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LANGUAGE & IDENTITY: IMPLICATIONS FOR 
AN HSI IN SOUTHERN COLORADO

SUMMARY
The 2024 4th Annual Summer Institute will explore the relationship between language and identity through the lens
of a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) in Southern Colorado. We will learn about our communities’ experiences with

the Spanish language, including those who speak it as a native tongue, those whose ancestors spoke it and feel
deeply connected, and those who are learning it in a classroom setting. Topics will also include a discussion of the

unique Spanish spoken in Southern Colorado and examples of poetry  and storytelling from the region. Finally, we will
learn about the concept of “linguistic servingness” as a framework for serving students and its application at an

institution in Colorado to showcase best practices. 

This one-day workshop will provide professional development for CSU Pueblo faculty and staff. It will also be
informative for students and community members. All are welcome. There is no cost for the Institute, which is

supported by CSU Pueblo Library and the Office of Hispanic Serving Institutions Initiatives.

Refreshments

Opening Remarks

8:30 - 9:45| Dr. Alegria Ribadeneira

8:20| Welcome

9:45| Networking break

10:00 - 11:15| Dr. Meliza Ramirez

¿Quién Soy?: Embracing Identity Exploration Through
Language Studies at a Hispanic-Serving Institution

11:15 - 12:00| Aaron abeyta

Dichos, Cuentos y Mas: That Which We Will
Never See Again We Must Forever Love

Refreshments

Linguistic Servingness: Theory and Application

Complementary Lunch Buffet

1:15 - 2:15| CSU Pueblo Student Panel

12:00 | Lunch

2:15 - 2:30| Networking break

2:30 - 3:45| Dr. Rebecca Chavez

CSU Pueblo Student Panel 

3:45 - 4:30| Nicolás cabrera

El camino que no se tomó: Spanish Poetry from
New Mexico

4:30| Wrapup

Closing Remarks

Embracing Cultural Identity Through the Use of Spanish
as a Heritage Language in the San Luis Valley
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