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Dear Students and Teachers,
In response to an overwhelming demand for supplemental materials,
we are delighted to provide this Bibliography, it is a compilation of
suggested books broken down into the following sections:
• Elementary School (Children’s Books)
• Middle School
• High School (Young Adult)
These resources will enable you to learn the authentic history and
lessons of the Holocaust so that you are equipped to confront hatred,
bigotry and prejudice in your own lives.
It is the goal of the Holocaust Documentation & Education Center to
ensure that what happened to our Holocaust Survivors never happens
to our students, and, further, to encourage our students to be
ambassadors for the lessons learned from the past to build a brighter
tomorrow.
Best regards,

Rositta E. Kenigsberg
President

Elementary School (Children’s Books)
The Number on My Grandfather’s Arm
By: David A. Adler
Publisher: URJ Press (October 1, 1987)
https://www.amazon.com/Number-My-Grandfathers-Arm/dp/0807403288

The moving story of a young girl who learns her grandfather's experience in Auschwitz and then helps
him overcome his sensitivity about the number on his arm, this award-winning picture book gives young
children just enough information about the Holocaust without overwhelming them. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 1 – 4

1

One Yellow Daffodil: A Hanukkah Story
By: David A. Adler
Publisher: Voyager Books (September 7, 1999)
https://www.amazon.com/One-Yellow-Daffodil-Hanukkah-Story/dp/0152020942

A Holocaust survivor finds the strength to remember what he went through with the help of his family
in a powerful Hanukkah tale. (Google)
Suggested Grade Level: 1 – 4

2

Twenty and Ten
By: C.H. Bishop
Publisher: Puffin Books, Reprint Edition (March 30, 1978)
https://www.amazon.com/Twenty-Ten-Claire-Huchet-Bishop/dp/0140310762

A powerful look at an unforgettable era in history
“If we take these children, we can never betray them, no matter what the Nazis do.”
During the German occupation of France, twenty French children were brought to a refuge in the
mountains. One day a young man came to their school with a request: Could they take in, and hide,
ten Jewish refugee children?
Sister Gabriel spoke up. “The Nazis are looking for those children. If we take them, we must never let
on they are here. Do you understand?”
Of course, the children understood—but how would they hide them if the Nazis came? (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

3

Music for the End of Time
By: Jen Bryant
Publisher: Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, Translation edition (August 4, 2005)
https://www.amazon.com/Music-End-Time-Bryant/dp/0802852297

A poignant story of humanity, creativity, and survival. Olivier Messiaen, a well-known French composer,
was captured by the Germans during World War II and taken to a prison camp. In her softly flowing
watercolor paintings, Peck portrays him as a pale, bespectacled man clutching a pack of sheet music.
For an unexplained reason, a German officer allowed the musician to use a small room to continue to
write. Although he wondered if anyone would ever hear his work, he pressed on, finally finding
inspiration in the song of a nightingale. The illustration shows the notes rising from his pen in a
triumphant arch intertwined with songbirds. With the arrival of two new prisoners carrying instrument
cases, Messiaen gained hope. Finally, the composition was performed by a quartet in front of 5000
prisoners. Again, this moment is reinforced with a scene that shows the darkness of the winter day and
camp enlightened by the music as the notes–presented in bands of yellow and entwined with
nightingales–flow above the audience. Use this book with other stories of triumph over suffering, such
as Ken Mochizuki's Baseball Saved Us (Lee & Low, 1993) or Louise Borden's The Greatest Skating
Race (S & S, 2004). Better yet, play Messiaen's Quartet for the End of Time as you read it.
Review by: Jane Marino, Bronxville Public Library, NY division of Reed Elsevier Inc.
Suggested Grade Level: 3 – 5
4

Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust
By: Eve Bunting
Publisher: The Jewish Publication Society, Revised edition (September 1, 1989)
https://www.amazon.com/Terrible-Things-Holocaust-Eve-Bunting/dp/0827605072

This unique introduction to the Holocaust encourages young children to stand up for what they think is
right, without waiting for others to join them. Terrible Things tells the story of a young rabbit who
watches as time after time the "terrible things" swoop in and take away different groups of animals living
in the forest, until the rabbits are last to remain. It is only when the rabbits are subsequently taken away
by the terrible things that the reader learns that if all the animals of the forest had initially stood together
against the terrible things, perhaps they would have all survived.
Review by: Anti-Defamation League
Suggested Grade Level: 1 – 3

5

The Yellow Star: The Legend of King Christian X of Denmark
By: Carmen Agra Deedy (Author), Henri Sorensen (Illustrator)
Publisher: Peachtree Publishing Company (September 1, 2000)
https://www.amazon.com/Yellow-Star-Legend-Christian-Denmark/dp/1561452084

Carmen Agra Deedy’s award-winning retelling of a powerful World War II legend.
Without the yellow star to point them out, the Jews looked like any other Danes.
In 1940, Nazis occupied Denmark and King Christian X, beloved amongst his people, has to find some
way to resist their overwhelming power. When the order goes out that all Jews must wear a yellow star
on their clothes, the king has an idea that might just work. But it would take the faith and commitment
of all Danes.
In this retelling of a World War II legend, New York Times best-selling author Carmen Agra Deedy
poignantly remind us of the power of a good, wise leader. Paired with Henri Sørensen’s arresting fullcolor portraits, this is a powerful and dignified story of heroic justice. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 2 – 5

6

Jacob’s Rescue
By: M. Drucker and M. Halperin
Publisher: Yearling, Reissue edition (July 1, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Jacobs-Rescue-Malka-Drucker/dp/0440409659

Based on a true story, and from the co-author of Rescuers, the courageous and vividly told story of one
boy and the courageous family who risks everything to save him.
Once Jacob Gutgeld lived with his family in a beautiful house in Warsaw, Poland. He went to school
and played hide-and-seek in the woods with his friends. But everything changed the day the Nazi
soldiers invaded in 1939. Suddenly it wasn't safe to be Jewish anymore. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

7

Irena Sendler and the Children of the Warsaw Ghetto
By: Susan Rubin Goldman (Author), Bill Farnsworth (Illustrator)
Publisher: Holiday House (January 1, 2011)
https://www.amazon.com/Irena-Sendler-Children-Warsaw-Ghetto/dp/0823422518

Irena, a young, Catholic social worker living in Warsaw during World War II, did her best in aiding the
many refugees that were filtering into Poland by bringing them bread and attending to the wounded. In 1939, when Poland fell to the Germans, Irena, an eyewitness to the squalor and lack of food,
feared for the lives of the Jews and immediately joined the resistance movement of the Polish Socialist
party. As she watched the city’s Jewish population become confined to the overcrowded walls of the
Warsaw Ghetto, Sendler, disguised as a nurse, obtained a forged medical pass and dedicated her life
to saving the children before they could be sent off to Treblinka. With the backing of an underground
organization, Irena organized daring routes of escape through the sewer system, smuggled children
out through floorboards in ambulances, bodybags and coffins, and transported babies in suitcases and
potato sacks. Hoping the children would be reunited with their families, Irena kept secret records of
their true identities that were carefully concealed in jars that were buried in a neighboring garden.
Irena’s life was often marked by fear and despair; when her “work” was discovered by the Gestapo,
she was jailed, tortured and miraculously escaped execution by a firing squad. On the run at the end
of the war, Irena was shunned and labeled a traitor by the Soviet government until the collapse of
Communism in Poland in1989. This dramatic tale is paired with arresting, oversized oil illustrations that
are often haunting and bleak. Illustrator, Bill Farnsworth skillfully captures the fear and darkness of the
war. Irena is often surrounded by a white background and appears luminous. Personal commentaries
from interviews of some of the children Irena saved are interspersed through the text and add a dimension of realism. Excellent notes at the back of the book, which include a resource bibliography and a
detailed index, make this a worthwhile read. Recommended for ages 8 – 12.
Debra Gold has been a children’s librarian for over 20 years in the Cuyahoga County Public Library
System. An active member of the ALA, she has served on many committees including the Caldecott,
Newbery and Batchelder committees.
8

The Tattooed Torah
By: Marvell Ginsburg (Author), Martin Lemelman (Illustrator)
Publisher: UNKNO (November 1, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Tattooed-Gershman-Illustrator-Marvell-Ginsburg/dp/0807402524

This true story of the rescue and restoration of a small Torah from Brno, Czechoslovakia, teaches the
Holocaust not only as a period of destruction but also as an opportunity for redemption. (Google)
Suggested Grade Level: 4+

9

The Tree in the Courtyard: Looking Through Anne Frank’s Window
By: Jeff Gottesfeld (Author), Peter McCarty (Illustrator)
Publisher: Knopf Books for Young Readers (March 8, 2016)
https://www.amazon.com/Tree-Courtyard-Looking-Through-Franks/dp/0385753977

A New York Times Best Illustrated Children's Book
A New York Public Library Best Book for Kids, 2016
Told from the perspective of the tree outside Anne Frank's window—and illustrated by a Caldecott
Honor artist—this book introduces her story in a gentle and incredibly powerful way to a young
audience.
The tree in the courtyard was a horse chestnut. Her leaves were green stars; her flowers foaming cones
of white and pink. Seagulls flocked to her shade. She spread roots and reached skyward in peace.
The tree watched a little girl, who played and laughed and wrote in a diary. When strangers invaded
the city and warplanes roared overhead, the tree watched the girl peek out of the curtained window of
the annex. It watched as she and her family were taken away—and when her father returned after the
war, alone.
The tree died the summer Anne Frank would have turned eighty-one, but its seeds and saplings have
been planted around the world as a symbol of peace. Its story, and Anne’s story, are beautifully told
and illustrated in this powerful picture book. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 2 – 4
10

The Harmonica
By: Tony Johnston (Author), Ron Mazellan (Illustrator)
Publisher: Charlesbridge (July 1, 2008)
https://www.amazon.com/Harmonica-Tony-Johnston/dp/1570914893

This powerful story, inspired by the life of a Holocaust survivor, is a testament to the human spirit and
the transcendent power of music.
When the Nazis invaded Poland, a family is split apart. The parents are sent to one concentration camp,
their son to another. Only his father's gift, a harmonica, keeps the boy's hopes alive and, miraculously,
ensures his survival. When an officer discovers his talent, he makes the boy play each night. Through
music the boy invokes his parents and brings comfort to the other prisoners, lifting their spirits if only
for a moment at time.
Ron Mazellan's luminous artwork depicts the bleakness of the time, while letting the beauty that hope
can bring through the darkness shine. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 3 – 5

11

Brundibar
By: Tony Kushner (Author), Maurice Sendak (Illustrator)
Publisher: Hyperion Book CH (November 1, 2003)
https://www.amazon.com/Brundibar-Tony-Kushner/dp/0786809043

Based on a Czech opera that was performed 55 times by children in Terezin, a Nazi concentration
camp, Brundibar is an odd, urgent little tale of a brother and sister who are desperately trying to get
their hands on some milk for their sick mother. They race to the village center, only to discover that they
need money to buy milk. Unfortunately, all the money in town seems to be going to the nefarious hurdygurdy man, Brundibar. Enter three talking animals and 300 willing children (bearing balloons stating
"WE DON’T MIND SKIPPING SCHOOL"), and things start looking up for little Aninku and Pepicek.
Retold by playwright Tony Kushner and illustrated by Caldecott Medal recipient Maurice Sendak, this
operatic story is just nutty enough to become a favorite for open-minded young readers. Sendak fans
will smile to see the village baker, who bears a striking resemblance to the baker in Sendak's In the
Night Kitchen. His chaotic, jam-packed illustrations reveal witty little subplots to the libretto text (written
all in upper case), which sharp-eyed readers will enjoy discovering.
Editorial Review by Emilie Coulter
Suggested Grade Level: 5 – 9

12

Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story
By: Ken Mochizuki
Publisher: National Geographic School (July 13, 2010)
https://www.amazon.com/Passage-Freedom-Sugihara-Story-Shine/dp/1584301570

Against the order of his government, a Japanese diplomat in Lithuania issued thousands of visas to
Jewish refugees to help them flee the Nazis during World War II. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

13

Waiting for Anya
By: M. Morpurgo
Publisher: Puffin Books, Reprint edition (January 1, 1997)
https://www.amazon.com/Waiting-Anya-Michael-Morpurgo/dp/0140384316

The gripping story of a boy who risks his life to take Jewish refugees to safety during World War II.
A reclusive widow’s farm has become a haven for a growing band of Jewish children hiding from the
Nazis. Jo knows he must keep the secret, and help out any way he can. But when German soldiers
move into town, the danger suddenly becomes much more real. As Jo knows all too well, the penalty
for helping these children escape is death.
"In its understated style and gentle telling of a harsh lesson, the story is reminiscent of Lois
Lowry's Number the Stars." —School Library Journal
“Action-packed . . . Morpurgo’s characters rise above the two-dimensional, giving young people much
to ponder in the areas of good versus evil and hero versus villain.” —The Horn Book
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

14

The Patchwork Torah
By: Allison Ofanansky (Author), Elsa Oriol (Illustrator)
Publisher: Kar-Ben Publishing; Illustrated edition (January 1, 2014)
https://www.amazon.com/Patchwork-Torah-Sukkot-Simchat/dp/146770427X

In the tradition of the much beloved book, The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco, The Patchwork
Torah teaches us how Jews connect across time and place. During the Holocaust, David’s grandfather,
a sofer (scribe), saves damaged Torah scrolls to repair “someday maybe.” As David grows and
becomes a sofer too, he also holds on to damaged Torahs. His granddaughter asks why there are
unused scrolls in his closet and she suggests that he put the undamaged parts of each together to
make a ‘patchwork Torah.’
Through its serene, oil-painted illustrations and warm language, The Patchwork Torah demonstrates
the importance of cycles in Judaism — the cycle of the reading of the Torah ending and beginning on
the holiday of Simchat Torah, the cycle of the generations and re-cycling. It also takes readers on
a quick trip across the twentieth century in American Jewish life, from scrap drives to the fight against
Hitler to welcoming refugees to Hurricane Katrina.
Paula Chaiken has worked in a variety of capacities in the Jewish world — teaching in religious school,
curating at the Spertus Museum and fundraising for the Federation — for more than twenty years. She
also runs a boutique public relations consulting firm and enjoys reading all sorts of books with her
three sons.
Suggested Grade Level: 2 – 5
15

The Butterfly
By: Patricia Polacco
Publisher: Puffin Books; Reprint edition (February 5, 2009)
https://www.amazon.com/Butterfly-Patricia-Polacco/dp/0142413062

Ever since the Nazis marched into Monique’s small French village, terrorizing it, nothing surprises her,
until the night Monique encounters “the little ghost” sitting at the end of her bed. She turns out to be a
girl named Sevrine, who has been hiding from the Nazis in Monique’s basement. Playing after dark,
the two become friends, until, in a terrifying moment, they are discovered, sending both of their families
into a nighttime flight. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 1 – 4

16

Anne Frank
By: Josephine Poole (Author), Angela Barrett (Illustrator)
Publisher: Random House Children’s Publishers UK: UK ed. Edition (June 7, 2007)
https://www.amazon.com/Anne-Frank-Josephine-Poole/dp/0099409763

Most illustrated books with Holocaust settings are for older children, but this one serves as both an
introduction to Anne Frank and to the cataclysmic times in which she lived. Children as young as eight
will identify with the “ordinary little girl, someone you might sit next to in class,” who shared the misfortune of millions of other European Jews to live, increasingly frightened and hunted, during the Shoah.
The experiences of the Frank family are placed in historical context, from their move to Holland and
their exclusion from normal life, to their hiding in the secret annex, their betrayal, and the death of all of
the family but Otto Frank, whose survival resulted in Anne’s diary becoming known to the world. Poole’s
crystal-clear narrative distills Anne’s short life through the prism of her emotions — fear, boredom, family squabbles, her growing love for Peter, and the outlet of writing to “Dear Kitty.” Barrett’s elegant illustrations are an essential part of the story in that they place the Franks and their confined existence
within expressively rendered scenes of both historic and domestic significance. The last double-page
spread shows Miep handing Otto Frank Anne’s diary, accompanied by the final words of the text: “Anne
Frank was no more than a girl, and her short life had come to an end. But her story was just beginning.”
An endnote describes the publication of the diary and gives a detailed chronology.
Linda R. Silver is a specialist in Jewish children’s literature. She the author of Best Jewish Books for
Children and Teens: A JPS Guide (The Jewish Publication Society, 2010) and The Jewish Values Finder: A Guide to Values in Jewish Children’s Literature (Neal-Schuman, 2008).
Suggested Grade Level: 2 - 6
17

David and Max
By: Gary Provost and Gail Levine Provost
Publisher: The Jewish Publication Society (August 1, 2006)
https://www.amazon.com/David-Max-Gail-Provost-Stockwell/dp/0827608373

Twelve-year-old David takes his basketball along on summer vacation, hoping to find a court and some
friends at the beach community. Whatever happens, he knows that he can count on Max, his
grandfather, for good times and lots of laughs. He finds much more. Unexpectedly, David and Max,
along with David’s new friend Candy, become caught up in a search for a man Max thought had died
in the Holocaust. Slowly, David learns about Max’s terrible years during World War II, information that
Max had never intended to tell. As he comes to terms with Max’s horrific memories, David grows to
understand more about the meaning of honesty—and about himself. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

18

Hedy’s Journey: The True Story of a Hungarian Girl Fleeing the Holocaust
By: El Primo Ramon, Michelle Bisson
Publisher: Capstone Press (August 1, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Hedys-Journey-Hungarian-Holocaust-Nonfiction/dp/1515782220

Due to a missing ticket, sixteen-year-old Hedy has been separated from her family as they attempt to
escape the Nazi infiltration into Hungary. Illustrations showing drooping postures and anxious facial
expressions depict the insecurity of a young girl who knows her family must leave immediately rather
than wait for a full complement of tickets; otherwise it may be too late. Although Hedy tells her story in
matter-of-fact language, the illustrations convey her anxiety and fear, showing a teenager traveling
alone during a dangerous time. The inclusion of family photographs and use of conversational language
communicate to the reader the terror and fright of this young Jewish girl, doing her best to maintain her
composure and her judgment as she wends her way toward neutral Portugal. There, she finally meets
her worried family in time to board a boat to America.
Highly recommended, the book also includes a useful timeline of Hitler’s devastating progress
and maps.
Marcia W. Posner, Ph.D., of the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau County, is the
library and program director. An author and playwright herself, she loves reviewing for JBW and reading
all the other reviews and articles in this marvelous periodical.
Suggested Grade Level: 3 – 8

19

I Will Come Back For You: A Family in Hiding During World War II
By: Marisabina Russo
Publisher: Dragonfly Books; Reprint edition (March 11, 2014)
https://www.amazon.com/I-Will-Come-Back-You/dp/0385391498

What was it like to grow up Jewish in Italy during World War II? Sit with a little girl as her grandmother
tells the story of her childhood in Rome, of being separated from her father, and of going into hiding in
the mountains. Based on the experiences of the author's own family, this deeply moving book set during
the Holocaust deals with a difficult subject in a way that is accessible and appropriate for young
readers. I Will Come Back for You is an incredible story of bravery and kindness in the face of danger.
(Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: K – 4

20

A Pocket Full of Seeds
By: Marilyn Sachs
Publisher: iUniverse (February 7, 2005)
https://www.amazon.com/Pocket-Full-Seeds-Marilyn-Sachs/dp/0595338461

Nicole Nieman has never really thought about being Jewish. Now, with the Nazis occupying France, it
is the only thing on her mind. An almost endless stream of refugees comes to stay at their house, and
her parents wonder if they too ought to escape over the border to Switzerland or take the chance and
wait it out. Then one awful day Nicole comes home from school to find her parents and her sister gone.
The Nazis who have taken them are still looking for her. Where can Nicole hide? And will she ever see
her family again? “A significant addition to the growing collection of children's books dealing with World
War II."-The Boston Globe (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

21

A Concert in the Sand
By: Tami Shem-Tov (Author), Rachella Sandbank (Author), Avi Ofer (Illustrator)
Publisher: Kar-Ben Publishing (January 1, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Concert-Sand-PB-Tami-Shem-Tov/dp/1512401013

This warm, delicious, slim volume is bona fide historical fiction about the first concert by the orchestra
that will become the Israel Philharmonic. Humor laced mobile illustrations support the story of a mysterious walk that Uri, a young boy, takes with his grandmother in Tel Aviv in December 1936. The
unfolding plot keeps youngsters engaged in the mystery surrounding the outing: where is grandma
going? What are those men carrying in those funny shaped cases? As the grandson walks, he spies
and seeks clues. We learn that grandma is a German-Jewish refugee from Nazism, safe but homesick
in Palestine. She knows music and some of the musicians, especially the man who created this orchestra, violinist Bronislaw Huberman. He saved the lives of 70 musicians by taking them to play outside
Europe. (The picture book itself does not delve into this sad Holocaust reason to start the orchestra,
but the end note skims it.) Uri meets Huberman and gains a new, prideful view of his grandparent. Told
in the first person by Uri, the picture book reveals not only his walk and the solution to his questions
about the strangers, but his great relationship with his grandmother, the denizens of developing Tel
Aviv and the emotional power of music; yes a teary eyed ending. By the end of the walk, the two are
leading a parade of fisherman, construction workers, sales people, shoppers and sidewalk strollers into
the auditorium. Arturo Toscanini is the conductor who brings the music from Uri’s ears to his heart: not
to be missed by readers ages 4 – 9.
Ellen G. Cole, the librarian of the Levine Library of Temple Isaiah in Los Angeles, is a past judge of the
Sydney Taylor Book Awards and a past chairperson of that committee. She is a co-author of
the AJL guide, Excellence in Jewish Children’s Literature. She is on the board of AJLSC.
Suggested Grade Level: K – 3
22

Journey Home
By: Yoshiko Uchida
Publisher: Aladdin; Reprint edition (October 31, 1992)
https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Aladdin-Books-Yoshiko-Uchida/dp/0689716419

After their release from an American concentration camp, a Japanese-American girl and her family try
to reconstruct their lives amidst strong anti-Japanese feelings which breed fear, distrust, and violence.
(Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 6

23

The Never-Ending Greenness: We Made Israel Bloom
By: Neil Waldman
Publisher: William Morrow & Co; First Printing edition (March 1, 1997)
https://www.amazon.com/Never-Ending-Greenness-Neil-Waldman/dp/1590780647

At the end of WWII, a boy and his family move from Lithuania's Vilna ghetto to Israel and begin planting
trees in barren land in The Never-Ending Greenness: We Made Israel Bloom (1997) by Neil Waldman.
But even before the trees grow, Waldman depicts Van Gogh-esque landscapes of waving fiesta-bright
lines and confetti-like skies. An author's note explains that the tradition continues in the annual treeplanting ceremony for the holiday of Tu b'Shvat. (Publishers Weekly)
Suggested Grade Level: K – 3

24

Benno and the Night of Broken Glass
By: Meg Wiviott (Author), Josee Bisaillon (Illustrator)
Publisher: Kar-Ben Publishing; Illustrated edition (January 1, 2010)
https://www.amazon.com/Benno-Night-Broken-Glass-Holocaust/dp/0822599759

"Through the eyes of an orange and white cat, readers are introduced to the harrowing event known
as Kristallnacht. Benno spends his days observing the friendly, predictable rituals in his neighborhood:
girls walking together to school, shopkeepers selling their wares, a Jewish family eating Sabbath dinner,
a Christian family eating Sunday lunch. Then one night, he sees brown-shirted men breaking down
doors, smashing shop windows, and setting fire to books and buildings. Jewish families disappear, and
even though the people that remain resume their normal activities, nothing is ever quite the same again.
The straightforward text describes events without sentimentality, as if Benno were simply reporting
what he sees and hears. 'In Apartment 3B, the mob was breaking the Adlers' furniture and throwing
books out the window. . .. The Schmidts' apartment was untouched.' But what truly distinguishes this
book is the striking multimedia artwork composed of paper, fabric, and drawn images in hues of olive,
brown, and red. Interesting angles, textures, and patterns add to the visual effect throughout. The
spreads depict a normal city neighborhood from a cat's-eye view, which is eventually upended by dark
shadowy figures with big black boots. Thus, the message of terror and sadness that marks the
beginning of the Holocaust is transmitted in a way that is both meaningful and comprehensible. An
afterword provides historical context for the story, although it presupposes knowledge of the term
'Holocaust.' Use this book with Karen Hesse's The Cats in Krasinski Square (Scholastic, 2004) for
further discussion of the topic. For all collections."
Review by: School Library Journal
Suggested Grade Level: 1 – 5
25

Middle School
Parallel Journeys
By: Eleanor Ayer
Publisher: Aladdin; Reprint edition (March 1, 2000)
https://www.amazon.com/Parallel-Journeys-Eleanor-H-Ayer/dp/0689832362

Alfons Heck was a proud, patriotic young German when Adolf Hitler and his Nazi henchmen
stormed to power in 1933. During the next twelve years, Alfon’s faithfulness to his Fuhrer and
his blind obedience to Nazi ideals allowed him to rise to high rank in the Hitler Youth, Germany’s
national organization of young people. Not far from Heck’s home in the beautiful German
Rhineland, Helen, a young Jewish girl, watched Hitler’s rise to power with fear and foreboding.
Finally, Helen was forced to flee her homeland for Holland. In desperation she went into hiding,
until she was snared by the Gestapo and shipped to the Auschwitz death camp in Poland.
Nearly four decades later, Alfons and Helen met for the first time and found they shared a
common purpose: to show young people that if peace and understanding are possible between
a Jew and a former Nazi, then the same is attainable on a larger scale. Parallel Journeys is the
overwhelming account of the nightmare that was World War II, told in alternating fashion from
Alfons’ and Helen’s drastically different perspectives. Accurate historical information is
combined with actual excerpts from the two subjects’ autobiographies, which will give students
an overall perspective of the years 1930-1945. It also gives some information about the time
before and after the rise and fall of Hitler and the Nazis. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
26

Escaping the Nazis on the Kindertransport
By: Emma Carlson Berne
Publisher: Capstone Press (February 1, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Escaping-Nazis-Kindertransport-Encounter-Nonfiction/dp/1515745465

Tells the stories in their own words of several of the thousands of Jewish children rescued from Nazi
Germany between 1938 and 1940 and brought to new homes in the United Kingdom. Memoir pieces,
poems, photographs, and other primary sources bring their stories to life. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 8

27

Tunes for Bears to Dance To
By: Robert Cormier
Publisher: Laurel Leaf (April 1, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Tunes-Bears-Dance-Robert-Cormier/dp/0440219035

Henry, with his parents, moves to a new town after the death of Henry’s brother. Henry’s mother
struggles to earn enough money to support the family as a waitress, while Henry’s father suffers
from depression over his son’s death. Henry tries to help his family by working for the local
grocer, Mr. Hairston. Mr. Hairston is a bigot who abuses his daughter and wife. While working
in the store, Henry befriends Mr. Levine, an elderly survivor of the Holocaust who spends his
days carving a replica of his childhood village that was destroyed during World War II. Mr.
Hairston learns of Henry’s friendship with Mr. Levine and asks Henry to do something terrible.
Henry is to smash Mr. Levine’s village in exchange for a monument for his brother’s grave. At
the end of the story, Henry realizes that Mr. Hairston’s request has nothing to do with Mr.
Levine, but rather, Mr. Hairston wants Henry, who is a “good boy,” to do a bad thing. By refusing,
Henry is able to reaffirm that he is a good person and can do the right thing. The pressures that
lead to Henry’s attempt to carry out his orders are similar to those faced by many young people
during World War II and today. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+

28

Hidden: A Child’s Story During the Holocaust
By: Loic Dauvillier (Author), Greg Salsedo (Author), Marc Lizano (Illustrator)
Publisher: First Second (April 1, 2014)
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Childs-Holocaust-Loic-Dauvillier/dp/1596438738

In this gentle, poetic young graphic novel, Dounia, a grandmother, tells her granddaughter the story
even her son has never heard: how, as a young Jewish girl in Paris, she was hidden away from the
Nazis by a series of neighbors and friends who risked their lives to keep her alive when her parents
had been taken to concentration camps.
Hidden ends on a tender note, with Dounia and her mother rediscovering each other as World War II
ends . . . and a young girl in present-day France becoming closer to her grandmother, who can finally,
after all those years, tell her story. With words by Loïc Dauvillier and art by Marc Lizano and Greg
Salsedo, this picture book-style comic for young readers is a touching read. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 3 – 6
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Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
By: Anne Frank
Publisher: Bantam; Reissue edition (June 1, 1993)
https://www.amazon.com/Anne-Frank-Diary-Young-Girl/dp/0553296981

On her thirteenth birthday, June 12, 1942, Anne Frank received a diary as a gift. At that time,
she and her family were living peacefully in Amsterdam, Holland, after being forced to flee
Hitler’s anti-Jewish regime in Germany. One month after receiving her diary, Anne and her
family must go into hiding in the “Secret Annex,” a hidden portion of the building where Anne’s
father worked. The diary chronicles two years in hiding with Anne, her family, and four other
people. The Holocaust is only revealed by Anne’s circumstances and her entries about radio
broadcasts. The majority of the diary focuses on Anne’s desires and fears for the future and the
tension between the inhabitants, especially Anne’s strained relationship with her mother. On
August 4, 1944, the Gestapo raids the Secret Annex and all of its inhabitants are sent to
concentration camps. Anne, along with her mother and sister, died in Bergen-Belsen, two
months before the liberation of Holland. Anne’s father was the only resident of the Secret Annex
to survive the war. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+

30

Clara’s Story
By: Joan Adess Grossman
Publisher: University of Nebraska Press; 2nd Printing edition (January 1, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Claras-Story-Joan-Adess-Grossman/dp/0827605064

On the eve of World War II, Clara Heller and her family lived in Antwerp, Belgium. Her family
moved there from Romania when her father, on his way to vote, was beaten because he was
a Jew. In Belgium, the family was a prosperous member of the community and enjoyed religious
freedom. Clara was a happy, active teenager, but her life changed dramatically when the
Germans invaded Belgium. Her family attempted to flee without success, first to France, and
then to England. Conditions deteriorated as the Jews were systematically stripped of their basic
rights and freedoms. Clara’s family was helped by the Resistance, and had to go into hiding,
moving from one place to another for two and a half years. Although her father and brother
died, Clara and the rest of the family survived the dangers, hardships, and betrayal all too
familiar during World War II, while also helping others to survive. (State of Florida
Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
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Somewhere There is Still a Sun
By: Michael Gruenbaum
Publisher: Aladdin; Reprint edition (April 25, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Somewhere-There-Still-Sun-Holocaust/dp/144248487X

Michael “Misha” Gruenbaum enjoyed a carefree childhood playing games and taking walks through
Prague with his beloved father. All of that changed forever when the Nazis invaded Prague. The
Gruenbaum family was forced to move into the Jewish Ghetto in Prague. Then, after a devastating loss,
Michael, his mother and sister were deported to the Terezin concentration camp.
At Terezin, Misha roomed with forty other boys who became like brothers to him. Life in Terezin was a
bizarre, surreal balance—some days were filled with friendship and soccer matches, while others
brought mortal terror as the boys waited to hear the names on each new list of who was being sent “to
the East.”
Those trains were going to Auschwitz. When the day came that his family’s name appeared on a
transport list, their survival called for a miracle—one that tied Michael’s fate to a carefully sewn teddy
bear, and to his mother’s unshakeable determination to keep her children safe.
Collaborating with acclaimed author Todd Hasak-Lowy, Michael Gruenbaum shares his inspiring story
of hope in an unforgettable memoir that recreates his experiences with stunning immediacy. Michael’s
story, and the many original documents and photos included alongside it, offer an essential contribution
to Holocaust literature. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 7 – 12
32

Letters from Rifka
By: Karen Hesse
Publisher: Square Fish; First edition (January 6, 2009)
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-Rifka-Karen-Hesse/dp/0312535619

In 1919, Rifka’s brother Nathan has deserted the Russian army. To protect him, and
themselves, Rifka’s family flees Russia hoping for a better life in America. After a narrow escape
from Russia into Poland, Rifka and her family are on their way to Warsaw where they will
purchase steamship tickets to America. On the train, Rifka contracts ringworm from a
passenger and is refused passage to America. Her family leaves without her. She is sent to
Belgium to be treated for the disease. When she is cured, she sets out on a steamship for
America. Despite the fact that the ringworm is gone, her hair has not yet grown back. When
she reaches Ellis Island, she is detained because of the ringworm and because the doctors fear
that without hair she will be unable to find a husband and will instead become a “ward of the
state.” She remains in a hospital, where she is interviewed and it will be determined whether
she will be able to remain in the U.S. or be sent back to Russia. She uses her intelligence,
confidence, and newfound strength to ensure that she will remain. The story is told in a series
of letters from Rifka to her cousin Tovah. The letters are written on the pages of a volume of
poetry. Finally, Rifka is able to send the letters to her cousin. The underlying causes of Rifka’s
family needing to flee to Russia are anti-Semitism and government policies. Social classes also
play a role in the story; Rifka’s cousin’s family is able to safely remain due to her uncle’s wealth
and position in the community. Rifka is uncertain about her own strengths at the start of the
book but gains confidence and strength that allow her to rise above the hatred and hardships
that she has had to endure. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust
7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
33

Sky: A True Story of Resistance During World War II
By: Hanneke Ippisch
Publisher: Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing; 1st edition (April 1, 1996)
https://www.amazon.com/Sky-Story-Resistance-During-World/dp/068980508X

This memoir retells the author’s experiences as a child growing up in Holland and her decision
as a teenager to join the Dutch Resistance. This group of brave men and women risked their
lives to aid Jews in escaping Nazi persecution and death. Ippisch began her work in the
resistance by escorting Jews to safety and later by finding safe meeting places for key members
of the underground to discuss their plans. It was during one of these meetings that Ippisch and
her colleagues were discovered and arrested. Ippisch was sent to a German prison, where she
endured inhuman conditions and was interrogated about her involvement in the organization.
During these interrogations, she refused to reveal any information that would help the Germans.
In telling her own story, Ippisch shares not only her own moral courage, but also the strength
of the exiled Dutch government, and the resilience of thousands of ordinary people in Holland
during the war. Perhaps the most moving aspect of Sky is the fact that Ippisch comes across
as an ordinary person and not someone with extraordinary strength or courage. Ippisch was
simply doing what she believed was right. But it is interesting to note that in the memoir’s
epilogue, she also reflects on the moral problems inherent in what she and other members of
the resistance did such as breaking laws, stealing, and even murdering, all for the good of “the
cause.” Rather than justifying these acts, Ippisch identifies them as problematic and
encourages readers not to take lightly the cost of doing what is right. (State of Florida
Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
34

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit
By: Judith Kerr
Publisher: Puffin Books; Reissue edition (January 23, 2009)
https://www.amazon.com/Hitler-Rabbit-Essential-Modern-Classics-ebook/dp/B0088NCNOM

Based on the gripping real-life story of the author, this poignant, suspenseful middle-grade novel has
been a favorite for over forty years. Perfect for Holocaust Remembrance Month.
Anna is not sure who Hitler is, but she sees his face on posters all over Berlin. Then one morning, Anna
and her brother awake to find her father gone! Her mother explains that their father has had to leave
and soon they will secretly join him. Anna just doesn't understand. Why do their parents keep insisting
that Germany is no longer safe for Jews like them?
Because of Hitler, Anna must leave everything behind. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 7

35

Hana’s Suitcase
By: Karen Levine
Publisher: Cherrytree Books; New edition (January 27, 2017)
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/258375/hanas-suitcase-by-karen-levine/

In March 2000, Fumiko Ishioka, the curator of a small Holocaust education center in Tokyo, received
an empty suitcase from the museum at Auschwitz. On the outside, in white paint, were the words “Hana
Brady, May 16, 1931, Orphan.”
Fumiko and the children at the center were determined to find out who Hana was and what happened
to her all those years ago, leading them to a startling and emotional discovery.
The dual narrative intertwines Fumiko’s international journey to find the truth about Hana Brady’s fate
with Hana’s own compelling story of her life in a quiet Czech town, which is shattered by the arrival of
the Nazis, tearing apart the family she loves. This suspense-filled work of investigative nonfiction draws
in young readers and makes them active participants in the search for Hana’s identity. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 5 – 8

36

Number the Stars
By: Lois Lowry
Publisher: HMH Books for Young Readers; Reissue edition (May 2, 2011)
https://www.amazon.com/Number-Stars-Lois-Lowry/dp/0547577095

As the German troops begin their campaign to "relocate" all the Jews of Denmark, Annemarie
Johansen’s family takes in Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen Rosen, and conceals her as part of the family.
Through the eyes of ten-year-old Annemarie, we watch as the Danish Resistance smuggles almost the
entire Jewish population of Denmark, nearly seven thousand people, across the sea to Sweden. The
heroism of an entire nation reminds us that there was pride and human decency in the world even
during a time of terror and war.
Winner of the 1990 Newbery Medal. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 3 – 5, 6 – 8
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Odette’s Secrets
By: Maryann Macdonald
Publisher: Bloomsbury USA Children’s; 1 edition (February 26, 2013)
https://www.amazon.com/Odettes-Secrets-Maryann-Macdonald/dp/159990750X

Odette is a young Jewish girl living in Paris during a dangerous time. The Nazis have invaded the city,
and every day brings new threats
.
After Odette's father enlists in the French army and her mother joins the Resistance, Odette is sent to
the countryside until it is safe to return. On the surface, she leads the life of a regular girl--going to
school, doing chores, and even attending Catholic Mass with other children. But inside, she is burning
with secrets about the life she left behind and her true identity.
Inspired by the life of the real Odette Meyers--and written in moving free-verse poetry--this is the story
of courage, of determination to survive, and of a young girl forced to hide in plain sight. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 5 – 8
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After the War
By: Carol Matas
Publisher: Simon Pulse (September 1, 1997)
https://www.amazon.com/After-War-Carol-Matas/dp/0689807228

After being liberated from Buchenwald concentration camp at the end of World War II, Ruth
tries to return home. The fifteen-year-old believes her entire family of more than eighty relatives
have been killed in the Holocaust. With no one to turn to, Ruth joins the underground
organization Brichah. This organization aids in dangerous quests to smuggle illegal immigrants
to Jewish Palestine (now Israel). Ruth risks her life to help lead a group of children on a
dangerous journey over half a continent and across the sea. Ruth’s story is based on true
historical incidents. It focuses on the period after the war when most stories end. She wonders
why she survived when so many others did not. This is a concept many survivors have struggled
with for years after the Holocaust. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
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The Man from the Other Side
By: Uri Orlev
Publisher: Puffin Books (January 1, 1995)
https://www.amazon.com/Man-Other-Side-Uri-Orlev/dp/0140370889

This book is based on the true experiences of a Polish journalist, now dead, whom Uri Orlev
met in Israel when they were both adults. Marek, his mother, and stepfather are a family living
outside the Warsaw Ghetto in Poland. When Marek turns fourteen, his stepfather tells him of
his smuggling operations, which provide food and sometimes weapons to Jews in the ghetto
and includes him in the illegal activity. When Marek’s mother discovers that Marek has joined
two young thugs to steal from a ghetto escapee, she reveals the true identity of his father, who
is Jewish. Marek’s remorse leads him to befriend another escapee and find him shelter. When
the Jews in the ghetto erupt into battle against the Nazis, Marek’s new friend insists on returning
to fight. Marek accompanies him and engages in battle until his stepfather rescues him and
several Jews. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+

40

Beyond Courage
By: Doreen Rappaport
Publisher: Candlewick; 1st edition (January 23, 2014)
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Courage-Untold-Resistance-Holocaust/dp/0763669288

Rappaport has written the kind of narrative that can change readers’ perceptions; her commitment to
recovering stories of Jewish resistance during the Holocaust is not only powerful but also historically
significant. By gathering and carefully organizing accounts from throughout the Nazi era, she is able to
relate the entire tragedy and at the same time to challenge us to see it anew…Rappaport’s devotion to
uncovering these instances, whether issuing from academic papers, museums, interviews or memoirs,
and her care with narrative structure, locating the rare archival images and using them generously
throughout, is truly magnificent. On each page you sense that it meant everything to her to track down
the truth and get it exactly right. (New York Times)
Suggested Grade Level: 6 – 8
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Friedrich
By: Hans Peter Richter
Publisher: Puffin Books; New edition (May 1, 1987)
https://www.amazon.com/Friedrich-Puffin-Books-Peter-Richter/dp/0140322051

This is the story of a German Jewish boy, Friedrich, and his best friend, who is not Jewish,
growing up together in Germany from 1925-1942. Told from the first-person perspective of his
friend, Friedrich is a moving account of how the persecution of Jews affected ordinary families—
Jewish and Gentile alike. Neither the narrator nor Friedrich truly understands the events taking
place around them. As a result, this complex idea is told in a poignant and simplistic fashion.
Friedrich’s father had lost his job due to the new laws put into effect against Jews and by 1936
the narrator’s father, who had been out of work, has gained a good job because of his
membership in the Nazi party. The narrator’s father joined the Nazi party because he had to, to
help his family, not because he believed in the ideals of the party. Because of his Nazi
involvement, he struggles to maintain his friendship with Friedrich’s family. In 1938, Friedrich’s
mother is killed in a pogrom, and in 1941, the Nazis take his father while he is away. Friedrich
lives on his own in hiding until 1942, when he reappears at the narrator’s door starving and
scared. During an air raid, the narrator’s family allows Friedrich to stay in their apartment while
they go down to the shelter, but Friedrich becomes very frightened and begs to be let into the
shelter as well. The air raid warden refuses to let him in, and when the air raid is over, the
narrator and his family find Friedrich dead on the doorstep. The characters in this book are all
victims of Hitler’s control and manipulations, but it is Friedrich and his family who are destroyed
as a result. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 7 – 8)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
42

The Dollmaker of Krakow
By: R.M. Romero
Publisher: Delacorte Books for Young Readers (September 12, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Dollmaker-Krakow-R-M-Romero/dp/1524715395

In the vein of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas and Number the Stars, this fusion of fairy tales, folklore,
and World War II history eloquently illustrates the power of love and the inherent will to survive even in
the darkest of times.
In the land of dolls, there is magic.
In the land of humans, there is war.
Everywhere there is pain.
But together there is hope.
Karolina is a living doll whose king and queen have been overthrown. But when a strange wind spirits
her away from the Land of the Dolls, she finds herself in Kraków, Poland, in the company of the
Dollmaker, a man with an unusual power and a marked past.
The Dollmaker has learned to keep to himself, but Karolina’s courageous and compassionate manner
lead him to smile and to even befriend a violin-playing father and his daughter—that is, once the
Dollmaker gets over the shock of realizing a doll is speaking to him.
But their newfound happiness is dashed when Nazi soldiers descend upon Poland. Karolina and the
Dollmaker quickly realize that their Jewish friends are in grave danger, and they are determined to help
save them, no matter what the risks. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 4 – 8
43

Someone Named Eva
By: Joan M. Wolf
Publisher: HMH Books for Young Readers; First edition (June 15, 2009)
https://www.amazon.com/Someone-Named-Eva-Joan-Wolf/dp/0547237669

A gripping tale of one girl’s struggle against the Nazis.
“Remember who you are, Milada.” Milada’s grandmother says these words on the night the Nazi
soldiers come to their home in Czechoslovakia. But what do they mean? She is Milada, who lives with
her mama and papa, her brother and sister, and her beloved Babichka. Milada with the sun-kissed hair,
eleven years old, fastest runner in her school. How could she ever forget?
Then the Nazis send Milada to a Lebensborn center in Poland, and Milada quickly discovers that
holding on to her true identity will be the greatest struggle of her young life. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 5 – 7

44

The Devil’s Arithmetic
By: Jane Yolen
Publisher: Puffin Books (April 12, 2004)
https://www.amazon.com/Devils-Arithmetic-Puffin-Modern-Classics/dp/0142401099

"A triumphantly moving book." —Kirkus Reviews, starred review
Hannah dreads going to her family's Passover Seder—she's tired of hearing her relatives talk about
the past. But when she opens the front door to symbolically welcome the prophet Elijah, she's
transported to a Polish village in the year 1942. Why is she there, and who is this "Chaya" that everyone
seems to think she is? Just as she begins to unravel the mystery, Nazi soldiers come to take everyone
in the village away. And only Hannah knows the unspeakable horrors that await. A critically acclaimed
novel from multi-award-winning author Jane Yolen. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 6+

45

Mapping the Bones
By: Jane Yolen
Publisher: Philomel Books (March 6, 2018)
https://www.amazon.com/Mapping-Bones-Jane-Yolen/dp/0399257780

From the best-selling and award-winning author of The Devil's Arithmetic, Jane Yolen, comes her first
Holocaust novel in nearly thirty years. Influenced by Dr. Mengele's sadistic experimentations, this story
follows twins as they travel from the Lodz ghetto, to the partisans in the forest, to a horrific concentration
camp where they lose everything but each other.
It's 1942 in Poland, and the world is coming to pieces. At least that's how it seems to Chaim and Gittel,
twins whose lives feel like a fairy tale torn apart, with evil witches, forbidden forests, and dangerous
ovens looming on the horizon. But in all darkness there is light, and the twins find it through Chaim's
poetry and the love they have for each other. Like the bright flame of a Yahrzeit candle, his words
become a beacon of memory so that the children and grandchildren of survivors will never forget the
atrocities that happened during the Holocaust.
Filled with brutality and despair, this is also a story of poetry and strength, in which a brother and sister
lose everything but each other. Nearly thirty years after the publication of her award-winning and
bestselling The Devil's Arithmetic and Briar Rose, Yolen once again returns to World War II and
captivates her readers with the authenticity and power of her words. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 7+
46

The Other Half of Life
By: Kim Albon Whitney
Publisher: Laurel Leaf (May 11, 2010)
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Half-Life-Ablon-Whitney/dp/0375844228

A heartbreaking novel based on the true story of a World War II voyage.
In May of 1939, the SS St. Francis sets sail from Germany, carrying German Jews and other
refugees away from Hitler’s regime. The passengers believe they are bound for freedom in Cuba and
eventually the United States, but not all of them are celebrating. Fifteen-year-old Thomas is anxious
about his parents and didn’t want to leave Germany: his father, a Jew, has been imprisoned and his
mother, a Christian, is left behind, alone. Fourteen-year old Priska has her family with her, and she’s
determined to enjoy the voyage, looking forward to their new lives.
Based on the true story of the MS St. Louis, this historical young adult novel imagines two travelers
and the lives they may have lived until events, and immigration laws, conspired to change their fates.
Kim Ablon Whitney did meticulous research on the voyage of the St. Louis to craft her compelling and
moving story about this little-known event in history. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 7 – 9
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High School / (Young Adult)
Inside the Vicious Heart
By: Robert H. Abzug
Publisher: Oxford University Press, U.S.A.; Reprint edition (January 8, 1987)
https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Vicious-Heart-Liberation-Concentration/dp/0195042360

Using the diaries, letters, photographs, and oral testimonies of American GIs and journalists,
Abzug analyzes the reactions of the first eyewitnesses who entered the liberated concentration
camps in Germany and Austria during the spring of 1945. This highly readable account is
liberally illustrated with photographs. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

48

Lodz Ghetto: Inside a Community Under Siege
By: Alan Adelson and Robert Lapides, eds.
Publisher: Penguin Books; Rep. wraps edition (April 1, 1991)
https://www.amazon.com/Lodz-Ghetto-Inside-Community-Under/dp/0140132287

As the source book for the Lodz ghetto film, this work is an excellent supplement to the
documentary, but it also stands on its own. It contains both German and ghetto documents as
well as the personal expressions of ghetto residents in a variety of forms, including diaries,
speeches, paintings, photographs, essays, and poems. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

49

The Nazi Seizure of Power: The Experience of a Single German Town, 1922-1945
By: William S. Allen
Publisher: Echo Point Books & Media; Revised ed. Edition (November 10, 2014)
https://www.amazon.com/Nazi-Seizure-Power-Experience-1922-1945/dp/1626548722

Northeim, a small town of medieval origins in the center of prewar Germany, is the setting for
this absorbing study of the impact of Nazism on a single community. As one of the few detailed
local studies of Nazi Germany available in English, this book is an invaluable complement to
histories of Nazism from the national perspective. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource
Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

50

To the Land of the Cattails
By: Ahraron Appelfeld
Publisher: Grove Press (April 14, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Land-Cattails-Appelfeld-Aharon/dp/0802133592

A young man and his mother living in Austria travel eastward across the heart of Europe to the distant
land of her childhood. The year is 1938 and the two arrive just as the Jews of the village are being
shipped off on a mysterious train to an unspecified destination. Appelfeld is a master storyteller, and
this haunting narrative of an ironic pilgrimage will not easily be forgotten. (State of Florida
Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

51

A History of the Holocaust
By: Yehuda Bauer and Nili Keren
Publisher: Franklin Watts; Revised edition (August 1, 2002)
https://www.amazon.com/History-Holocaust-Single-Social-Studies/dp/0531155765

Broader in scope than the title indicates, this work examines the origins of antisemitism
and Nazism as well as the history of Jewish-German relationships. Bauer also arranges
material on the Holocaust by individual country; this is useful for following events as they affected
each occupied nation and for demonstrating the scope of the Holocaust. One of the most
readable general histories for high school students. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource
Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

52

Righteous Gentile: The Story of Raoul Wallenberg, Missing Hero of the Holocaust
By: John Bierman
Publisher: Penguin Books; Revised edition (June 1, 1996)
https://www.amazon.com/Righteous-Gentile-Wallenberg-Missing-Holocaust/dp/0140246649

Only the first half of the book is truly a biography of this well-known figure who helped save
at least 30,000 Jews in Hungary. The second part of the book describes the circumstances
surrounding Wallenberg's disappearance and subsequent attempts to locate him or at least
find out what happened to him. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

53

Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the Holocaust
By: Gay Block and Malka Drucker
Publisher: Ergo; 1st edition (March 1, 1992)
https://www.amazon.com/Rescuers-Portraits-Moral-Courage-Holocaust/dp/0841913234

The interviews and full-size color portraits are of 49 ordinary individuals from 10 countries who
risked their lives to help Jews by hiding them, sharing their food rations, forging passports
and baptismal certificates, and raising Jewish children as their own. The rescuers' portraits are
presented by country of origin, and a brief historical overview of rescue efforts in each country
precedes their personal stories. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

54

Breaking the Silence: The Man Who Exposed the Final Solution
By: Richard Breitman and Walter Laqueur
Publisher: Brandeis University Press; First Edition (June 15, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Breaking-Silence-Solution-Institute-European/dp/0874516722

Eduard Schulte was a major German industrialist who abhorred Hitler and Nazism. He is the
man credited with passing on to the Allies news not only of troop movements and weapon
programs but of the Nazi plans for genocide. This biography relates Schulte’s story from
his childhood to his postwar years. The authors also describe the responses of Allied
governments to the information he passed on to them. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

55

Justice at Nuremberg
By: Robert E. Conot
Publisher: Basic Books; First Edition (January 28, 1993)
https://www.amazon.com/Justice-at-Nuremberg-Robert-Conot/dp/0881840327

In addition to the detailed history of the Nuremberg Trials, Conot discusses the preparations
for the trials. He also goes beyond the events of the trials themselves to discuss the difficulties
involved in creating and implementing an international legal entity. (State of Florida
Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

56

The Survivor: An Anatomy of Life in the Death Camps
By: Terrence Des Pres
Publisher: Oxford University Press (February 7, 1980)
https://www.amazon.com/Survivor-Anatomy-Life-Death-Camps/dp/0195027035

Des Pres studies survivors of the death camps in an attempt to determine what enabled
people to survive; his conclusions are controversial and are unlike those of Bettelheim (The
Informed Heart), Frankl (Man's Search for Meaning), and other Holocaust survivors. (State of
Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

57

Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust
By: Yaffa Eliach
Publisher: Vintage (October 26, 1988)
https://www.amazon.com/Hasidic-Tales-Holocaust-Yaffa-Eliach/dp/067972043X

Through interviews and oral histories, Eliach garnered eighty-nine tales, both true stories and
fanciful legends. This beautiful, compelling collection bears witness, in a traditional idiom, to the
victims' suffering, dying, and surviving. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on
the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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Playing for Time
By: Fania Fenelon
Publisher: Syracuse University Press (September 1, 1997)
https://www.amazon.com/Playing-Time-Fania-Fenelon/dp/0815604947

Fenelon recounts her experiences in the Nazi concentration camps. The Nazis transported
her from the Drancy camp in Paris to the Auschwitz killing center. While her descriptions reveal
the horrors of the camps, the book's primary focus is on her experiences in the AuschwitzBirkenau women's orchestra. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

59

Rescue in Denmark
By: Harold Flender
Publisher: United States Holocaust; Reprint edition (December 1, 1980)
https://www.amazon.com/Rescue-Denmark-Harold-Flender/dp/0896040186

The exceptional, honorable character of the Danes' successful operation to rescue most of its
Jewish residents has aroused profound admiration. Individual stories of rescue are cited here,
as well as more general historical background and a look at the reasons for the Nazis' failure to
implement the "Final Solution" in Denmark. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual
on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

60

Their Brothers’ Keepers
By: Philip Friedman
Publisher: Borodino Books (December 1, 2018)
https://www.amazon.com/Their-Brothers-Keepers-Philip-Friedman-ebook/dp/B07SNRM34T

One of the first studies of Christians who rescued Jews during the Holocaust, this work was
originally published in 1957. It is primarily an overview of rescue activities, although some stories
of individual rescue are told. Background material and activities for individual countries are
included. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

61

A Scrap of Time and Other Stories
By: Ida Fink
Publisher: Northwestern University Press; 1st edition (June 21, 1995)
https://www.amazon.com/Scrap-Time-Ida-Fink/dp/0394558065

These shattering stories describe the lives of ordinary people as they are compelled to do the
unimaginable: a couple who must decide what to do with their five-year-old daughter as the Gestapo
come to march them out of town; a wife whose safety depends on her acquiescence in her husband's
love affair; a girl who must pay a grim price for an Aryan identity card. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

62

Anne Frank Remembered: The Story of the Woman Who Helped to Hide the Frank
Family
By: Miep Gies and Alison L. Gold
Publisher: Simon & Schuster; Reprint edition (February 10, 2009)
https://www.amazon.com/Anne-Frank-Remembered-Helped-Family/dp/1416598855

Miep Gies, along with her husband, were among the people who helped the Frank family while
they were in hiding. Her story is an important supplement to Anne Frank's diary as it adds
historical background as well as an outside perspective to Anne's story. Gies enables the
reader to understand what was happening both inside and outside the Annex. (State of Florida
Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

63

The Holocaust. A History of the Jews in Europe during the Second World War
By: Martin Gilbert
Publisher: Holt Paperbacks; Illustrated edition (May 15, 1987)
https://www.amazon.com/Holocaust-History-Europe-During-Second/dp/0805003487

Gilbert combines historical narrative with personal testimonies of survivors. Although the book is
long, excerpts can easily be handled by students. It is also well-indexed, making it an invaluable
tool for providing supplementary material on almost any aspect of the Holocaust. (State of
Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

64

With a Camera in the Ghetto
By: Mendel Grossman (Author) and Zvi Szner, ed.
Publisher: Schocken Books; 1st edition (January 1, 1977)
https://www.amazon.com/Camera-Ghetto-Mendel-Grossman/dp/0805236457

Mendel Grossman was the only Jewish photographer who succeeded in capturing a ghetto on
film; his pictures depict life in the Lodz ghetto in 1941 and 1942. This is an excellent companion
to the Lodz ghetto film and the Adelson book. It can also supplement the book if the film is not
available. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The Death Train
By: Luba K. Gurdus
Publisher: National Council on Art in Jewish Life; 1st edition (1978)
https://www.amazon.com/death-train-personal-holocaust-survivor/dp/0896040054

The title encapsulates the author's story of her Holocaust experiences. She and her family spent
a considerable amount of time either on a transport or in a hideout near the train tracks in their
desperate, and ultimately unsuccessful, attempt to avoid the camps. She illustrates her memoir
with original drawings, which give an additional personal touch to what is already a very personal
and moving account. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 –
12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The Girl in the Blue Coat
By: Monica Hesse
Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers; Reprint edition (April 4, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Blue-Coat-Monica-Hesse/dp/0316260630

The bestselling, "gripping" (Entertainment Weekly), "powerful" (Hypable), "utterly thrilling" (Paste.com)
winner of the Edgar Award for Best Young Adult Mystery. Perfect for readers of Kristin Hannah and
Ruta Sepetys.
Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black market goods
to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work from her concerned parents, and
every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front lines when the
Germans invaded. She likes to think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion.
On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke for help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen wants meat
or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by the older woman's frantic plea to find a person--a Jewish teenager
Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, who has vanished from a secret room without a trace. Hanneke initially
wants nothing to do with such dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a web of mysteries and
stunning revelations that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open her eyes to the horrors of the
Nazi war machine, and compel her to take desperate action.
Beautifully written, intricately plotted, and meticulously researched, Girl in the Blue Coat is an
extraordinary novel about bravery, grief, and love in impossible times. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 7 +
67

The Destruction of the European Jews [student text]
By: Raul Hilberg
Publisher: Holmes & Meier; 1st edition (September 1, 1985)
https://www.amazon.com/Destruction-European-Jews-Student-One/dp/0841909105

This edition of Hilberg's classic work is an abridgement of the original, three volume edition. The
focus here is on the Nazis and their destruction process, from the concentration of the Jews
in ghettos to the killing operations of the mobile units and the death camps. This essential
history is recommended for more advanced students. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

68

Perpetrators, Victims, Bystanders. The Jewish Catastrophe, 1933-1945
By: Raul Hilberg
Publisher: Harper Perennial; 1st edition (September 15, 1993)
https://www.amazon.com/Perpetrators-Victims-Bystanders-Catastrophe-1933-1945/dp/0060995076

Hilberg expands his focus from the study of the perpetrator alone to include, as the title
indicates, victims and bystanders. He also includes rescuers and Jewish resisters, groups
which he ignored in his earlier work; however, the attention he gives to these groups is minimal.
His main focus continues to be on the destruction and those responsible for it. Hitler's role is
more central here than in the earlier work. This is Hilberg's most accessible book. (State of
Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

69

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club
By: Phillip Hoose
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux (May 12, 2015)
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Who-Challenged-Hitler-Nonfiction/dp/0374300224

A Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Honor Winner
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his
nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of schoolmates
to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery British
leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the
Germans, who eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain:
the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving
his own narrative with the recollections of Knud himself, The Boys Who Challenged Hitler is National
Book Award winner Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes.
This thoroughly-researched and documented book can be worked into multiple aspects of the common
core curriculum. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 9 – 12
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The Librarian of Auschwitz
By: Antonio Iturbe (Author), Lilit Thwaites (Translator)
Publisher: Henry Holt and Co.; 1st Edition (October 10, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Librarian-Auschwitz-Antonio-Iturbe/dp/1627796185

Based on the experience of real-life Auschwitz prisoner Dita Kraus, this is the incredible story of a girl
who risked her life to keep the magic of books alive during the Holocaust.
Fourteen-year-old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by the Nazis at Auschwitz. Taken, along with her
mother and father, from the Terezín ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to the constant terror that is life
in the camp. When Jewish leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to take charge of the eight precious volumes
the prisoners have managed to sneak past the guards, she agrees. And so Dita becomes the librarian
of Auschwitz.
Out of one of the darkest chapters of human history comes this extraordinary story of courage and
hope.
This title has Common Core connections. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 9 +

71

Swastika over Paris: The Fate of the French Jews
By: Jeremy Josephs
Publisher: Bloomsbury (1989)
https://www.amazon.com/Swastika-Over-Paris-Fate-French/dp/0747503354

In this highly readable work, Josephs tells the story of French Jews during the Holocaust by
focusing on two Jews of widely different class backgrounds. One was the only member of the
well-known Rothschild family to remain in France during the German occupation; the other was
the 16-year-old daughter of working-class parents and a member of the French Resistance.
(State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

72

Fragments of Isabella: A Memoir of Auschwitz
By: Isabella Leitner
Publisher: Open Road Media; Reprint edition (June 14, 2016)
https://www.amazon.com/Fragments-Isabella-Memoir-Auschwitz-Leitner-ebook/dp/B01EW5P1PC

A survivor of Auschwitz recounts the ordeal of holding her family together after their mother is
killed in the camp. This slim volume is an eloquent account of survival in the midst of chaos and
destruction. A glossary of death camp language is a valuable addition. Leitner's story is continued
in Saving the Fragments. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust
9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

73

Survival in Auschwitz
By: Primo Levi
Publisher: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform (October 9, 2013)
https://www.amazon.com/Survival-Auschwitz-Primo-Levi/dp/1492942588

Levi was an Italian Jew captured in 1943 and still at Auschwitz at the time of the liberation.
He not only chronicles the daily activities in the camp, but his inner reactions to it and the
destruction of the inner as well as the outer self. This memoir is one of the most important books
on the Holocaust. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The King of Children: A Portrait of Janusz Korczak
By: Betty Jean Lifton
Publisher: Schocken (August 26, 1989)
https://www.amazon.com/King-Children-Biography-Janusz-Korczak/dp/0805209301

Much of the material in this biography is taken from Korczak's diaries, but Lifton also interviewed
many of his former charges and people who worked with him. In addition to the personal
portrait of Korczak, she includes background material on the Warsaw ghetto based on Korczak's
diary and diaries of other ghetto victims. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on
the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

75

My Real Name is Hanna
By: Tara Lynn Masih
Publisher: Mandel Vilar Press (September 18, 2018)
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Name-Hanna-Tara-Masih/dp/1942134517

National Jewish Book Award Finalist
The Julia Ward Howe Award for Young Readers
Florida Book Award and Foreword INDIES Award-Gold Medals
Skipping Stones Honor Award
Hanna Slivka is on the cusp of fourteen when Hitler's army crosses the border into Soviet-occupied
Ukraine. Soon, the Gestapo closes in, determined to make the shtetele she lives in "free of Jews." Until
the German occupation, Hanna spent her time exploring Kwasova with her younger siblings, admiring
the drawings of the handsome Leon Stadnick, and helping her neighbor dye decorative pysanky eggs.
But now she, Leon, and their families are forced to flee and hide in the forest outside their shtetele-and then in the dark caves beneath the rolling meadows, rumored to harbor evil spirits.
Underground, they battle sickness and starvation, while the hunt continues above. When Hanna's father
disappears, suddenly it's up to Hanna to find him--and to find a way to keep the rest of her family, and
friends, alive.
Sparse, resonant, and lyrical, weaving in tales of Jewish and Ukrainian folklore, My Real Name Is
Hanna celebrates the sustaining bonds of family, the beauty of a helping hand, and the tenacity of the
human spirit. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 10 +
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They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45
By: Milton Mayer
Publisher: University of Chicago Press; 2nd Revised edition (May 19, 1966)
https://www.amazon.com/They-Thought-Were-Free-Germans/dp/0226511928

After the war, Mayer, an American journalist, interviewed ten men of different backgrounds
but from the same German town in an effort to determine, through their eyes, what had happened
in Germany and what had made it possible. This is an excellent companion to Allen's Nazi
Seizure of Power. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

77

On Both Sides of the Wall
By: Vladka Meed
Publisher: Holocaust Library; 1st edition (June 1, 1993)
https://www.amazon.com/Both-Sides-Wall-Memoirs-Warsaw/dp/0896040135

This is an informative memoir of the Warsaw ghetto by one of the young smugglers who
maintained contact between the ghetto and the Aryan side of the city. Working for the Jewish
Combat Organization (ZOB), Vladka Meed helped smuggle weapons and ammunition into the
ghetto. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

78

The Lost Childhood
By: Yehuda Nir
Publisher: Holocaust Library; 1st edition (June 1, 1993)
https://www.amazon.com/Lost-Childhood-Complete-Memoir/dp/0971059861

This compelling memoir chronicles six extraordinary years in the life of a Polish Jewish boy,
his mother, and his sister, who all survived the Holocaust by obtaining false papers and posing
as Catholics. Yehuda Nir lost almost everything, including his father, his possessions, his youth
and innocence, and his identity, but he managed to live with the help of chance, personal
resourcefulness, and the support of his family. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource
Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer
By: Irene Gut Opdyke (Author), Jennifer Armstrong (Contributor)
Publisher: Ember, Reprint edition (March 8, 2016)
https://www.amazon.com/My-Hands-Memories-Holocaust-Rescuer/dp/0553538845

"No matter how many Holocaust stories one has read, this one is a must, for its impact is so powerful.”
--School Library Journal
I did not ask myself, "Should I do this?" but "How will I do this?"
Through this intimate and compelling memoir, we are witness to the growth of a hero. Much like The
Diary of Anne Frank, In My Hands has become a profound testament to individual courage.
You must understand that I did not become a resistance fighter, a smuggler of Jews, a defier of the SS
and the Nazis, all at once.
When the war began, Irene Gut was just seventeen: a student nurse, a Polish patriot, a good Catholic
girl. Forced to work in a German officiers' dining hall, she learns how to fight back.
One's first steps are always small: I had begun by hiding food under a fence.
Irene eavesdropped on the German's plans. She smuggled people out of the work camp. And she hid
twelve Jews in the basement of a Nazi major's home. To deliver her friends from evil, this young woman
did whatever it took--even the impossible. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 9 – 12
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The Shawl
By: Cynthia Ozick
Publisher: Vintage; Reprint edition (August 29, 1990)
https://www.amazon.com/Shawl-Cynthia-Ozick/dp/0679729267

This short story and novella, both O. Henry Prize winners, together create a picture of Rosa Lubin's
life. The title story tells of Rosa's fifteen-month-old daughter's death in a concentration camp and the
shawl that provided her daughter with satisfaction Rosa's breasts could no longer give. "Rosa," the
novella, takes place more than thirty years later in southern Florida where it is "Summer without end, a
mistake!" Rosa was exiled to Florida after destroying her shop in Brooklyn; she had to leave the state
or be put in a mental institution. With financial help from her niece, who Rosa thinks is evil, she is able
to stay in Florida. She knows she can depend on her niece because Rosa saved her life in the
concentration camp; Rosa knows too, that her niece was the cause of her daughter's death. Rosa lives
in two worlds: she functions in one called earth, but to Rosa, the real world is where her long-dead
daughter lives. In letters to her daughter, she comments about her niece: "Because she fears the past
she distrusts the future - it, too, will turn into the past. As a result she has nothing." Rosa is a woman
who, through the loss of her country, her family, and her daughter, lost herself. Cynthia Ozick's spare
writing leaves a lasting image of Rosa and her life. People do get lost and are sometimes never found. –
Amazon Review by Holly Smith
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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Anti-Semitism: The Road to the Holocaust and Beyond
By: Charles Patterson
Publisher: iUniverse (June 9, 2000)
https://www.amazon.com/Anti-Semitism-Holocaust-Beyond-Charles-Patterson/dp/0595094953

As the title implies, this history of antisemitism includes the years both before and after the
Holocaust. Patterson begins with ancient and medieval times and concludes with a discussion
of modern antisemitism in various parts of the world. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource
Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The Pink Triangle: The Nazi War against Homosexuals
By: Richard Plant
Publisher: Holt Paperbacks; Revised edition (February 15, 1988)
https://www.amazon.com/Pink-Triangle-Nazi-Against-Homosexuals/dp/0805006001

The Nazis condemned homosexuals as "socially aberrant." Soon after Hitler came to power in
1933, Storm Troopers raided nightclubs and other places where homosexuals met. About
10,000 people were imprisoned as homosexuals, and many of them perished in
concentration camps. In the camps, homosexuals' uniforms sometimes bore a pink triangular
badge as an identifying mark. In this volume, the first comprehensive study available in
English, Plant examines the ideological motivations for the Nazi persecution of homosexuals
and the history of the implementation of Nazi policies. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource
Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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And the Violins Stopped Playing: A Story of the Gypsy Holocaust
By: Alexander Ramati
Publisher: Franklin Watts (September 1, 1986)
https://www.amazon.com/Violins-Stopped-Playing-Story-Holocaust/dp/B000RQU9E4

Written as a novel, this book is actually based on notes given to Ramati by Roman Mirga, a Polish
Gypsy and the main character. It tells of Mirga's experiences from 1942 to 1945, when he escaped
from Nazis in Poland only to be caught by them in Hungary and sent to Auschwitz. (State of Florida
Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

84

Kristallnacht: The Night of Nazi Terror
By: Anthony Read
Publisher: Crown (January 3, 1990)
https://www.amazon.com/Kristallnacht-Night-Terror-Anthony-Read/dp/0812917235

Beginning with a brief background and ending with the Evian conference, the focus of this work
is the events of Kristallnacht itself and its immediate aftermath, including the German response,
the Nazi follow-up, and the international response. Both the prologue and epilogue deal with
Herschel Grynszpan, the young man who triggered Kristallnacht by shooting a German officer in
Paris. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The Courage to Care: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust
By: Carol Rittner and Sondra Myers
Publisher: NYU press (September 1, 1986)
https://www.amazon.com/Courage-Care-Rescuers-During-Holocaust-ebook/dp/B00EIFPGZM

Taken from the film of the same name, the book presents vignettes from rescuers and those
rescued in a variety of countries, with additional commentaries from historians and writers.
This is a particularly valuable resource when used with the film. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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Anna and the Swallow Man
By: Gavriel Savit
Publisher: Ember; Reprint edition (March 14, 2017)
https://www.amazon.com/Anna-Swallow-Man-Gavriel-Savit/dp/0553522086

A stunning, beautiful, and ambitious debut novel set in Poland during the Second World War perfect
for readers of All the Light We Cannot See and The Book Thief.
Kraków, 1939. A million marching soldiers and a thousand barking dogs. This is no place to grow
up. Anna Łania is just seven years old when the Germans take her father, a linguistics professor, during
their purge of intellectuals in Poland. She’s alone.
And then Anna meets the Swallow Man. He is a mystery, strange and tall, a skilled deceiver with more
than a little magic up his sleeve. And when the soldiers in the streets look at him, they see what he
wants them to see.
The Swallow Man is not Anna’s father—she knows that very well—but she also knows that, like her
father, he’s in danger of being taken, and like her father, he has a gift for languages: Polish, Russian,
German, Yiddish, even Bird. When he summons a bright, beautiful swallow down to his hand to stop
her from crying, Anna is entranced. She follows him into the wilderness.
Over the course of their travels together, Anna and the Swallow Man will dodge bombs, tame soldiers,
and even, despite their better judgment, make a friend. But in a world gone mad, everything can prove
dangerous. Even the Swallow Man.
Destined to become a classic, Gavriel Savit’s stunning debut reveals life’s hardest lessons while
celebrating its miraculous possibilities. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 7 – 9, Ages 12 +
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The White Rose: Munich, 1942-1943
By: Inge Scholl
Publisher: Wesleyan University Press; 2nd edition (June 15, 1983)
https://www.amazon.com/White-Rose-Munich-1942-1943/dp/0819560863

Inge Scholl was the sister of Hans and Sophie Scholl, founders of the famous "White Rose"
resistance movement in Germany. Originally written in 1952, this is the story of the Scholls and
of the White Rose movement. It also includes original documents concerning their indictments
and sentences. This book was previously published under the title Students against Tyranny.
(State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+

88

Hannah Senesh: Her Life and Diary
By: Hannah Senesh
Publisher: Jewish Lights (August 1, 2007)
https://www.amazon.com/Hannah-Senesh-Diary-First-Complete/dp/1580233422

A native of Hungary, Senesh moved to Palestine just before World War II and later joined a
parachute corps formed by the British. She was captured and later executed after her final
mission, to warn Hungarian Jews about the "Final Solution." This volume includes the diary
Senesh kept from the age of thirteen, many of her poems and letters, and memoirs by her
mother and others who knew her. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the
Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The Berlin Boxing Club
By: Robert Sharenow
Publisher: Balzer + Bray; Reprint edition (October 23, 2012)
https://www.amazon.com/Berlin-Boxing-Club-Robert-Sharenow/dp/006157970X

Sydney Taylor Award-winning novel Berlin Boxing Club is loosely inspired by the true story of boxer
Max Schmeling's experiences following Kristallnacht. Publishers Weekly called it "a masterful historical
novel" in a starred review.
Karl Stern has never thought of himself as a Jew; after all, he's never even been in a synagogue. But
the bullies at his school in Nazi-era Berlin don't care that Karl's family doesn't practice religion.
Demoralized by their attacks against a heritage he doesn't accept as his own, Karl longs to prove his
worth.
Then Max Schmeling, champion boxer and German hero, makes a deal with Karl's father to give Karl
boxing lessons. A skilled cartoonist, Karl has never had an interest in boxing, but now it seems like the
perfect chance to reinvent himself.
But when Nazi violence against Jews escalates, Karl must take on a new role: family protector. And as
Max's fame forces him to associate with Nazi elites, Karl begins to wonder where his hero's sympathies
truly lie. Can Karl balance his boxing dreams with his obligation to keep his family out of harm's way?
(Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 8 – 12, Ages 14 +
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The Complete Maus
By: Art Spiegelman
Publisher: Pantheon (November 19, 1996)
https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Maus-Art-Spiegelman/dp/0679406417

The Pulitzer Prize-winning Maus tells the story of Vladek Spiegelman, a Jewish survivor of Hitler’s
Europe, and his son, a cartoonist coming to terms with his father’s story. Maus approaches the
unspeakable through the diminutive. Its form, the cartoon (the Nazis are cats, the Jews mice), shocks
us out of any lingering sense of familiarity and succeeds in “drawing us closer to the bleak heart of the
Holocaust” (The New York Times).
Maus is a haunting tale within a tale. Vladek’s harrowing story of survival is woven into the author’s
account of his tortured relationship with his aging father. Against the backdrop of guilt brought by
survival, they stage a normal life of small arguments and unhappy visits. This astonishing retelling of
our century’s grisliest news is a story of survival, not only of Vladek but of the children who survive even
the survivors. Maus studies the bloody pawprints of history and tracks its meaning for all of us.
(Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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What the Night Sings
By: Vesper Stamper
Publisher: Knopf Books for Young Readers (February 20, 2018)
https://www.amazon.com/What-Night-Sings-Vesper-Stamper/dp/152470038X

For fans of The Book Thief and The Boy in the Striped Pajamas comes a lushly illustrated novel about
a teen Holocaust survivor who must come to terms with who she is and how to rebuild her life.
"A tour de force. This powerful story of love, loss, and survival is not to be missed." --KRISTIN HANNAH,
#1 New York Times bestselling author of The Nightingale
After losing her family and everything she knew in the Nazi concentration camps, Gerta is finally
liberated, only to find herself completely alone. Without her papa, her music, or even her true identity,
she must move past the task of surviving and on to living her life. In the displaced persons camp where
she is staying, Gerta meets Lev, a fellow teen survivor who she just might be falling for, despite her
feelings for someone else. With a newfound Jewish identity, she never knew she had, and a return to
the life of music she thought she lost forever, Gerta must choose how to build a new future.
"What the Night Sings is a book from the heart, of the heart, and to the heart. Vesper Stamper's Gerta
will stay with you long after you turn the last page. Her story is one of hope and redemption and life--a
blessing to the world." --Deborah Heiligman, award-winning author of Charles and Emma and Vincent
and Theo. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 7 – 9, Age Level: 12 +
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Dry Tears: The Story of a Lost Childhood
By: Nechama Tec
Publisher: Oxford University Press; Reprint edition (November 1, 1984)
https://www.amazon.com/Dry-Tears-Story-Lost-Childhood/dp/0195035003

The author and her family were Polish Jews who survived the Holocaust on the Aryan side of
the ghetto. Although she escaped the worst horrors of the Holocaust, her story adds another
dimension to Holocaust literature. She describes her childhood experiences as seen
through the child's eyes, but with the added retrospective of her adult perception. (State of
Florida Commissioned Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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Reunion
By: Fred Uhlman
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux (June 26, 1997)
https://www.amazon.com/Reunion-Novella-Fred-Uhlman/dp/0374525153

A daring novella about the loss of innocence in pre-war Germany.
Reunion is the story of intense and innocent devotion between two young men growing up in "the soft,
serene, bluish hills of Swabia," and the sinister (but all too mundane) forces that end both their
friendship and their childhood. (Amazon)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Children's Drawings and Poems from Terezin
Concentration Camp 1942-1944
By: Hana Wolavkova
Publisher: Schocken; 2nd edition (March 15, 1994)
https://www.amazon.com/Never-Saw-Another-Butterfly-Concentration/dp/0805210156

A poignant memorial to the children of Terezin, the collages, drawings, and poems published in
this selection are impressive for their artistic merit and their value in documenting the feelings
and lives of the children in the camp. Some prior knowledge of what life in the camp was
like will make this book more meaningful to students. (State of Florida Commissioned Resource
Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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Night
By: Elie Wiesel
Publisher: Hill and Wang (January 16, 2006)
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Elie-Wiesel/dp/0374500010

Wiesel is one of the most eloquent writers of the Holocaust, and this book is his best-known
work. This compelling narrative describes his own experience in Auschwitz. His account of
his entrance into Auschwitz and his first night in the camp is extraordinary. This narrative is often
considered required reading for students of the Holocaust. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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The Holocaust: The Fate of European Jewry, 1932-1945
By: Leni Yahil
Publisher: Oxford University Press, USA; Reprint edition (October 17, 1991)
https://www.amazon.com/Holocaust-European-1932-1945-Studies-History/dp/0195045238

The chronological approach used here groups the material into three broad time periods: 193239, 1939-41, and 1941-45. About two-thirds of the book deals with the period 1941-45, with major
emphasis on the "Final Solution." This is a valuable research tool for advanced students, and
excerpts on specific topics can be used more generally. (State of Florida Commissioned
Resource Manual on the Holocaust 9 – 12)
Suggested Grade Level: 9+
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