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Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time 

as this. 

  

We have been on a journey the past few days. And at the risk of beating 

the metaphor totally into the ground, I have one more companion for your 

path. 

  

Queen Esther was not, to my knowledge, an Episcopalian. Nevertheless, 

she is a wonderful model for us. On my own spiritual path, Esther has given 

me one of my most important and helpful lessons: what I think of as The 

Esther Moment. 

  

You probably know Esther’s story, which is found in the apocrypha. 

(Random fun fact: the Book of Esther is the only book in the Bible that 

doesn’t mention God.) Esther is a heroine from the time of the Exile of the 

Hebrew people. She was a favorite, one of many, concubines of King 

Ahasuerus of Persia. Esther was a Jew, but kept her religious identity a 

secret. The book of Esther is a real page-turner, full of palace intrigue and 

melodrama. In our lesson today, Esther’s uncle Mordecai has discovered a 

plot against the Jewish people, and he sends a message to Esther inside 

the palace. He wants her to plead with the king to spare the Jews. This is 

Esther’s great moment: she is being called to go and do something, but she 

knows that there is great risk to following the call. Mordecai convinces her 

with this argument: Who knows? Maybe it is for this reason that you are 
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where you are. Here you are. This is your Esther moment. Do what you 

can. 

  

  

  

  

What does it mean to go? “Go” is a little verb, but it is also an imperative, a 

command. This tiny word can also be an epic word. In the Gospel of 

Matthew, the risen Jesus’ final words to his disciples were so epic we know 

them by a title: The Great Commission. This is Jesus’ last chance to impart 

wisdom and encouragement, Jesus didn’t say, “Y’all just stay here and wait 

for me to come back.” He didn’t say, “Let’s get some churches built so 

everybody can sit in rows and worship me in the same way week after 

week.” Nor did Jesus say, “Oh, and by the way: Here’s a list of people I 

don’t love.” 

  

No, Jesus’ last word was “Go.” Go and make disciples of all nations. Tell 

others about me, spread what I have taught you. Share the love. 

  

Our world is in chaos in so many ways. The principalities and powers seem 

hellbent on undermining and crushing the poor, the week, and the 

marginalized. This is our Esther moment. We are called in our baptism to 

seek and serve Christ in all persons, respecting the dignity of every human 

being. It is urgent that we go and share God’s good news, to bear the light 

into the darkness all around us. Along the way, there will be challenges, 
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tests of character, opportunities to be kind. Going out to share the word 

every day, everywhere requires starting within oneself. As Jesus told the 

lawyer when he asked which was the greatest commandment: “‘You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a 

second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  

  

  

  

Jesus promised, when he returned to his Father, that he would not leave us 

comfortless. But notice that Jesus did NOT promise to leave us 

comfortable. It is entirely possible to become too comfortable in one’s faith 

journey. God does not intend for us to stay forever in one place, one habit, 

one spiritual niche. We are always called to Go. We are called to keep 

moving: spiritually, physically, and emotionally. That is good news. And the 

rest of the news is even better: “Surely, I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.” Thanks be to God. 

  

Love God, love your neighbor, love yourself. Go. Do God’s work in the 

world, and in the Church. Share the Good News of God in Christ. But it is 

also very important to remember that you can’t share what you don’t have. 

So remember to tend your soul. We will not always know where we are 

going. But we go anyway. 

Who knows? Maybe it is for this reason that you are where you are. Here 

you are. This is your Esther moment. Do what you can. 
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Let us pray  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent 

your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those 

who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find 

you, bring the nations into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

  
 


