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Tuesday 7/10 Morning 
Deuteronomy 2:7 
Surely the LORD your God has blessed you in all your undertakings; he knows your 
going through this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with 
you; you have lacked nothing. 
  
Our Heroine’s journey is nearing its end. We started at home. Then we answered God’s 
call to leave home and go on an adventure. The going got tough for a while, as we got 
lost and faced ogres in the dark woods. But suddenly, we emerge victorious from the 
woods. There is a new sense of having to overcome obstacles, and learned something 
about ourselves. We turn a corner with new self-knowledge, and new wisdom. In this 
final leg of our journey home to God, we realize that in the struggle, we have gained the 
fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace. The conflicts faced during the dark night of the soul 
invigorate with love, and lead to an acceptance that brings us close again to God. Our 
guidepost today is a woman who embodies the fruits of the Spirit borne out of struggle, 
a woman who represents the best in Christian witness. 
  
Deaconess Anna Ellison Butler Alexander was born in 1865 to recently emancipated 
slaves on St. Simons Island, Georgia. She is the only African American in the Episcopal 
Church set aside in the order of deaconess, an honor conferred upon her in 1907. 
  
Deaconess Alexander founded Good Shepherd Church in rural Glynn County’s Pennick 
community where she taught children to read in a one-room schoolhouse; the tradition 
is that for her lessons she used the Book of Common Prayer and the Bible. She 
ministered in Pennick for 53 years, making a 40-mile roundtrip by boat and on foot 
every Sunday, always wearing the distinctive dress of a deaconess. 
  
Deaconess Alexander served in difficult times. The Diocese of Georgia segregated her 
congregations in 1907 and African-American congregations were not invited to another 
diocesan convention until 1947. She is a model of faith translated into active love. She 
gave herself in service to God by serving her community and Church, living and working 
within a culture of bigotry. Her own people were often maligned and ill-treated. Although 
Anna Alexander lived in a society that was often hateful, she rejected hate. She rejected 
anger as a wasteful emotion. Under “Jim Crow,” educating rural black children mattered 
little. What the state denied, the Church must provide. Whatever Anna accomplished, 
she found the resources herself. It was only in the 1950s—after her death—that women 
set aside as a deaconess was recognized as being in deacon’s orders. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+2:7&version=NRSV
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In 1998, Bishop Henry Louttit, Jr. of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia named Anna 
Alexander a Saint of Georgia.  The Standing Committee on Liturgy and Music has 
recommended that the Episcopal Church add Deaconess Alexander to Lesser Feasts 
and Fasts. That vote will come before this General Convention later this week. 
Suggested date of commemoration is September 24. 
  
Let us pray. O God, you called Anna Alexander as a deaconess in your Church, and 
sent her as teacher and evangelist to the people of Georgia: Grant us the humility to go 
wherever you send us, and the wisdom to teach the word of Christ to whoever we meet, 
that all may come to the enlightenment which you intend for your people; through Jesus 
Christ, our Teacher and Savior. Amen. 
 


