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Participant Bios
John Beckner, RPh

Senior Director of Strategic Initiatives
National Community Pharmacists Association
John is Senior Director of Strategic Initiatives at the National Community
Pharmacists Association, where he helps independent community pharmacies
develop diversified revenue streams and maximize patient care activities. He
is a staunch supporter of innovative community pharmacy practice, especially
with respect to immunizations. John is a member of the Virginia Pharmacists
Association, of which he served as president in 1996-1997. He received the 2014
APhA-APPM Distinguished Achievement Award in Pharmacy Management and
the 2015 Bowl of Hygeia Award for outstanding community service, sponsored
by APhA and NASPA. John holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in biology from Wake
Forest University and a Bachelor of Science degree in pharmacy from VCU/
MCV. He is on the board of directors of the Virginia Pharmacists Association Research and Education Foundation, the
VCU School of Pharmacy National Advisory Council, and the Central Virginia Chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation. John serves on the Health Practitioners Monitoring Committee and previously served on the board of
Health Quality Innovators and the Virginia Board of Pharmacy.

Nicholas Diamond, JD, LLM, MBe

Consultant II, Policy Practice; Adjunct Professor Law
Avalere; Georgetown University Law Center

Nicholas J. Diamond, JD, LLM, MBe provides strategic counsel on health policy
and market access issues spanning US (federal, state, and local) and international
markets. Prior to joining Avalere, Nick led global market strategy for the health
sector at MarkLogic, one of the few privately owned Silicon Valley technology
companies valued at over $1 billion, as well as served in advisory roles to the U.S.
government during implementation of landmark healthcare reform legislation.
Nick also teaches on the faculty at Georgetown Law and holds several other
academic affiliations relating to the health sector. He trained and qualified as a
lawyer in the US, and holds graduate degrees in global health law and bioethics.

1

Rodney G. Hood, MD, FACP
Physician of Internal Medicine
San Ysidro Health

Dr. Rodney Hood is an honor graduate from Northeastern University School
of Pharmacy in Boston earning a BS degree in Pharmacy then enrolled at the
UCSF Graduate School of Pharmacology and Toxicology Doctorate program
for a year before transferring to the University of California San Diego School of
Medicine where he received his MD degree. He then completed his internship
and residency in Internal Medicine at UCSD University Hospital becoming a
Diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine and is a Fellow in the
American College of Physicians (FACP). After 40 years in medical practice in
Southeast San Diego as a board-certified physician of Internal Medicine in
Careview Medical Group, he recently merged his medical practice with San
Ysidro Health Centers. He co-founded and became president of an Independent
Physician Association (IPA), the Multicultural Medical Group consisting of over 150 primary care physicians and 200
specialists managing health plan and provider contracts. The IPA managed health services to over 25,000 enrollees
mostly from underserved communities. In 2012 Dr. Hood spearheaded a $1.2 million CMMI Healthcare Innovation
Challenge Award that implemented a community-based social-clinical intervention strategy utilizing the “hot spotting”
model referred to as the Patient Health Improvement Initiative (PHII) that focused on high utilizers of emergency
rooms and hospitals and demonstrated cost savings of $15 million over 3 years. Dr. Hood has been an active member
in organized medicine including the CMA, AMA, AMA-MAC, and American College of Physicians being honored as a
Fellow (FACP). However, his passion for medicine has been expressed through his decades long membership in the
National Medical Association (NMA) serving as president of the local San Diego NMA affiliate, Golden State Medical
Association president, then served as chairman of the NMA board before being elected as the 101st President of the
NMA. He has received many prestigious awards including being honored by UCSD Alumni Award for Excellence as the
Outstanding Alumni for Professional Achievement in 2003, the CMA Foundation Adarsh S. Mahal, MD, Access to Health
Care and Disparities Award, and the AMA Foundation Pride in the Profession Award. He remains socially active with
membership in the Alpha Pi Alpha and Sigma Pi Phi Boule fraternities. Over the past 30 years Dr. Hood has researched
and lectured extensively on the historic aspects of race, ethnicity, genetics, and racism in medicine and the impact on
today’s health inequities. He currently serves on several foundation boards that are focused on solutions to eliminate
health inequities. He is the president of the Multicultural Health Foundation in San Diego, serves on the board of the
Alliance Healthcare Foundation which is a philanthropic foundation financially supporting non-profit organizations
serving underserved communities in Imperial and San Diego Counties, past chair of the W. Montague Cobb/NMA Health
Institute, serves on the Editorial Board for the Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities and was appointed by the
mayor of the City of San Diego to chair the San Diego Gang Commission for Prevention and Intervention focused on
instituting trauma informed principles with law enforcement agencies for at risk youth. During the Covid-19 pandemic
Dr. Hood spearheaded the formation of the Covid-19 Equity Task Force in San Diego, helped establish the NMA Covid-19
Vaccine Task Force and in was appointed by the California Governor Gavin Newsome as a member of the California
Scientific Safety Review Workgroup to evaluate and render independent recommendations for the safety and efficacy of
approved vaccines.

2

Charley John, PharmD

Director of U.S. Public Policy
Walgreens
Charley John serves as Director of U.S. Public Policy for the Walgreen Company.
He has been with Walgreens for 22 years, 12 of them as a pharmacist. He attended
the University of Florida where he completed his doctorate of pharmacy. He
started off his career in South Florida as a pharmacy intern and had stints in
Cincinnati, and the Washington, D.C. metro area. At these stops he has served
in a pharmacist and in an operations supervisor capacity. His work included
overseeing the Washington, D.C. district in efforts to grow and transform the
role of the pharmacist, both in the retail and specialty setting. He has worked
to improve access to healthcare through pharmacy by championing the
role pharmacists play with medication counseling, adherence, disease state
management, and immunizations. He has been featured in the Washington Post’s, “A day in the life” series and served
as a panelist at Senate and House briefings to showcase how pharmacist can play an increasing and effective role in
healthcare. He has worked in the community partnering with several organizations to increase awareness of health
topics such as cardiovascular disease, diabetes, opioid management and infectious disease care and bringing resources
to the underserved and under-informed through screenings, medications, and consultations. Most recently, his work
involves engaging with public officials and industry and community leaders around healthcare policy in efforts to
improve the administration and outcomes of our healthcare system.

Kiame Mahaniah, MD

Chief Executive Officer
Lynn Community Health Center
Dr. Mahaniah is a father, a son and is husband. He is a practicing family
physician who currently serves as Chief Executive Officer at the Lynn Community
Health Center. His passion resolves around social and restorative justice, in
the context of healthcare. His twin clinical interests are teaching—he holds an
appointment at the Tufts University School of Medicine—and integrating opioid
addiction treatment into the primary care/behavioral health matrix. Most of his
childhood was spent in the Congo and most of his adolescence in Switzerland.
He is bilingual in French and English, fluent in German and Spanish, and
conversant in Lingala.
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Jewel Mullen MD, MPH, MPA

Associate Dean for Health Equity; Associate Professor, Dept. of
Population Health & International Medicine
Dell Medicial School; University of Texas at Austin
Jewel Mullen, M.D., M.P.H., M.P.A. is Associate Dean for Health Equity at Dell
Medical School, as well as an associate professor in the school’s population
health and internal medicine departments. She also serves as Director of
Health Equity at Ascension Seton to help meet health equity goals across its
system. Mullen is an internist, epidemiologist, public health expert and the
former principal deputy assistant secretary for health in the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS). Prior to HHS, she served for five years
as commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Public Health. Her career
has spanned clinical, research, teaching and administrative roles focused
on improving the health of all people, especially those who are underserved. She is recognized nationally and
internationally as a leader in building effective community-based chronic disease prevention programs and for her
commitment to improving individual and population health by strengthening coordination between community, public
health and health care systems. A former President of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, Dr. Mullen
is a current member of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report Editorial
Board, the ChangeLab Solutions Board of Directors, and she chairs the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Policies
for Action National Advisory Committee. She was a member of the Study Committee on the Equitable Allocation of
COVID-19 Vaccine at the National Academies of Medicine. Her other recent COVID-19 activities include co-authorship of
two peer-reviewed papers on Taiwan’s response to the SARS CoV-2 pandemic, a podcast for CDC’s Emerging Infectious
Diseases, and participation in a U.S. Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute panel on equitable allocation of the
COVID-19 vaccine. Dr. Mullen received her bachelor’s degree and Master of Public Health from Yale University where she
also completed a post-doctoral fellowship in psychosocial epidemiology. She graduated from the Mount Sinai School of
Medicine, where she was elected to Alpha Omega Alpha national medical honor society, and completed her residency
at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. She also holds a Master of Public Administration from Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

Thank You To Our Sponsors

Support for our summit series on COVID-19 immunization is made possible with support from:
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Meagan Elam

Senior Health Policy and Program Associate
NEHI

Meagan Elam supports NEHI’s high-priority program areas and advances the
implementation of innovative health solutions through her work on research,
policy, and events. Ms. Elam has extensive experience in research and program
development and implementation. Prior to joining NEHI, Ms. Elam was the
Community Health Program Manager for the U.S. Army in Bavaria where she
led the implementation and management of several health initiatives to
support the military community in Germany. Previously, she also worked as a
Health Division Research Analyst for IMPAQ International where she provided
programmatic and research support to projects with the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid. Ms. Elam received her bachelor’s degree in Biology from Johns
Hopkins University and a master’s degree in Physiology and Biophysics from Georgetown University. She is currently
completing her Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) degree at Boston University of Public Health.

Tom Hubbard

Vice President of Policy Research
NEHI

Tom Hubbard leads NEHI’s projects on coverage and payment for innovative
biopharmaceuticals, comparative effectiveness research policy, Real World
Evidence, medication management and patient medication adherence. Mr.
Hubbard leverages his policy and technology experience to examine ways the
country’s health care system can be transformed, focusing on the promotion
of medical innovation and the improvement of quality and efficiency in
clinical care. Mr. Hubbard came to NEHI after seven years at the Massachusetts
Technology Collaborative (MTC), where he led industry-focused projects and
supervised the annual publication of the MTC Index of the Massachusetts
Innovation Economy. Previously, Mr. Hubbard served as Executive Assistant
for Economic Affairs to U.S. Senator John Kerry and as Deputy Director of Development for Massachusetts Governor
Michael Dukakis. Mr. Hubbard graduated from Harvard College and holds a masters in public policy from Harvard’s
Kennedy School of Government.

Wendy Warring
President & CEO
NEHI

Wendy Warring, J.D. became President and CEO of NEHI in January 2020. She
is focused on strengthening NEHI’s role in advancing innovative care models
and technologies that improve access to effective health care, especially by
lowering individuals’ health care costs. Warring previously served as Senior
Vice President of Network Development and Strategic Partnerships at Boston
Children’s Hospital. She was responsible for developing strategies and
executing operational initiatives to strengthen relationships between Boston
Children’s and primary care physicians, hospital systems, and other providers
locally, regionally, and nationally. She has also held positions as Executive Vice
President & COO at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and EVP of UMass
Memorial Health Care, both positions involving the implementation of strategies to strengthen the organizations’ ability
to deliver accessible and affordable care. Warring received her J.D. from Yale University and her Bachelors Degree from
Brown University.
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