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THE FIRST SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 AT 10:15 A.M. 

Welcome to St. James! As always, the full text of the service can be found in the red 
Book of Common Prayer and, at Communion, all who come in faith are welcome to 
receive the consecrated Bread and Wine.  

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
VOLUNTARY   
Chorale Prelude on Savior of the Nations, Come (Hymn 54), BWV 659  J. S. Bach 
 
INTROIT          Iain Quinn 

Phillip Haynie, cantor 
Our King and Savior now draws near. 
Come let us adore him. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; Amen. 

Please stand at the sound of the bell.  

 

A SIMPLE ADVENT LITANY (see insert)      Peter Hallock 
Phillip Haynie, cantor 

Linda Hill, Susan Brashier, handbells 
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Please be seated for The Lessons. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                   Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
 so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
 so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, 
 no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
 who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
 because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, 
 or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
 and do not remember iniquity forever. 
 Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 80 (congregation joins choir in singing the Antiphon)          Peter Hallock 
ANTIPHON 

 
Choir: Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you 
that are enthroned upon the cherubim. In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, 
and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.  

ANTIPHON 

Choir: O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of 
your people? Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and 
tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.   

ANTIPHON 

Choir: Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son of man you 
have made so strong for yourself. And so we will never turn away from you; give 
us life, that we may call upon your Name.  

ANTIPHON 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are 
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN 454  “Jesus came, adored by angels”               Lowry 
 
THE GOSPEL                           Mark 13:24-37 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
 
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 
see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for 
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 
or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
Deacon:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON 
 
THE NICENE CREED (said by all, standing)      BCP p. 358  
 
THE PEACE          BCP p. 360 
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 THE HOLY COMMUNION 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending  
          David H. Williams  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B      BCP p. 367 

Celebrant and people:  
SANCTUS                                         Jeffrey Smith 

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, 
once for our salvation slain:  
thousand thousand saints attending, 
swell the triumph of his train;  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Christ the Lord returns to reign.  

Those dear tokens of his passion  
still his dazzling body bears,  
cause of endless exultation  
to his ransomed worshippers:  
with what rapture, with what rapture  
gaze we on those glorious scars!  

Ev’ry eye shall now behold him  
robed in dreadful majesty;  
those who set at nought and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree. 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing,  
shall the true Messiah see. 

Yea, Amen! Let all adore thee  
high on thine eternal throne;  
Savior, take the power and glory;  
claim the kingdom for thine own;  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. Amen. 
—Charles Wesley 
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 The Celebrant continues with Eucharistic Prayer B in BCP p. 368 

THE LORD’S PRAYER, S 149       McNeil Robinson 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD: LAMB OF GOD   Jeffrey Smith 
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THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
All who come in faith are welcome to receive Communion.  

 

COMMUNION ANTHEM  In Night’s Dim Shadows Lying  George Guest 
 In night’s dim shadows lying, our limbs fast locked in sleep, 
 To thee with faithful sighing our souls their vigil keep. 

Desire of ev’ry nation, hear Lord, our piteous cry, 
Thou Word the world’s salvation, uplift us where we lie. 
Lord, be thine advent hasten’d lest sin Thy people mar, 
The gates which Adam fastn’d, the gates of heav’n unbar. 
Son to Thine endless merit, Redeemer, Savior, Friend, 
With Sire and Holy Spirit be praises without end. 

 —C. Coffin, ed. W. J Blew 
                                                       
HYMN 54  “Savior, of the nations come”         Nun komm der Heiden Heiland 
 
SENDING OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  
Celebrant:    In the name of Christ and this parish, I send you forth 
 bearing these gifts, that our sisters and brothers may share in 
Christ's  body and blood.  
People:  We who are many are one body because we all share one 
 bread and one cup. 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (please stand as able)      BCP p. 365 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
THE BLESSING 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin. Amen. 
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and constant in love. Amen.  
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Music is reproduced under CCLI #11103957 and One License A-732770.   
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from One License A-732770.  All rights reserved.  

 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  
 
HYMN 74  “Blest be the King whose coming”   Valet will ich dir geben  
 
THE DISMISSAL                               BCP p. 366 
 
VOLUNTARY   
Chorale Prelude on Savior of the Nations, Come (Hymn 54)       Paul Manz 
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The Right Reverend José McLoughlin, Bishop 

MINISTERS IN THE SERVICE 

 766 N. Main Street, Hendersonville, NC 28792 | (828) 693-7458 | www.stjamesepiscopal.com 

The Rev. David Henson, Rector 
david@stjamesepiscopal.com 

 
The Rev. Tim Jones, Deacon 

tim@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

Brad Gee, Director of Music and Organist 
brad@stjamesepiscopal.com 

 
Christoph Herpel,  

Director of Youth & Family Ministries  
christoph@stjamesepiscopal.com 

Mindy Campos, Director of Operations  
for Administration & Communication 

mindy@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

Teri Smith, Facilities Manager 
teri@stjamesepiscopal.com 

 
Perry Jones, Sexton 

sexton@stjamesepiscopal.com 
 

Sharon Miller & Rebecca Levi,  
Financial Associates and Bookkeepers 

sharon@stjamesepiscopal.com 

CLERGY AND STAFF 

Jeremy Lee,  
Verger  

Mo Rainey,  
Lector 

Sallie Carr, Anne Grove, Ginny Saucier,  
Altar Guild 

Trini Fares, Brendan Henson,  
Mo & Charlie Rainey, 

Acolytes 

Lutrelle & Carey O’Cain,  
Gil Rainey, Lee Burdett, 

Chalice Bearers  
Kim Taylor, Judi & Gene Frame, 

Ushers 
The Rev. David Henson, 

Preacher 

BIRTHDAYS 
Elizabeth Jennings, Madelyn Hill, Collier Lilly, Henry Waddell, Karen McGarr,  

Carol Rawson, Maureen Beyt, Mary Trowbridge, Ann Ferguson, Cynthia McVean,  
Harrison Hunter, Jr. , Cindy Drake, Gil Rainey, Mark Fransioli, Bob Bonner, Zeke Burr 

 


