Public Comment Template
RE: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) – Docket ID ED-2025-OPE-0944 Subject: Opposition to the Exclusion of Nursing from the Definition of "Professional Degree"
Dear Secretary of Education,
I am writing as a [Registered Nurse / Nurse Practitioner / Clinical Nurse Specialist / Nurse Educator] and a member of the International Society of Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurses (ISPN). I strongly urge the Department of Education to revise the proposed rule to explicitly include post-baccalaureate nursing degrees (MSN, DNP, and PhD) in the definition of “professional degrees” for federal student loan purposes.
As the Department is aware, the current proposal excludes nursing from the professional degree list, effectively capping federal borrowing for graduate nursing students at $100,000—half of the $200,000 limit afforded to other healthcare professions like medicine, dentistry, and clinical psychology. This reclassification is detrimental for the following reasons:
1. Disregard for Clinical Autonomy and Licensure: The Department’s rationale that nurses are “supervised” is fundamentally inaccurate. Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) have full practice authority in over half of U.S. states and are independent practitioners. Excluding nursing disregards decades of progress in health profession parity.
2. Worsening the Mental Health Workforce Crisis: As a psychiatric-mental health nurse, I see firsthand the shortage of providers. By limiting the financial resources available for graduate education, the Department is creating a barrier for nurses to enter advanced practice roles, which are critical to addressing the national mental health crisis.
3. Threat to the Nursing Faculty Pipeline: Graduate degrees are required to teach in nursing schools. Lower loan caps will deter nurses from pursuing the doctoral degrees necessary to educate the next generation of nurses, further exacerbating the bedside nursing shortage.
4. Personal Impact [OPTIONAL – HIGHLY RECOMMENDED]: [Example: I personally owe $X in student loans to achieve my DNP. Without the higher loan limits, I would not have been able to complete my degree and serve the [Rural/Underserved] community where I currently practice.]
Nursing is a profession rooted in rigorous evidence-based practice and independent clinical judgment. I request that the Department acknowledge this reality and ensure that nursing students have equal access to the financial tools necessary to sustain our nation's healthcare infrastructure.
Sincerely,
[Your Name, Credentials] [Your City, State] [Your Professional Title/Affiliation]

