ROMEMAKERS Home and Community Educators

Romemakers are an active community group.  With service projects, collections for needy, education seminars, and social events, we have something going on all the time.  
Romemakers and the Rome Fire Department had a free educational event on proper use, safety precautions and limitations of fire extinguishers on Saturday, August 23, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.  Chief Mark Kane shared vital information to make our homes a safer place for ourselves and visitors.  Participants learned an acronym to help remember what to do if you must use the fire extinguisher. “PASS” – P-Point pull pin; A-Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire; S-Squeeze the handle to release the extinguishing agent; S-Sweep-sweep the nozzle from side to side at the base of the fire until it is extinguished.  And most important, if we have a fire that we cannot handle, leave the house and call 911.  But the highlight of the class was when the participants practiced with the fire extinguishers.  Thanks again to Chief Kane for an excellent program.
Five Romemakers had the opportunity to display their county-awarded cultural arts articles at the Wisconsin Association of Home & Community Educators (WAHCE) State Conference Cultural Arts Contest at the Tundra Lodge in Green Bay, Wisconsin. This year Jackie Burkoth won a blue-ribbon Medallion Award for her knitted shawl. Barb Herreid received a blue ribbon on her quilt and wall hanging.  Jeanne Osgood received a blue ribbon on her poem.  Jess Chipley-Trudeau received a red ribbon on her photograph.  Sandy Wilkes received a red ribbon on her pinecone plaque. Congratulations to Jackie Burkoth for her Medallion Award!  Congratulations to Barb, Jeanne, Jess and Sandy for their awards.
At the WAHCE Awards dinner on Monday evening, Romemakers’ Jeanne Osgood’s 2025 Blue Ribbon Poem was selected to be read to the audience.
WORDS TO LIVE BY
As I grew up, my father said to me,
“There are ten small words to make you happy.
‘If it is to be, it is up to me’.
Live your life with these words as key.”

Fight with a loved one, now in misery,
One of you has to say “I’m sorry.”
“If it is to be, it is up to me.”
The words to live by make it easy.

A friend moved away and didn’t call me.
Loss of a friend made me feel sorry.
I called instead when I thought of the key.
“If it is to be, it is up to me.”

Homebound friends become sad and lonely,
Visits and calls can make them happy.
Ten small words make it clear as can be,
“If it is to be, it is up to me.”

Seeing a need in my community,
I think of ten words and it’s plain to see,
I need to get busy, because, really,
“If it is to be, it is up to me.”

By using these words constantly,
I can help others to finally see
That giving of self is necessary,
To live a life as happy as can be.

“If it is to be it is up to me.”
Ten small words when I follow them daily,
Fill my life with purpose and gaiety.
Helping and doing DOES make me happy.

Written by Jeanne Osgood 2025


The Kids Halloween Party on Saturday, October 25, 2025, was chilly and overcast but that didn’t keep the legions of families from having a great time at the Rome Town Center.  There were games to play behind the Romemakers Harry Potter booth with the fan favorite toilet paper toss!  This year the Petting Zoo not only had friendly Alpacas, goat and sheep but six adorable angora rabbits.  The photo contest at the gazebo had 56 entries this year.  Check the Visit Rome, WI Facebook page for the winners and photos!  The Rome Fire Department again brought the fire safety trailer for a show-and-tell about fire safety.  And this year, the traveling trophy went to the Rome Sno-Bandits who brought a menagerie of their closest friends and a great bubble machine!  Congratulations to Rome Sno-Bandits. 
	Remember to Save the Date for the Romemakers Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday, November 22, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Rome Town Hall.  Bring a food pantry donation for entry.  The Romemakers HCE will have a Bake Sale, Ticket Raffle and Lunch.  And, of course, top notch crafters from Central Wisconsin. 
	Romemakers are always welcoming new members.  Our meetings are held at the Rome Library in the community room on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 9:30 a.m.  Come and join us!  We’d love to introduce you to the many opportunities in HCE.  Call Linda at 715-712-1471 for more information.


 



	

