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The Halsted and Willow Gateway makes statewide endangered 
list 
 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014, Springfield, Ill.—The Halsted and Willow Gateway,  1732 and 

1800 North Halsted Street (Cook County), has been named to Landmarks Illinois’ annual 

Ten Most Endangered Historic Places list, which was announced today at a press conference in 

Springfield. 

 “Two distinctive and irreplaceable corner buildings at the intersection of Halsted 

and Willow are at risk due to a current development proposal and continued high-density 

redevelopment pressure in the Sheffield neighborhood,” said Bonnie McDonald, President 

of Landmarks Illinois. “We urge the developer and city officials to work together and, as is 

encouraged in the City’s zoning code, find a compromise design solution that would allow 

for the integration of these historic buildings in any development plans.” 

Landmarks Illinois, the state’s leading voice for historic preservation, named nine 

other endangered historic properties, as well as a special “11th designation” to its annual list, 

which focuses attention on sites that are threatened by deterioration, lack of maintenance, 

insufficient funds, or inappropriate development. 

The intersection of Halsted and Willow Streets represents a largely intact, late-19th 

century group of commercial buildings that serve as a gateway to the historic Sheffield 

neighborhood. This gateway is now threatened by a large-scale redevelopment. A developer’s 

proposal for the northwest corner of the intersection would demolish the distinctive “Black 

Duck” Building at 1800 N. Halsted and five contiguous parcels to its north in order to erect 
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a seven-story mixed-use complex.  The developer is seeking to amend the Planned 

Development zoning for this proposal as well as for a future proposal at the southwest 

corner (1732 N. Halsted).  If the Planned Development is amended, the proposed new 

projects would destroy the historic character of this important intersection and gateway to 

the Sheffield neighborhood. 

 
Background 

Since the inception of Landmarks Illinois’ Ten Most list in 1995, more than a third of 

the listed properties have been saved, less than a quarter have been demolished, and the rest 

are in varying stages between being continually threatened and rehabilitation.   

This year’s list also includes: a Jens Jensen-designed “fresh air” camp, an historic 

planned manufacturing district, the first free and integrated school in the nation, a 

prominent 1931 Art Deco building on a downtown public square, a suburban Chicago one-

room schoolhouse, one of the few remaining “Tin Man” style water towers in Illinois, a 

prominent 1897 downtown main street commercial building, one of the largest and grandest 

movie palaces in the country and a pre-Civil War marine hospital. In addition, the Federal 

Historic Tax Credit Program was given a special “11th Most” designation on the list, owing 

to its unique status as an “issue,” rather than a building or a site. 

Landmarks Illinois has been working to protect historic places throughout Illinois 

for over 40 years. The not-for-profit works with citizens and communities to preserve 

historic places and promote awareness about them through education and advocacy.  

Landmarks Illinois preserves historic places that enhance communities, empower citizens, 

and catalyze local economic development throughout Illinois.  In addition to the Ten Most 

Endangered list, the organization also sponsors an annual awards program, two grant 

programs and various educational events, including the co-sponsorship of a bi-annual 

statewide historic preservation conference. Landmarks Illinois also is working with state 

legislators to enact a statewide historic tax credit program – The Illinois Rehabilitation and 

Revitalization Tax Credit Act (HB 4533). 

 The complete Ten Most list, including photos of the sites, is available at 

www.Landmarks.org through the “Press Room” link. 
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Landmarks Illinois is the state’s leading voice for historic preservation. Since its founding in 1971, the 

statewide membership organization has saved countless architectural and historic treasures throughout 

Illinois. Landmarks Illinois’ mission today focuses on preserving historic places and advancing policies 

that enhance communities, empower citizens, and catalyze local economic development throughout Illinois. 

For more information, visit www.Landmarks.org. 

 


