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CVOA – Quebec Trip March 20-24, 2023 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember staying in the City of Quebec and skiing at Mont-Sainte-Anne, Le Massif and 
Stoneham.  No plane flight; just a few hours’ drive from Sugarloaf and you’re as close to Europe 
as you can be, while still in North America.  It has been almost three years since CVOA’s last trip 
to the provincial capital and it’s time to resume this tradition.  Through our travel partners at 
Great Events and Escapes, the same folks who work with CVOA on our other ski trips, our 
members are being offered a 4-night, 3-day ski trip to Quebec City.   
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The Package 
 
 Hotel - Our accommodations are at the Hotel Manoir Victoria in Old Quebec for four 
nights with a full breakfast each day.  This is a Four-Star hotel with an indoor pool, sauna, health 
club and free WiFi.  For lunch and dinner, we’ll be on our own to roam through the City and find 
a Bistros to your liking. 
 
 Skiing - We’ll ski for three days, one day at each of the major areas of Mt. Ste. Anne, Le 
Massif and Stoneham.  Each of these areas has its own character. 
 
 Transportation: Skiers will drive up and back on their own as well as to the ski areas 
each day. 
 
 Price - The price is $885 US., per person based on double occupancy plus a $25 per 
person, non-refundable trip reservation fee payable to CVOA.  The $25 CVOA trip reservation 
fee is due on or after September 15, 2022 and the trip cost of $885 per person is due to be paid 
by December 5, 2022. Parking is an additional cost of approximately $35 US/day.  All of our 
travelers must be CVOA members. 
 
 Ski Schedule - The tentative schedule (subject to change) looks like this: 
 
 *March 20 (Monday) Drive (on your own) to Quebec City and arrive at the hotel after 
4pm. 
 *March 21 (Tuesday) Drive to Mt. Ste Anne and ski, return to hotel 
 *March 22 (Wednesday) Drive to Le Massif and ski, return to hotel 
 *March 23 (Thursday) Drive to Stoneham and ski, return to hotel 
 *March 24 (Friday) Drive back to the US  
 
 Trip Leader - Thom Johnston is the trip leader for Quebec.  My contact information is: 
 
Thom Johnston 
14 Samantha Drive 
Gorham, ME 04038 
 
Email:  tandpjohnston@gmail.com 
Cell: 207-852-3595 
During Ski Season: 6003 Penobscot Circle at Sugarloaf. 
 
 
Keep in mind that getting back and forth across the US-Canada border will be more complicated 
than in the past, so please stay current with the requirements.  If you have questions about the 
requirements for entering Canada (and please note that these are likely to change before we 

mailto:tandpjohnston@gmail.com
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go), the website below provides some answers.  At present COVID vaccine records and 
passports are required. 
 
The reservation form is attached.  If you would like to reserve your place on this trip, please 
read and sign the attached Reservation Form with CVOA Waiver for each person and make out 
one check for $25 per person made payable to CVOA.   Following the usual CVOA process, wait 
until September 15, 2022 to mail the package of the signed Reservation Form and check to: 
 
Thom Johnston 
14 Samantha Drive 
Gorham, ME 04038  
 
Priority for space on this trip will be determined by postmark dates starting with September 15, 
2022. 
 
If there is more interest than slots, we will use postmark dates as the criteria for selection.  We 
will also maintain a “waiting list”, knowing that plans change and openings occur.  And of 
course, if you should have questions about the trip, please see the attached Questions and 
Answers or call Thom Johnston at 207-852-3595. 
 
 
 
Crossing the Border 
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions  
 
Ski Area Websites 
https://mont-sainte-anne.com/en/ 
https://www.lemassif.com/en/ 
https://ski-stoneham.com/ 
 
Hotel 
https://www.manoir-victoria.com/index.php/en/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions
https://mont-sainte-anne.com/en/
https://www.lemassif.com/en/
https://ski-stoneham.com/
https://www.manoir-victoria.com/index.php/en/
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Questions and Answers about the Quebec trip 
 

1. Q:  What is the payment schedule for this trip? 
A:  The first payment is to “CVOA” by check and it is $25 per person.  This is the Reservation Fee 
and It accompanies the Reservation Form.  Both should be sent to Thom Johnston. The priority 
date for filling the trip will begin with the postmark date of September 15, 2022 (and not 
before).  Then, once the roster has been established (based on availability of space), for those 
participants, a payment of $885 per person by check along with the signed GE&E Payment and 
Cancellation Form is due to be received by Thom Johnston on or before December 15, 2022.  
This second check is to be made payable to “Great Events & Escapes”. 
 
2. Q:  Who is “Great Events and Escapes”? 
A:  Great Events and Escapes or “GE&E”, has worked with CVOA for many years packaging the 
trips we have offered to our members.  For more information, check out their website at 
http://greateventsandescapes.com  
  
3. Q:  How many people do we need to make this trip viable?  Is there a limit on the number of 
travelers? 
A:  We need about 22 people who can occupy 11 rooms at the hotel to make this viable.  We 
have reserved a block of 14 rooms, so our space is limited to 28.  If we should have more 
interest, we may be able to secure a few more rooms. 
 
4. Q:  Can we park at the hotel? 
A: Yes.  You can have your car parked at hotel valet parking garage for about $35/day USD, 
provided space is available. The spaces are small, so a large pickup or SUV may be a challenge.  
There also is public parking about 5 minutes away.  Parking is NOT included in the trip package 
price. 
 
5. Q:  Who should sign the Reservation Form? 
A:   Each person in your party needs to read and sign a separate Reservation Form.   
 
6. Q:  Do US cell carriers work in Canada? 
A:  Sometimes, but usually Canadian cell service is not included in the typical US cell service 
plan.  You should check with your carrier for options before you go. 
 
7. Q:  Can we individually decide which of the three ski areas we wish to ski on any day? 
A:  No.  Our lift passes will be issued for only one specific day, so that the group will be skiing 
the same area on the same day.  You can’t ski twice, at the same ski area on the trip’s tickets .  
You could certainly do it on your own at your own expense.  If you’re thinking of this, you may 
want to consider the “no lift” option and “pay as you go” 
 
8. Q:  Do any of these 3 ski areas accept Ikon or Epic passes?   

http://greateventsandescapes.com/
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A:  It appears, from my brief on-line research, that the standard Epic Pass and Epic Day Pass 
with 4 or more days, may include Mt. Ste. Anne and Stoneham as part of the “Resorts of the 
Canadian Rockies”.  (I know, Quebec is not in the Rockies, but they appear to be included 
among these Resorts).  This topic needs more research. 
 
9. Q:  May I use a credit card to pay the deposit or balance for the trip? 
A:  No.  CVOA does not have a credit card relationship.  Please send us checks. 
 
10. Q:  Will I need a passport? 
A:  Yes.  Your passport will be necessary to cross the border and it must be valid for at least 6 
months after your return to the US (i.e., Assuming that you will cross the border back to the US 
on Friday, March 24, 2023, your passport must be valid through at least September 2023).  If 
you need a Passport or need to renew your Passport, do it NOW!  The reported waiting time for 
processing a US Passport on an expedited basis is 4-6 weeks and on a routine basis 7-10 weeks. 
.  See https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/how-apply/processing-times.html  
 
11. Q:  What is the process for crossing the border? 
A:  All border crossings into Canada use an official government on-line service called ArrivCAN.  
US citizens must be fully vaccinated against COVID.  The ArrivCAN on-line process must be 
completed within the 72-hour period preceding your crossing the border.  For more 
information go to https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions  
 
12. Q:  How are hotels and restaurants in Canada responding to Covid? 
A:  Here is the most current information I could find from the City of Quebec.  
https://www.quebec-cite.com/en/about/coronavirus  
 
13. Q:  What about non-skiers? 
A:  Quebec is a great city to visit any time of the year.  The history, French culture, cuisine and 
shopping make this City a destination even without the skiing.  This is one of those ski trips 
where non-skiers can have as much fun as skiers.  They can opt out of lift tickets and save $270 
per person. 
 
14. Q:  Could I have a single room? 
A:  Yes.  It will cost $300 more.  If you are looking for a roommate, we may be able to match 
people up.  However, we need to know soon, so that we might have a chance at finding a room 
with the right bed arrangements. 
 
15. Q: Should I drive my own car? 
A: Yes.  For transportation you’re on your own.  No train, no plane, no bus.  Quebec City is 
about a 3 1/2hr drive from Sugarloaf.  Carpooling is a good option. You also might want to 
check with your auto insurer to see about any requirements and limitations they might have. 
 
16. Q:  Will we have a get-together of the participants before we go? 
A:  Yes, in March at a time and place TBD. 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/how-apply/processing-times.html
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions
https://www.quebec-cite.com/en/about/coronavirus
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17. Q:  If I can’t go or change my mind, can I get a refund? 
A:  The Reservation Form and the GE&E Cancellation Policy lay out the refund policy for this 
trip.  See the Reservation Form and the GE&E Cancellation Policy (Question 22) for the sliding 
scale of refunds based on when a participant gives notice of cancellation.  Note that within 30 
days of departure, there is no refund.  The $25 per person reservation fee paid to CVOA is not 
refundable, unless there is not room on the trip for you or if the trip is cancelled. 
 
18. Q:  What if more people are interested than there are rooms? 
A:  If we know soon enough, we may be able to add rooms.  As for our selection process, we will 
assign priority in order of US Postal Service postmarks on the envelopes containing the signed 
Reservation Forms and deposits, starting with postmarks of September 15, 2022 (and NOT 
before that date). Postmarks of earlier than September 15, 2022, are not accepted. About 
September 22, we will let people know of their status.  And, of course, you can call me (Thom 
Johnston) at 207-852-3595 or email me at tandpjohnston@gmail.com.  
 
19. Q:  What is this limit on “baggage handling”? 
A:  The hotel staff will take your bags to your room.  They only want to schlep two.  This doesn’t 
limit the number of bags you carry from your car to your room.  My guess is that since skiers 
come with more bags than average tourists, the hotel doesn’t want to overburden its staff. 
 
20. Q:  Is CVOA membership required to go on this trip? 
A:  Yes.  Your membership must be current for 2022 and 2023. 
 
21. Q: Where can I find the Reservation Form? 
A:  The Reservation Form follows these Q&A’s. 
 
22. Q:  What is the GE&E Cancellation Policy? 
A:  This GE&E Policy states: “If your notice of cancellation is received outside of 90 days from 
departure, you will receive a full refund minus any vendor costs and/or whatever specified on 
you Payment Schedule.  90-60 days prior to departure, a full refund minus $100 per person plus 
any applicable vendor penalties; 59-45 days prior to departure, full refund minus $150 per 
person plus vendor penalties; 44-30 days prior to departure, full refund minus $200 per person 
plus vendor penalties; within 30 days or departure, no refund.  All cancellations and any trip 
component returns (Lift tickets, etc.) will result in a minimum of $50 per person service charge 
regardless of the cancellation date.” 
 
23. Q:  Will there be more information sent out as the trip gets closer? 
A:  Yes.  As more information becomes available, and as reminders, there will be updates 
emailed to the participants.  This is the easiest and quickest way to communicate.  So please be 
sure that your email address is legible and accurate. 
 

 

mailto:tandpjohnston@gmail.com
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CVOA QUEBEC 2023 RESERVATION FORM 

To reserve your place, send in an envelope with a postmarked September 
15 or later: 

(1) a check to “CVOA” for $25/per person AND (2) this completed form for each person in your 
group to:  

Thom Johnston, 14 Samantha Drive, Gorham, ME 04038  

******************************************************************************
************************** 

Name as it appears on Passport: _____________________________________________ 

DOB: ______________Gender: ________   Nickname: ____________________________ 

Mailing Address: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:________________________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate your current intent; changes can be made until December 15, 2022.  

Roommate: __________________________________________  

Are you traveling as “Single Occupancy” (add $300)? YES   or    NO    or   Undecided  

No Lift Tickets option:________ (deduct $270)  

 
CVOA WAIVER: Must be signed by each traveler before reservation is accepted. 

I understand:  

1 - Although CVOA is making this trip available to me, the responsible party is CVOA's tour 
operator Great Events & Escapes of West Newbury, Massachusetts.  

2 - My purchase of trip/travel insurance is highly recommended.  

3 – My reservation fee of $25 per person to CVOA is non-refundable unless there is no space 
available for me or if the trip is cancelled.  
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Signed:_______________________________________________ Date ____________ 


