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Friends of the New Lincoln Park Library

Good afternoon. I am Allan Mellis, the former Chairman of the Friends of the New Lincoln Park Library. Over 33 years ago, when the branch was at the corner of Sheffield and Fullerton, my sons, Daniel and David would have to go to the Sulzer Regional Library if they had to write a school report. In short, the branch was not serving the needs of our community. 

Mayor Harold Washington had a community forum and the panel included the new Library Commissioner John Duff. To show we were serious we presented him with blueprints, drawn by my neighbor architect Jerry Hamen, for a proposed branch at the then current location. The Commissioner did not have a business card, so he write his phone number on his name plate that is now housed in the DePaul University Community Archives.
For the next eight years, there were hundreds of meetings, complete support from DePaul University, especially Vice President Ken McHugh, who had the proposed library included in the university’s Master Plan. 

Government support included: Vice President Al Gore who helped fund the computers, Mayor Daley who gave his full support to this private public partnership, three 43rd Ward Alderman Marty Oberman, Edwin Eisendrath, Chuck Bernardini, and State Representative Judy Erwin and Senator John Cullerton who helped get state funding, and Library Deputy Commissioners Carla Hayden (currently the head of the Library of Congress), Bob Remer, and Commissioner Mary Dempsey.

Many people helped raise funds especially Tom Coffey of the Haymarket Group, community leaders, and neighborhood associations too numerous to mention. Please be recognized.

Joe Antunovich and Mike Vasilko designed this beautiful library that looks as good today as it did 25 years ago. DePaul’s Vice President in charge of construction Bob Janis made sure the project came in on time and under budget.

In closing, I want to thank everyone who made this Lincoln Park Library Branch possible. I would also like to thank the library staff that continues to serve our community in one of the highest circulating branches in the city. Let’s all put February 11, 2045 on our calendars to celebrate the 50th anniversary.

Thank you.
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