


Trinity United Church of Christ 
Deerfield, Illinois 

2nd Sunday of Easter            March 12, 2026                                         
 

A wholeheartedly inclusive Christian community 
called by a challenging and progressive faith 

to live lives of love and justice  

 
Virtual Worship 

To Dial In by Phone Only 1 (312) 626-6799 - MTG ID  874 9506 6741 

Zoom Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87495066741?pwd=NjdvYnNycy80SWpldVJQZmQ4UDd0QT09 

Participant ID (Not required. None provided) “Otherwise just press #” 

Meeting Password:  760760 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES                                          UNPACKING EASTER                                        

       

With Music 

Hallelujah! What a Savior!                                                        Philip P. Bliss 

                                                                                              Arr Lloyd Larson 

 

With Meditation    

 

“Jesus, ignoring the locked doors, appears among them, right into the midst 

of their terror, offering them peace. He graciously lets them see his wounds. 

And then he breathes on them the gift of the Spirit. It's quite the entrance.” 

Fran Pratt 

                                                                                                 

*Please stand in body or spirit 

 



INVOKING THE SPIRIT  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                            Rev. Dale Susan Edmonds 

 

CENTERING PRAYER                                                                                                  

A Litany of Transformation                                               (adapted) Fran Pratt                                                                      

God, we are caught up in fears 

Of things known and unknown 

As the disciples huddled in a house, fearful after Christ’s death 

So we tend to lock our doors. 

 

We forget that when we lock our doors, nothing can enter 

Neither the bad nor the good. 

But Perfect Love doesn’t need a door - 

Christ has appeared among us, even so! 

 

Into our darkest, most fearful places 

Jesus has walked right in! 

Into our most doubtful moments 

Jesus has spoken Peace.  

We saw in his wounds, the evidence of death and pain upon him, 

Our worst fears realized in his flesh. 

What we learned is that our worst fears are not the end: 

       Life has overcome death; 

       Joy has overcome pain; 

       Love has overcome fear.  

The one who went before us, straight into the heart of darkness -- 

The Risen Christ has overcome the world.  

 

Breathe upon us, Lord Christ: 

 



The breath of hope and peace, 

The breath of Perfect Love, 

The breath of the Spirit of God.   

   

*HYMN                           Yours Is the Glory #253                          (see insert)    

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS                                                              
We share “happenings” in the community, and lift up concerns for prayer.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD FOR OUR LIVES                     

                                                  

Reading from the Hebrew Scripture                                     Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Reading from the Gospel                                                            John 20:19-31 
       

Sermon                                    The Gift of Doubt                       Rev. Edmonds 

   

 

CALL TO PRAYER                  

                                  These Things Did Thomas Count #254          (see insert)                                      

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                         

The Prayer of Thomas                             (adapted)  Stephen Garnaas-Holmes 

Beloved, 

I reach out for you. 



I want to touch you, 

to know your living presence. 

 

I want to feel the flesh of your grace, 

that the nails I helped pound have not held you, 

that still you love, that you forgive and bless.                                                                

 

I want to touch your wounds, 

your willingness to share our suffering, 

your brokenness for the evils of the world 

because you love us so deeply. 

 

Give me the courage to see you 

in the wounded of this world, 

to see the wounds I have caused, 

the evil I have cooperated with, 

the ways I have abandoned you, 

and to know your forgiveness. 

 

I want to know  

that out of your wounds flows love. 

 

Beloved, every moment, 

even when I am forgetting, 

I am reaching for you. 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION                                                                                                   
(an offering plate is available by the door in the Narthex or you may mail your gift)    

 

My Faith Looks Up To Thee                                            Lowell Mason, 1832                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                              Arr Lloyd Larson 

 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord's Prayer (using “debts” and “debtors”) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
                                                                                                 
*HYMN                 We Live by Faith & Not by Sight #256             (see insert)      

                                                                                            

*BENEDICTION   

 

POSTLUDE      

Amazing Love                                                                               Billy J Foote 

                                                                                            Arr Larry Shackley                                    

                                                                                                

 
 

WELCOME… 

 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship with Trinity today! If you’re new, 

please introduce yourself, we’d love to get acquainted. If you have any 

questions, don’t hesitate to ask Pastor Dale! 

 
 

FLOWERS  

 

Today’s flowers are given by The Holtz Family in honor of  

Lucy’s 18th Birthday 

 
 

 

 



TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Dale Susan Edmonds, M.Div.                                                                 847-722-6756 

PastorDale@trinitydeerfield.org 

Minister of Music 

Rev. Dr. Pamela J. Keckler 

 

Office Manager 

Heather Hughes 

 

 

Lay Officers 

Council President                                                                                             Steve Jahraus 

Treasurer                                                                                                         Scott Peterson 

Financial Secretary                                                                                            Dixie Inman 

Church Email                                                                                          tuccdf@gmail.com 

Church Office Telephone                                                                                847-945-5050 

Church Office Hours                                                                                    Tue.–Wed. 9-12 

Church Website                                                                                       trinitydeerfield.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 





Prayer Concerns 

Paula Blanchard, cousin of Jean Harris, who has had a recurrence of brain cancer 

Walter Eduardo Jimenez and all those now living in fear... 

Joyce Black, friend of Marge Magnani 

David Bunce and Steve Schoonmaker, two friends of Lucy Dorenfeld who are both 

     struggling with cancer 

The Family of Adrianne Mazura, friend of Lucy, who succumbed to breast cancer 

Bill and Roseann Stenzel 

Sarah Hughes as she recovers 

Levi Chisholm, continuing slow & steady recovery from drowning accident 

Don Inman 

Mary Ferrante 

Nancy Rose, Barbara Struthers’ sister 

Irene Santos and Family on the sudden passing of her brother 

Carmen Ruiz & Fernando Rodriguez, Barbara Struthers’ daughter-in-law’s parents  

     in Puerto Rico 

The People of Ukraine and Leaders of all nations 

For youth who feel alienated or without hope 

For all whose lives are torn by disasters of human making 

For those suffering devastation in the Middle East 

 

 

*Please let Heather know when there should be changes to the prayer list. We don't want  

to remove anyone prematurely or omit anyone that should be held in all of our hearts. 

 

 








