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Hard Times Come Again No More

Arranged for 4-Part Flexible Instrumentation

STEPHEN FOSTER
Arr. James Syler

DURATION: 3:30
GRADE: Easy

NOTES

Stephen Foster (1826-1864) was America's first great songwriter. Hard Times Come Again No More stands out as a
unique and personal song compared to his minstrel and parlor songs. Written in 1854, the song was composed during a
period of loss - the death of his parents and best friend, separation from his wife, and a failing career. It's a song of
comfort for hard times Since the 1990's the song has experienced a revival through numerous covers from a variety of
performers.

CONDUCTOR'S NOTES

You may find this simple hymn-like arrangement useable as a quiet piece, a concert closer, or an encore. The flexible
instrumentation can use any combination of instruments as long as all parts are covered. All parts are available in C,
Bb, Eb, and F. Feel free to make octave changes depending on the instrument(s) used.

Recommended Instrumentations:

PART 1

Piccolo, Flute, Bb Clarinet, Oboe, Soprano Sax, Trumpet, Flugelhorn.

PART 2

Flute, Bb Clarinet, Oboe, Soprano Sax, Alto Sax, Trumpet, Flugelhorn.

PART 3

Bb Clarinet, Alto Sax, Tenor Sax, Horn, Trombone, Euphonium.

PART 4

Bassoon, Bass Clarinet, Tenor Sax, Baritone Sax, Horn, Euphonium, Tuba, Marimba, String Bass.

1. Let us pause in life's pleasures and count its many tears,
While we all sup sorrow with the poor;

There's a song that will linger forever in our ears;

Oh! Hard times come again no more.

Chorus

Tis the song, the sigh of the weary,

Hard Times, hard times, come again no more.

Many days you have lingered around my cabin door;
Oh! Hard times come again no more.

2. While we seek mirth and beauty and music light and gay,
There are frail forms fainting at the door;

Though their voices are silent, their pleading looks will say
Oh! Hard times come again no more.

Chorus

3. There's a pale drooping maiden who toils her life away,
With a worn heart whose better days are o'er:

Though her voice would be merry, 'tis sighing all the day,
Oh! Hard times come again no more.

Chorus

4. Tis a sigh that is wafted across the troubled wave,
'Tis a wail that is heard upon the shore

'Tis a dirge that is murmured around the lowly grave

Oh! Hard times come again no more.

Chorus

For more information visit
www.jamessyler.com



=)
=2
z
MA
v 2
S
=
Q
Z
£
©
BN
<
Q
S
U
)
U
E
2 ¢
g
L 3
g
e

Score in C

i Aﬁ_ 1
R (o

L3k a0
iy

Pramn y ™ M
(YA 7T R s
s 1y N M
[ Il i il
) S m
1 R R
pmJ ﬁmJ \— pmJ \w
K R al N
| ¢ m ol i
|_whv |_Whv -+ T
NO° € N (
— 2 e 3
5 5 E E
¥ A~ P P

legato

mf

Chorus

: : W |
ﬂwﬂ Wﬂ ’\g Il
ol e ol ]
(NN e . N
(Y e ‘o] N
W \W
~ ~ 1 1
o i QL i
i A i
b : a | B
™ i i e
ol e il N
, [\
N i ol e
™ i ol ol
I I o e
H e o e
in L o s
i e ol e
2in e O A
| TR BE ) [, |
“H e an N
[ [ '\ ]
_\J. e .\@ ]
™ e el ]
%m@u o
— e\l on <t
a o a o

10

o o0 o
@O @

o
e

o o o
|

|

[
o o o =
L4

|

[l

\ SR ] \
L (o (U
k)
L3 __F. ; | uﬁ
\A-/ \\A-/ [ M
U] ,m
177 & TT7e f L ||
[ 1R TT7e d | T
|| BEL ) & | ,
~t ~t ~t ~t
[ 1R (179 L NN ,
Q. NN QL (N
== X
Rea Rgn ; Rea Ry
e e e [
N NG AN 4N
— e\ on <t
[0 a9 = a9

Copyright © 2020 by James Syler

All Rights Reserved



Hard Times Come Again No More

—~ f)

15

Chorus

—~ f)

25

K )
B
. L)
L ] ]
(1] REBL )
[ YR T77Te
[ _14.\
. e
[T REBL )
/] i\.,, 1 1
i L)
i L)
T e
Pramn ARHA-
[ YR 77
Ppran ARHA- | |
ﬁ\ e
_\\Av _ﬁ\é
T8 1779
,—H\ n.MJ H : ~ ~
~t ~A ~t ~t
b M NERREEE AN
gL 1t
R i
(] N, ) K )
BEL } BEL ) w— HEL )
T8 ‘\\A-v []] EEEL )
[ 1 T77e | || |,
NCo NEv A &
— o on <t
=¥} W W [

p | | |
~ g ~t ~t
™ 1T s 1
[ L /0
AL o (Rl
Ol TN []]
,i | 177 L]
T17 T17 ~t
'n i "
il
e i
|| s
[r |
I
~t ~ " "
NEvNGe A A
— o on <+
W W W [

e [T N N
ol TTe ) | | N
Hel | TTe N N
e TT® || ||
o S VR
e e | N

N ﬁ\J\ ||
o i
1 e | e
|| THES ] ||
D

L)

L __ﬁ.; | uﬂ
BL e / M
BL e P.\\\ FDF
L) e fDr [
(Y e N | | e
L TTTe x o] ol
~t ~ ~t “~
ol 1T i ol
Q| TN Q| QL

m=- X

e (18 'l L
TN f\i P\u \i
o = ==

| U ) Q] i
s T N M
ol Ll i
I I . o
mhv |mhv Imh N
oG 6N 6|
— o on <t

=W s = =¥

N

—

— f)

30

i BN
\ | JARY Y L YRl
i _ﬁJ. pmJ o i
T e Al %
I i
%HH‘ 1HA-
L] 9
[ [17® | [11®
[ ‘\\A-v || 177
[ 1N BEL | | | .
, I
b T [ 18 (TN
Pl 1779 | BN .
e « [ 119
H\ —H\# U _\\Av
[ s (e
] ™/ \ o e
oo Nee AN A
— o on <t
=B =B [0 =B



Hard Times Come Again No More

35

] N I N
] | I 1
I I I I
i I 1 I
B o (Y ol
L e W\
~{ ~t ~
ban 0. Nl |
AN
mEl ) e o || e
_.I. _FA. 4] _FA.
e e L] e
ol e il ol
I I I I o]
|".th Imhv mhv Imhv
N NG G| D
— o on <t
a9 =¥ =¥ =¥

41

— f)

(N 2 D

'Ch

(2D
NS,
oJ

hdl DNV

rax

hdl DTNV

ray

P. 1

P.2

P.3

P. 4

46

— f)

[ a0 W) )
A3V
[y

7

hdl DIV

o)

hdl DNV

rax

P. 1

P.2

P.3

P.4

(N 2 D
A3V
[y

(N2 D
A3V}
o

7

hdl DNV

rax

7

hdl DTNV

rax

P. 1

P.2

P.3

P.4




