
EVNoire   &    Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition

2022 Federal Priorities for Advancing Racial

Equity in Energy, Environment & Transportation



Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition (GWRCCC), focused on the Washington, D.C.
metro area, one of nearly 80 coalitions in the U.S. that fosters economic, environmental, and energy
security by working locally to advance affordable, domestic transportation fuels, energy efficient
mobility systems, and other fuel-saving technologies and practices. Find out more at
https://gwrccc.org.

EVNoire is an award-winning consultancy, whose work centers on electric, connected, shared and
autonomous vehicles. Implementing 360 approaches to e-mobility best practices and e-mobility diversity,
equity and inclusion. EVNoire works to advance equitable, multimodal e-mobility solutions within electric,
connected, shared and autonomous vehicle technologies. We utilize our expertise, a human-centric
approach and data-driven frameworks to integrate and amplify e-mobility best practices and e-mobility
diversity, equity and inclusion in the transportation sector. EVNoire works with partners ranging from auto
manufacturers, transit authorities, utilities, and cities/government agencies, to charging network companies,
non- profits, community-based organizations, and rideshare and delivery network companies.

EVHybridNoire (501c3) is the nation’s largest network of diverse
electric vehicle (EV) drivers and enthusiasts, working to advance
EVs and multimodal e-mobility solutions across the U.S. and
ensuring those solutions are inclusive and equitable.
EVHybridNoire recently crafted its Public Policy Toolkit intended for
diverse policymakers which can be found at
https://evhybridnoire.com/publicpolicytoolkit.

EVHybridNoire 2022 Policy  Packet Medium / Heavy Duty
Transportation and Public Health – attached to this email

https://gwrccc.org
https://evhybridnoire.com/publicpolicytoolkit


The 2022 Federal Racial Equity Priorities includes the following eight key points:

1. Funding for targeted EV Education / Community Outreach & Marketing to Increase EV Adoption in
BIPOC/Underrepresented Communities who are often impacted first and worst from transportation emissions.

2. Funding to increase Diverse Businesses in the E-Mobility Sector with research funding to explore the
opportunities across sectors and the supply chain.

3. Targeted funding for technical assistance and grants for the support of E-Mobility Workforce & Economic
Inclusion / E-Mobility HBCU / HSI Fellowship Programs.

4. Funding for Research, Data Collection, Monitoring & Evaluation of Multimodal Electrification (e.g.
understanding the Public Health Impacts / Solutions specific to underrepresented and frontline communities) 

5. Convening of E-Mobility Equity Policy Forums / Listening Sessions / Followed by Report (Outlining Action
Items).

6. Request meeting/s with this group at a regular cadence with White House to foster an ongoing
communications loop and ensure that initiatives are progressing - Potential working group

7. Connect with White House for a multimodal EV event during National Drive Electric Week in September
2022.  EVHybridNoire is one of the four international organizers of this annual event.

8. Create provisions for diverse vendors, contractors, consultants and e-mobility businesses to make it easier to
do business and receive federal / state certifications, contracts, and other business opportunities. Prompt
payment, pre-bid meetings, and set-aside projects are a just a few suggestions to enhance opportunities for
diverse businesses.

For further questions please contact Antoine M. Thompson, Executive Director of GWRCCC at 202-671-1580 or
Terry Travis 216.470.0808 or Dr. Shelley Francis 919.824.3781, Co-founders & Managing Partners of EVNoire.



Overview

EVNoire and the Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition are collaborating on a National Racial Equity

in Energy, Environment and Transportation Initiative to combat the health, social, economic and environmental

disparities that persists throughout the United States. The initiative is a programmatic, regulatory and

legislative effort that will continue to grow over the next 10 years. The elements of this effort must align with

federal programs and programs that advance racial equity and prevent practices and policies that effect

historically underserved communities disproportionately and adversely.

● Access to Education and Information

Issue: Underserved, diverse and rural communities have been largely overlooked for the clean energy and

transportation transition. Whether it’s the transition to electric vehicles or the installation of solar in homes or

commercial properties owned by persons of color, persons living in historically underserved communities

continues received very limited to no information on programs and initiatives related to clean energy and

transportation. This gap is also prevalent in disparities in funding to environmental justice or clean energy and

transportation organizations founded and/or led by persons of color. The access to information and knowledge

gaps fosters inequality and inequity for residents, community organizations, businesses and faith-based

organizations serving underserved communities.

Recommendation: Collaborate with EVNoire and GWRCCC to launch a National Equity Listening Tour and

develop a report detailing findings and opportunities. This should be coupled with a national marketing

campaign to promote clean energy and transportation in historically underserved communities. These efforts

must include trusted advisors and stakeholders and not just a basic digital and television general market ad

campaign led by a mainstream media advertising and/or public relations firm.

● Access to Capital and Funding

Issue: Funding and Lending Disparities -- We need massive federal investments in grants, lending and funding
to organizations, business and institutions serving underserved communities. Historically and currently, it is
difficult for emerging and growing minority and women owned business to access funding for clean energy and
transportation projects, initiatives, and research. The lending programs funded or supported by federal
agencies for innovations in research and new technologies in clean energy and transportation have largely



leapfrogged over business and organizations of color and women.

Recommendation: Designating targeted funds and pools of funding for business and organizations for minority

and women businesses, and community organizations that have historically provided clean energy and

transportation services to underserved communities as similarly done with the Paycheck Protection Program

for minority deposit institutions, credit unions and credit unions.

● Access to Technical Assistance and Capacity Building

Issue: Currently minority and women owned businesses, and organizations located in and providing clean

energy and transportation services to underserved communities need technical assistance to grow their

operating capacity.

Recommendation: Provide funding to help minority and women-owned businesses, and community

organizations grow their programmatic and administrative capacity. This will also help organizations and

institutions apply for competitive grants, and other funding and business opportunities. These efforts must go

beyond workshops and webinars and information tables at conferences.



Dr. Shelley Francis, Co-founder & Managing Partner
Dr. Shelley Francis is a former Medical School Professor who has published
quite a bit of work on the impacts of transportation emissions and social
determinants of health, named Top Global Women in EVs, First African
American Woman to serve as National Board Director of the Electric Auto
Association (currently serving in this capacity), E-Mobility Professional
working on electric, connected, shared, and autonomous vehicles.
Co-creator of Equity framework used to examine and craft equitable
e-mobility solutions and inform decarbonization efforts. Founder of the
nation’s largest network of diverse EV drivers and international organizers
of National Drive Electric Week, Drive Electric Earth Day and founding
member of Global EV Alliance (500K in 60 countries)

Terry Travis, Co-founder & Managing Partner
Appointed by Gov Newsom to State Board to Expand EV Adoption, EV/AV
SME, National E-Mobility Speaker. E-Mobility Professional working on
electric, connected, shared, and autonomous vehicles. Leading national
efforts around infrastructure deployment currently working the 25
largest cities across the country, auto manufacturers, charging
network companies, utilities and more. Founder of the nation’s largest
network of diverse EV drivers and international organizers of National Drive
Electric Week, Drive Electric Earth Day and founding member of Global EV
Alliance (500K in 60 countries)

Paul Francis, KIGT –
Founder and President of KIGT and AA Electric Vehicle Supply   Equipment
manufacturer – Riverside, CA

Evette Ellis, ChargerHelp – Founder of AA Woman-owned EV
Charging maintenance and repair company - Compton, CA

Josh Avis, Spark Charge – Founder and CEO of AA owned portable DC
fast charging company - Boston, MA



Antoine M. Thompson, Executive Director, GWRCC

Antoine M. Thompson is a nationally recognized leader for environmental
justice, green business, housing, diversity and urban policy. He had a
significant public service career in his hometown of Buffalo, New York. His
positions have included election to Buffalo Common Council. He was
elected to the New York State Senate in 2006 and 2008 and served as the
Senate Deputy Majority Whip and the first African-American to Chair the
NY Senate Standing Committee on Environmental Conservation. He was
the key architect of the Green Jobs/Green New York law. (Maryland)

Kimberly Harden, Association Manager for GWRCCC

Kimberly Harden is the Managing Member of K. Harden & Associates, LLC
a Maryland-based event planning and association management company.
Her company works with small businesses, non-profit organizations,
corporations and trade associations.  (Maryland)

Jill Hamilton, President, Sustainable Energy Strategies

Jill Hamilton is Founder and President of Sustainable Energy Strategies,
Inc. (SESI). She has more than 25 years of consulting experience in the
alternative transportation fuels industry. Over the past 20 years, Jill and
her team have raised hundreds of millions of dollars for the biofuels
industry. Board chair of GWRCCC. (Virginia)

Korey Neal, President, CEO

Korey Neal is the proud owner of K. Neal Truck and Bus Center
(knealtbc.com), a full-service commercial dealership servicing the greater
Washington, DC Metropolitan area in four locations. K. Neal Truck and
Bus Center is ranked #35 in the top 100 largest minority-owned
businesses in the nation by Black Enterprise (2019) and continues to
support the trucks, buses and people who move the world. (Maryland)

Luis MacDonald, President, AutoFlex Fleet, Inc.

Luis D. MacDonald is President of AutoFlex Fleet, Inc. a GSA Schedule
Federal Fleet contract holder for 25+ years.  AutoFlex Fleet was
incorporated in 1987 and is a Maryland DOT certified Minority and
service-disabled Veteran owned small business. (Maryland)

http://knealtbc.com/


Sheryl Ponds-President, Daitech Corp

Sheryl believes she is destined to build the fueling infrastructure for EV’s.
This STEM grad and MBA has enjoyed careers in manufacturing, banking,
economic development, and commercial real estate. A future without RA,
energizes her to champion equitable access to EV charging networks.
(Washington, DC)

R. Denise Everson, LEED AP®, NCARB, Assoc. AIA, Thinkbxx

R. Denise Everson directs human capital programs at ThinkBox where she
leads the Sustainable Communities Project® as the Leader of Making and
Keeping Friends. Denise uplifts under-resourced communities to further
entrepreneurship, amplify STEAM education, create realistic jobs, and
promote wellness.



.

Hybrids, Electric Vehicles, And The
Black Community
Marshall Shepherd
Senior Contributor
Forbes Magazine
Feb 1, 2020

February is Black History Month. It offers an opportunity to highlight aspects of the black community that
might otherwise go unnoticed. I love such months because it allows people to highlight their cultures and
provide different narratives than what has been omitted or presented historically. As someone that typically
writes about weather, climate, and science topics, this month felt appropriate to highlight a movement within
the black community that is very much tied to the climate issue: Electric vehicles (EV), hybrids, and the black
community. I spoke with E-Mobility Consultant and Co-Founder of EVHybridNoire Terry Travis about why his
advocacy of EV and hybrids in this community is so important.

I have driven a hybrid vehicle for over a year now. I switched from a German-engineered vehicle with three
letters to a Ford Fusion Titanium Hybrid. I love it. It is a great drive, significantly reduces my fuel and CO2
budget, and has a really awesome 10-speaker Sony sound system, which was admittedly a big selling point for
me. For reference, the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) defines the vehicles in this way:

....hybrid-electric vehicles (HEV), plug-in hybrid-electric vehicles (PHEV), and electric vehicles (EV). Plug-in
hybrid electric vehicles include plug-in hybrid and extended range EVs but do not include neighborhood
electric vehicles, low speed electric vehicles, or two-wheeled electric vehicles. A hybrid electric vehicle is a
vehicle powered by a combination of battery-electric motor(s) and an internal combustion engine. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/travisevnoire/
https://www.bts.gov/content/gasoline-hybrid-and-electric-vehicle-sales


For Frontline and rural communities, we much electrify transportation
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/572937-to-protect-frontline-and-rural-com
munities-we-must/?rl=1

Forbes Magazine Article: Electric Vehicles and The Black Community 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2020/02/01/hybrids-electric-vehicles-and-the-black-co
mmunity/#74d495283bf5

Addressing EV Adoption in Diverse Communities 
https://insideevs.com/features/363714/addressing-ev-adoption-diverse-communities/

Electric Cars, Frontline Communities, Air Pollution, and COVID-19 Mortality Rates
https://www.racialhealthequity.org/blog/2020/5/7/electric-cars-frontline-communities-air-pollution-covid
-19-mortality?fbclid=IwAR2StFBkAUmGoq83Iq_GbuWasWGDY4jBT9qFKUIjB8OpUOTV9qIPQbQc7
bU

https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/572937-to-protect-frontline-and-rural-communities-we-must/?rl=1
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/energy-environment/572937-to-protect-frontline-and-rural-communities-we-must/?rl=1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2020/02/01/hybrids-electric-vehicles-and-the-black-community/#74d495283bf5
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2020/02/01/hybrids-electric-vehicles-and-the-black-community/#74d495283bf5
https://insideevs.com/features/363714/addressing-ev-adoption-diverse-communities/
https://www.racialhealthequity.org/blog/2020/5/7/electric-cars-frontline-communities-air-pollution-covid-19-mortality?fbclid=IwAR2StFBkAUmGoq83Iq_GbuWasWGDY4jBT9qFKUIjB8OpUOTV9qIPQbQc7bU
https://www.racialhealthequity.org/blog/2020/5/7/electric-cars-frontline-communities-air-pollution-covid-19-mortality?fbclid=IwAR2StFBkAUmGoq83Iq_GbuWasWGDY4jBT9qFKUIjB8OpUOTV9qIPQbQc7bU
https://www.racialhealthequity.org/blog/2020/5/7/electric-cars-frontline-communities-air-pollution-covid-19-mortality?fbclid=IwAR2StFBkAUmGoq83Iq_GbuWasWGDY4jBT9qFKUIjB8OpUOTV9qIPQbQc7bU


EVHybridNoire, Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition, Lime, NYSERDA, Headline
Electric Vehicle Panel At NY State Diverse Legislators’ Conference
04/07/2022 by Harlem World Magazine 

The Greater Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition (GWRCCC), Lime, NYSERDA,
Assemblywoman Latrice Walker, and New York City Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers will join
EVHybridNoire.
EVHybridNoire is the nation’s largest network of diverse electric vehicle (EV), drivers and enthusiasts,
in headlining an electric vehicle panel later this week at the 51st New York State Association of Black,
Puerto Rican, Hispanic & Asian Legislators (NYSABPRHAL) Conference.

The panel will increase awareness among diverse legislators and stakeholders about opportunities to
advance equitable multimodal electrification.

The annual conference focuses on engaging New York state legislators and constituents of color in a
dialogue about issues and policies that have an impact on their daily lives and their communities.

EVHybridNoire, GWRCCC, Lime and NYSERDA, will be featured on the April 8, 2022, panel entitled,
“EV Equity: How Cities and New York State Can Utilize Incoming Federal Funding to Equitably
Advance Electric Vehicles.”

The event will kick off with remarks from New York State Assemblywoman and NYSABPRHAL chair
Latrice Walker.

New York City Council Member Selvena Brooks-Powers will be joined by Antoine Thompson, former
New York state senator and executive director of the Greater Washington Region Clean Cities
Coalition (GWRCCC); Adam Ruder, assistant director of clean transportation at the New York State
Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA); Nickey Yearwood, senior manager
government relations for Lime and Dr. Shelley Francis, co-founder and executive director of
EVHybridNoire.
“Addressing opportunities to deploy more EVs and other e-mobility options is critical for all
communities, but especially for New York’s communities of color that have faced decades of
disproportionately negative health impacts from air-polluting tailpipe emissions,” said Dr. Francis, who

https://www.harlemworldmagazine.com/evhybridnoire-greater-washington-region-clean-cities-coalition-lime-nyserda-headline-electric-vehicle-panel-at-ny-state-diverse-legislators-conference/
https://harlemworldmagazine.com/
https://www.harlemworldmagazine.com/?s=New+York+City
https://www.harlemworldmagazine.com/?s=New+York+City


is also an Electric Vehicle Association national board member and former medical school professor.
She continued, “As federal funding streams into cities and states for e-mobility investments,
policymakers and planners will be faced with choices about what to prioritize and how to implement
equitable investment and programs supporting transit, rideshare, EVs and other e-mobility options, and this
panel will discuss best practices and provide guidance to empower state legislators and diverse communities.”

“It is imperative that local and state governments help remove real and perceived barriers to EVs for
underserved communities. We should not make the same mistakes from the implementation of and access to
broadband in NYS and across the country,” stated Antoine M. Thompson, Executive Director of Greater
Washington Region Clean Cities Coalition and former New York State Senator.

Former N.Y. State Senator Leads D.C. Clean Energy Group - The Washington Informer

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-greater-washington-regional-clean-cities-coalition-nearly-660000-die
sel

https://laincubator.org/congresswoman-barragan-introduces-first-of-its-kind-bill-to-establish-electric-vehicle-c
ar-sharing-program-for-public-housing/

https://www.washingtoninformer.com/former-n-y-state-senator-leads-d-c-clean-energy-group/


EV Noire
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