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By The Norman Transcript Editorial Board

The city’s memorandum of understanding (MOU) with
the OU Foundation and developer University Town
Center is a good step toward ending the University
North Park TIF.

The city council and staff have repeatedly noted how
important ending the TIF early is to the city’s flagging
general revenue fund. But considering the nature of the
agreement Norman has with the OU Foundation and
UTC, agreeing to a structure for jointly ending the TIF
certainly seems the most risk-averse and timely method
of accomplishing this goal.

The two sides now have until June 30 to negotiate the
end of the TIF or extend the MOU. As these
negotiations take place, we encourage the city council
to discuss the end of the TIF in open meetings as much
as possible. Important policy decisions will be made,
and Norman residents deserve to know as much about
the process as possible. These are complicated issues
that could have long-range impacts on how our city
grows; they’re also issues Normanites feel strongly
about.

While the council and staff certainly have the right to
adjourn to executive session to discuss matters relating
to a potential lawsuit, it’s fair to say there’s a certain
level of distrust between the community and the city.
The best way to improve that relationship

is to be as transparent as possible.

Now that an MOU exists between the city and the
developer, the threat of litigation should be less severe,
and we expect a more open conversation about ending
the TIF early and the impact it will have on our city.

We also agree with council member Robert Castleberry
that preparing the next fiscal year’s budget as if the
TIF had already been ended is premature. Better to
plan for it to still exist, and then adjust as necessary.
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