They have lived experiences navigating language choices and acquisition, and the Part C and B worlds.  They are knowledgeable regional resources for Part C families and providers.  The 1-3-6 Family Educator title was coined to highlight the critical language development timeframe in a child’s life.  It is important for a hearing screening to occur no later than 1 month of age; diagnosis no later than 3 months of age; and entry into early intervention no later than 6 months old. 
1-3-6 Educators provide unbiased parent to parent support at a time when parents are making decisions that are right for their own child and family.  Parents are faced with new challenges when they first learn their child has a hearing loss.  What communication and language methods will their child use (ASL, Cued Speech, Listening & Spoken Language Approach, and Total Communication)?  Will their child wear a device(s) to aid their hearing loss (hearing aid(s), bone-anchored-hearing-aid(s), and or cochlear implant(s))?
 
1-3-6 Family Educators also partner with the EHDI program to educate hospital newborn hearing screeners, audiologists, and early interventionists.  Connecting with 1-3-6 Educators can provide seamless support to families from birth, throughout early intervention and beyond.

Families can be referred to the Center for Family Involvement website or directly to Irene Schmalz: ischmalz@vcu.edu  (877) 567-1122.  Providers are encouraged to reach out to learn about the resources and connect to a 1-3-6 Family Educators, as well. 




