


Trinity United Church of Christ 
Deerfield, Illinois 

15th Sunday after Pentecost          September 21, 2025                                         
 

A wholeheartedly inclusive Christian community 
called by a challenging and progressive faith 

to live lives of love and justice  

 
Virtual Worship 

To Dial In by Phone Only 1 (312) 626-6799 - MTG ID  874 9506 6741 

Zoom Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87495066741?pwd=NjdvYnNycy80SWpldVJQZmQ4UDd0QT09 

Participant ID (Not required. None provided) “Otherwise just press #” 

Meeting Password:  760760 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 

FALL WORSHIP SERIES                                     I DREAM OF A WORLD                                                          

With Music                                        

Be Still and Know                                                        Steven Curtis Chapman                                                                                 

                                                                                              Arr. Lloyd Larson 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

With Meditation 

 

“The future does not exist except in our imagination. However, what is in 

our imagination shapes the actions we take today. How do we ensure that 

we are not being reactive - beholden to the imagination and strategies of 

others and/or doing things ‘just the way we’ve done it before.’                                   

How can we expand and imagine beyond what we know?” 

Cameron Trimble 

 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit 

 



INVOKING THE SPIRIT  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                            Rev. Dale Susan Edmonds 

Prayer for Gaza City 

(Posted on September 16, 2025)                                        by Maren Tirabassi  

Holy One, we grieve for Gaza City, 

and our hearts are sick, 

We cry out for the cries of God’s children 

in the midst of bombardment 

and the ground offensive. 

Another summer of war is past, 

and the harvest is all starvation and terror. 

 

God, your heart breaks for the brokenness 

of your daughters and sons in Gaza, 

for there is no balm in this new Gilead, 

and the people of the world 

weep a fountain of tears, 

day and night, watching from far away, 

the slaying of your precious children. 

amen 

(when I have no words, Jeremiah has them, Jeremiah 8) 

*HYMN                     There Is a Balm in Gilead #553                   (see insert)                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

*SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 

https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2025/09/16/prayer-for-gaza-city/
https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2025/09/16/prayer-for-gaza-city/
https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/author/marenchristy/


WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS                                                              
We share “happenings” in the community and lift up concerns for prayer.  
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 

 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD FOR OUR LIVES                      

                                 

Reading from the Letters          1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Reading from the Gospels                                                           Luke 16:1-13 
 

Sermon                       A Place We All Can Call Home            Rev. Edmonds 

                                                

 

Hymn of Response              Come, Let Us Dream                          (see insert)    

Choir & Congregation                                 

                                                             

 

PRAYERS   When Grief Wears the Mask of Rage 

                                                                              (adapted) Cameron Trimble                                               

Holy One, 

 

You who hear the cries behind our clenched fists, 

who see the tears we refuse to let fall— 

meet us in our fury. 

Not to scold it. Not to silence it. But to soften it. 

To show us the mourning waiting beneath. 

 

We are a people hurting in different ways, 

but hurting all the same. 

 

 



We do not know how to find each other across the trenches                            

of our grief. 

 

Help us remember that we were never meant to mourn alone. 

That compassion does not require agreement. 

That healing can begin with a single shared breath. 

 

Make us brave enough to grieve together. 

And in doing so, may we find our way back to love. 

 

Amen. 

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION         The Solid Rock            William B. Bradbury     

                                                                                                  Arr Joel Raney 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord's Prayer (using “debts” and “debtors”) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*HYMN              Dear God, Embracing Humankind #502            (see insert) 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

 

POSTLUDE                          I Dream of a World                        Mark A. Miller                 

                                                   

                 

 

 

                                            



 

WELCOME! 

 

We welcome again guest vocalist, Debby Shellard. While her first love is 

musical theater, she is retired from teaching drama and speech at Attea 

Middle School in Glenview, IL, and many years as Children’s Choir 

Director at Glenview Community Church. Debby is also relatively new to 

the grandparent’s club as Henry celebrated his first birthday this month! 

 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship with Trinity today. If you’re new, 

please introduce yourself, we’d love to get acquainted. We hope you find 

this a welcoming community for people of all ages and stages of life.  

 

If you have any questions about the church, feel free to ask Pastor Dale! 

 

 
 

 

 



TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
Pastor                                                                              

Rev. Dale Susan Edmonds, M.Div.                                                                 847-722-6756                                                                                                                                                               

PastorDale@trinitydeerfield.org 

Acting Minister of Music 

Rev. Dr. Pamela J. Keckler 

 

Guest Vocalist 

Debby Shellard 

 

Acting Office Manager 

Heather Hughes                                                                                       

 

Lay Officers 

Council President                                                                                            Scott Peterson 

Treasurer Karen Kerschke 

Church Email tuccdf@gmail.com 

Church Office Telephone 847-945-5050 

Church Office Hours Tue.–Wed. 9-12 

Church Website trinitydeerfield.org 











Prayer Concerns  

Jim Litchfield, who is having back surgery 

David Bunce and Steve Schoonmaker, two friends of Lucy Dorenfeld who are both 

     struggling with cancer 

Dorothy Collins 

Carol Wells, upon the death of her husband Fred 

The Family of Adrianne Mazura, friend of Lucy, who succumbed to breast cancer 

Peter & Barbie Reynolds, friends of Lucy Dorenfeld who were captured by the   

     Taliban in Afghanistan 

Bill and Roseann Stenzel 

Sarah Hughes as she recovers 

Levi Chisholm, continuing slow & steady recovery from drowning accident 

Don Inman 

Mary Ferrante 

Skip Hahn 

Nancy Rose, Barbara Struthers’ sister 

Irene Santos and Family on the sudden passing of her brother 

Carmen Ruiz & Fernando Rodriguez, Barbara Struthers’ daughter-in-law’s parents  

     in Puerto Rico 

The People of Ukraine and Leaders of all nations 

For youth who feel alienated or without hope 

For all whose lives are torn by disasters of human making 

For those suffering devastation in the Middle East 

 
 

 

*Please let Heather know when there should be changes to the prayer list. We don't want to 

remove anyone prematurely or omit anyone that should be held in all of our hearts. 

 


