
4/4/2019 A: Main

1/2

By Mack Burke and Caleb Slinkard

Transcript Editors

Three locations in Norman were vandalized with racist
messages and symbols overnight, the third such
incident in the Oklahoma City metro in the past week.

The graffiti — which included ethnic slurs, swastikas,
and other hate speech — was spray-painted on the
Firehouse Art Center,

See VANDALISM Page A2

Rev. T. Sheri Dickerson of Black Lives Matter
Okahoma City and the Oklahoma Democratic Party
speaks to a crowd Wednesday night at the ‘Strike Back
with Love’ community rally at Lions Park in response
to Wednesday’s acts of vandalism. For video footage of
the event, visit normantranscript.com.
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McKinley Elementary School and the Cleveland
County Democratic Party headquarters.

Firehouse executive director Douglas Elder said a
teacher left the building at 9:30 p.m. Tuesday evening
and there was no sign of vandalism. Elder found it at 7
a.m. when he was preparing to go meet with state
representatives at the Capitol.

“It doesn’t make sense,” he said. “It’s just really sad to
see in our community.”

He said there was an immediate outpouring of support
from the community.

“People want to clean this up. We have it covered, but
the sculptures are fragile,” Elder said. “We can’t just
power wash them. We appreciate all the support and

better standing with those attacked and condemning
such attacks. As a society, we must do better at
educating our children about acceptance, equality and
the pain that these images cause to those around us. As
long as these heinous acts keep happening, we all must
do better.”

Last week, the Democratic Party’s state headquarters
and the Chickasaw Nation office in Oklahoma City
were vandalized with racist and homophobic messages.
Oklahoma City police and Norman police have
reviewed video evidence from both incidents, and
believe the two sets of vandalism were committed by
the same woman.

The two departments are working together on the
investigation, according to Norman Public Safety
Information Officer Sarah Jensen. Video released by
NPD and still images from OKCPD show a blonde
woman driving away from the scenes in what appears
to be a silver Mazda Protege. Individuals with
information about the incident are encouraged to
contact NPD at 405-3666447 or Crime Stoppers at
405-366-7867.
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Three Norman locations defaced with racist graffiti
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help to clean this, but we do need to be careful when
cleaning the artwork.”

Norman Public Schools Superintendent Nick
Migliorino said he “disgusted and heartbroken” when
he learned about the messages.

“We condemn these messages of hate, and the
cowardly person or persons responsible for them, in the
strongest possible terms,” he said. “They are in direct
opposition to our stated core values of integrity,
inclusiveness, optimism and collaboration. Norman
Public Schools, as a reflection of our community,
stands as a place where students, families and staff of
all backgrounds are welcomed and celebrated. The
perpetrator of this deplorable vandalism does not
represent the spirit of our schools or the tens of
thousands of residents who stand united against hate
and bigotry.

“I am grateful for and proud of our school staff’s quick
response this morning. We will cooperate fully with
Norman Police and assist in any way we can to ensure
that the culprit is prosecuted to fullest extent of the
law.”

Community members, elected officials and
organizations like the county’s Republican Party and
CAIR-Oklahoma denounced the vandalism.

“We must do better,” said Rep. Emily Virgin (D-
Norman), the state house minority leader. “As
individuals, we must do better at respecting and
accepting the differences between each other. As a
community, we must do

Norman Police inspect graffiti and a note tied to the
front door at the Cleveland County Democratic Party
Headquarters, 300 W Gray St.

Cody Giles / The Transcript “We must do better. As
individuals, we must do better at respecting and
accepting the differences between each other. As a
community, we must do better standing with those
attacked and condemning such attacks. As a society,
we must do better at educating our children about
acceptance, equality and the pain that these images
cause to those around us. As long as these heinous acts
keep happening, we all must do better.”

Emily Virgin, Rep. (D-Norman)
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