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Just a brief update to give the community some vital connection tools during Pastor Heather’s upcoming Sabbatical.

As a quick thumbnail of the timeline:
· We will send Pastor Heather off on Sunday December 29 with one worship service at 9am. Instead of “Lessons & Carols,” this will be a service of “Lessons & Laughter” to remind us of the deep joy of the Christmas season as well as what it is to DELIGHT in God’s many gifts to us.
· Pastor Heather will then be out of the office and contact from January 1 – February 12, 2025. She will not be receiving emails, phone calls, or texts from community partners during this time. You may see her out and about in the community and it’s fine to say hello, but please refrain from any pastoral communication during this time.
· As a congregation, we will be asking the question: “What Makes Your Heart Sing?” and together create a visual display down the hallway with our preliminary answers.
· Beginning on Wednesday January 15, Kathy Michaelis will offer a Zoom study of John Mark Comer’s (Ruthless Elimination of Hurry) new resource called “Practicing the Way.” 
· CJ Webster, Licensed Therapist, will also help us talk about how to address mental health and wellness in the midst of complicated lives – how does that affect our spiritual well-being and the ability for our hearts to sing? Watch for these conversations on Sundays at 11am in January.
· The Bishop will be with us for our Annual Meeting on February 2nd as we enjoy one big worship service, brunch together, and our mission meeting.
· Pastor Heather will then be back in worship on Sunday February 16 and with us through Lent, Easter, and the end of the program year. Her second leave will be from May 19 – June 30, 2025.

If you have any questions about Sabbatical, please do not hesitate to talk to Pastor before she leaves, the Sabbatical Planning Team members, or the Church Council. 

SABBATICAL TEAM MEMBERS:
Ann Krebs Byrne	Deb Kohlwey		Kathy Michaelis	    Dave Mullen	Gregg Schieve

There will be on-call pastoral coverage each week of Pastor Heather’s leave so if you experience an emergency, please call the church office and you will be connected with that local pastor. If no one is able to answer the phone, please leave a message as they will be checked daily.

Council members will also be taking on extra duties to ensure the staff and community have what they need. For reference, please see the pictures of Council members in the office window.



Thank you for your prayers during this time – 
For Pastor Heather and her family…
For the leaders taking on extra roles during this time…
And for our whole community as we DELIGHT in God’s gifts to us!
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