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Boren taps former Okla. senator as VP of governmental relations to fight education budget cuts
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If the upcoming state budget battles over education are a chess board, the University of Oklahoma appears to be making the first move.

On Thursday, the OU Board of Regents approved the appointment of former Oklahoma State Sen. Jonathan Nichols as vice president of governmental

relations. Nichols was in a list of appointments to be made in one item on the agenda for Thursday’s regents meeting, and Boren took time to single it

out as important.

“I’m recommending the approval of Jonathan Nichols, an advocate for education and a champion for safe communities in our state,” Boren said.

Nichols, who served as a Republican state senator from 2000 to 2012, said he is eager to get to work and particularly to try and prevent any further

budget cuts to higher education.

"I look forward to working with state officials to ensure that OU and higher education have the necessary funding for students to receive a quality 21st

century education that will prepare them for an historically competitive job market," Nichols said. "This is truly a humbling honor and to serve the OU

community under President Boren's leadership.

"The state is facing challenging times, but Oklahomans are at their best when they come together and meet their challenges with bold ideas and an

uncompromising determination to do what is right."

While presenting Nichols to the Board of Regents, Boren pointed out his recorded past as a supporter of higher education. Nichols received the Most

Courageous Legislator Award from the Higher Education Council of Oklahoma in 2001.

He also received recognition from the Council of Presidents and Oklahoma Regents for Higher Education in 2009 for his work to increase funding for

Oklahoma universities and continued support.

“Jonathan Nichols has been an outstandingly committed advocate for the University of Oklahoma throughout his public service,” Boren stated in a press

release. “His proven effectiveness in getting things done and bringing people together at the State Capitol will be especially beneficial in this time of

budgetary uncertainty.”

Boren said the university is already preparing for a struggle if the next legislative session is like the last, with budget failures resulting in cuts to

education funding.

“We’re getting ready to go through a tough time financially,” Boren said. “Unfortunately, last year, we received a 16.6 percent cut, and it was a

disproportionate cut. It was as if higher education was singled out to bear the greatest financial sacrifice.”

The hope is that Nichols’ experience at the State Capitol can help avoid a similar situation in 2017. Boren said any further cuts could, among other

things, jeopardize work done at the OU Health Sciences Center.

Scott Mason, who occupied the role with the university exclusively before Nichols’ appointment, will continue similar work. His focus will shift solely to

working with the federal government and federal programs.

Mason is a former special assistant to Gov. Mary Fallin.

http://click.oo155.com/ViewLandingPage.aspx?pubids=2725|-6|5|69&digest=8HB7mY12NRvtOenfT1QgNQ&sysid=1&mobile=0
https://www.normantranscript.com/users/profile/Adam%20Troxtell
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.normantranscript.com/news/university_of_oklahoma/boren-taps-former-okla-senator-as-vp-of-governmental-relations/article_3bc8a25a-f2f7-590d-9f4f-84a2101c9932.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=http://www.normantranscript.com/news/university_of_oklahoma/boren-taps-former-okla-senator-as-vp-of-governmental-relations/article_3bc8a25a-f2f7-590d-9f4f-84a2101c9932.html%20%7C%20Boren%20taps%20former%20Okla.%20senator%20as%20VP%20of%20governmental%20relations%20to%20fight%20education%20budget%20cuts
https://plus.google.com/share?url=Boren%20taps%20former%20Okla.%20senator%20as%20VP%20of%20governmental%20relations%20to%20fight%20education%20budget%20cuts%20http://www.normantranscript.com/news/university_of_oklahoma/boren-taps-former-okla-senator-as-vp-of-governmental-relations/article_3bc8a25a-f2f7-590d-9f4f-84a2101c9932.html
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.normantranscript.com/news/university_of_oklahoma/boren-taps-former-okla-senator-as-vp-of-governmental-relations/article_3bc8a25a-f2f7-590d-9f4f-84a2101c9932.html&summary=Boren%20taps%20former%20Okla.%20senator%20as%20VP%20of%20governmental%20relations%20to%20fight%20education%20budget%20cuts
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.normantranscript.com/news/university_of_oklahoma/boren-taps-former-okla-senator-as-vp-of-governmental-relations/article_3bc8a25a-f2f7-590d-9f4f-84a2101c9932.html&media=&description=Boren%20taps%20former%20Okla.%20senator%20as%20VP%20of%20governmental%20relations%20to%20fight%20education%20budget%20cuts
mailto:?subject=Boren%20taps%20former%20Okla.%20senator%20as%20VP%20of%20governmental%20relations%20to%20fight%20education%20budget%20cuts&body=http://www.normantranscript.com/news/university_of_oklahoma/boren-taps-former-okla-senator-as-vp-of-governmental-relations/article_3bc8a25a-f2f7-590d-9f4f-84a2101c9932.html
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkUXCtiP_S3nSxFbIcBBqt3alKv3nwB4MU0008Re7WzpYgdcDKE8oyAijawsmby0sw44ecS3cm1gBRlOKaGYUiJEaYP-Ab2OdKvqrtTqmFoWSctnEi_JGxjau5gh69Iq-CR2M-wHw4tcxqcrYbF_iVHGNtlEnnk5BdoMPjT-Oz_Z8haguv9xybFUO_ZfcQg2xZYKGqecTnw5gyqGhI8GKyVUbsQcenLF5eDf63af_ye5_ZP5sniTB_b9DBjzz3fA9Hn6dhDXICJiDA0zil_LLK&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMyDre8FRwpPEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://issuu.com/cnhioklahoma/docs/bedlam2016
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvkUXCtiP_S3nSxFbIcBBqt3alKv3nwB4MU0008Re7WzpYgdcDKE8oyAijawsmby0sw44ecS3cm1gBRlOKaGYUiJEaYP-Ab2OdKvqrtTqmFoWSctnEi_JGxjau5gh69Iq-CR2M-wHw4tcxqcrYbF_iVHGNtlEnnk5BdoMPjT-Oz_Z8haguv9xybFUO_ZfcQg2xZYKGqecTnw5gyqGhI8GKyVUbsQcenLF5eDf63af_ye5_ZP5sniTB_b9DBjzz3fA9Hn6dhDXICJiDA0zil_LLK&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMyDre8FRwpPEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://issuu.com/cnhioklahoma/docs/bedlam2016



