
Public Awareness and Promotion through PAC 

The Public Awareness Committee (PAC) had its budget and tactical plan approved at the annual meeting 

in February. The plan has three objectives for 2017: 

1. Manage the AOLS brand that embodies the competence and expertise of its members through 

the office and resources of the Association of Ontario Land Surveyors. 

2. Develop and implement an Integrated Marketing Communications Plan (IMC) to reinforce 

public awareness of the geomatics/surveying profession in Ontario. 

3. Assist Council and members to advocate for professional geomatics/surveying services and 

products, and create public awareness of AOLS issues that impact the growth of the AOLS and 

long-term need for the services and products of its members. 

To date, the PAC has worked closely with the Geomatics Recruitment and Liaison Committee (GRLC) to 

produce a video promoting the profession through the Specialist High Skills Major in Construction at 

high schools. The construction major contains a surveying component comprising coursework and 

training with the assistance of AOLS members and their employers. This collaboration met the PAC 

mandate of managing the AOLS brand, implementing its IMC through promotion of the SHSM program, 

and advocating on behalf of the profession to school counsellors, parents and teachers. Although many 

of the students who graduate from the SHSM program may not enter university and pursue a career as a 

professional surveyor, many would be expected to take an interest in technician career paths and some 

may actually enter a path toward articling to be able to challenge the exams for licensing. 

Members of PAC staffed exhibits at the Ontario Good Roads Association to reinforce the AOLS brand and 

message with public works officials and municipal elected representatives about the services of the 

Ontario Land Surveyor and the value of Ontario’s monument fabric and its preservation. 
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In addition, PAC members staffed an AOLS booth at Realtor Quest over a two-day period to educate 

realtors about the services of cadastral surveyors and all things related to boundaries, monuments, and 

the services of the professional surveyor. 

https://youtu.be/xiWjig0X6NE


Other public exhibits by PAC on behalf of the AOLS membership were at the Urban and Regional 

Information Systems Association (URISA) conference, the Science Rendezvous Kingston 2017 event 

(Canada’s largest showcase of STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics), the AOLS 

Educational Foundation Awards at the Lassonde School of Engineering, and workshops and panel 

presentations at the Ontario Council for Technology Education (OCTE). 
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PAC works with other committees of the AOLS to update promotional brochures and flyers to ensure that 

there is consistent messaging in line with the AOLS Strategic Plan and the AOLS brand. New and updated 

brochures are archived on the resources page of the AOLS website. A recent example of close 

collaboration with AOLS committees was PAC support of the Survey Monumentation Task Force to 

preserve survey monuments across Ontario. 

Of particular interest is the work that PAC will be starting with the AOLS Book Task Force to ensure that 

members are engaged with the delivery of the history book, Great Lengths, to high schools. The Book 

Task Force met on August 2, 2017 and during that meeting the list of high schools that was created by 

the AOLS Summer Student was reviewed. The list, organized by Regional Group boundaries, will be sent 

to the membership. This will allow surveyors across the province to set dates to present copies of Great 

Lengths to their local schools. 

PAC is also here for our Members. We completed a Questionnaire last fall to solicit members’ views 

about PAC activities. The results will help us with our planning for the future. We are always open to 

feedback about any issues that you feel need to be addressed. If you have any thoughts you want to 

share with the Committee, please contact the PAC representative in your Regional Group or our 

Committee Chair, Michael Matthews at Michael.Matthews@ontario.ca . 
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