Gospel Reading: Luke 21: 5-19

hile some people were speaking about how the temple was
s ’s / adorned with costly stones and votive offerings, Jesus said,

"All that you see here-- the days will come when there will
not be left a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down."
Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this happen? And what sign
will there be when all these things are about to happen?" He answered,
"See that you not be deceived, for many will come in my name, saying,
'l am he,” and '"The time has come.” Do not follow them! When you hear
of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must
happen first, but it will not immediately be the end." Then he said to
them, "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to
place; and awesome sights and mighty signs will come from the sky.
"Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you,
they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will
have you led before kings and governors because of my name. It will
lead to your giving testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your
defense beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking
that all your adversaries will be powerless to resist or refute. You will
even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and
they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of
my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your
perseverance you will secure your lives."

§o§pe[ Meditation

Do you recognize God's action and signs in the world today? Jesus
foretold many signs of God's action and judgment. To the great
consternation of the Jews, Jesus prophesied the destruction of their
temple at Jerusalem. The Jewish people took great pride in their temple,
a marvel of the ancient world. The foretelling of this destruction was a
dire judgment in itself. They sought Jesus for a sign that would indicate
when this would occur. Jesus admonished them to not seek signs but

rather to seek God's kingdom. There will be plenty of signs — such as
wars, famines, diseases, tidal waves and earthquakes — pointing to
God's ultimate judgment.

Jesus' prophecy is a two-edged sword, because it points not only to
God's judgment, but also to his saving action and mercy. Jesus
foretells the destruction of Jerusalem and the dire consequences for all
who would reject him and his saving message. While the destruction
of Jerusalem's temple was determined (it was razed by the Romans in
70 A.D.), there remained for its inhabitants a narrow open door
leading to deliverance. Jesus says: "I am the door; whoever enters by
me will be saved" (John 10:9). Jesus willingly set his face toward
Jerusalem, knowing that he would meet betrayal, rejection, and death
on a cross. His death on the cross, however, brought about victory and
salvation, not only for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but for all — both
Jew and gentile — who would accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Is
your life securely submitted to the lordship of Jesus Christ?

If the gospel message is good news, then why do so many oppose it
with hostility and even violence? Jesus warns his followers that they
will be confronted with persecution, wickedness, false teaching, and
temptation. The real enemy of the gospel is Satan who uses fear and
hatred to provoke hostility in others towards those who follow Christ.
And what is Jesus' response to this hostility and opposition? Love and
truth. Only love can defeat prejudice, intolerance, and hatred. God's
love purifies our hearts and minds of all that would divide and tear
people apart. The truth is also essential for overcoming evil and
tribulation in the world. Satan deceives and sin blinds the heart and
mind. Only God's truth can free us from error and spiritual blindness.
This gospel is God's word of truth and salvation. That is why Jesus
tells his disciples to proclaim the gospel throughout the whole world,
even in the midst of opposition and persecution. Jesus tells his
disciples that if they endure to the end they will gain their lives — they
will see God's salvation and inherit eternal life and happiness with
God. Endurance is more than human effort and perseverance. It is a
supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit which enables us to bear up under
trials, temptations, and persecution.
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CRefTecﬁon Questions

For Reading 1:

Q: Have you ever called out to God for the bad times to end? What
happened?

Q: How do you look forward to the coming of the Lord?

For Responsorial Psalm:
Q: How have you encouraged others to pray?

Invite one person to pray with you this week. In your prayer, praise
God for his goodness and love.

For Reading 2:
Q: How do you give to others in need?

Q: Do you pray for wisdom when you contribute your time, energy,
and money in charitable work? How has that prayer helped you?

For the Gospel:

Q: How important are appearances to other? How important are
appearances to you?

Q: Have you ever been impressed by the unwavering Christian
witness in another? Who was it? Why were you impressed? Did he
or she face hardship? How did they endure the hardship?

Pray this week for the strength to see clearly. Look at the world
at large, or at your world. Try to see beyond the troubles and
look for God's will. Trust your prayer will be answered.
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Share the Word Sunday Reflection
For November 16, 2025

The 33rd Sunday
of Ordinary Time

By your endurance you will gain your lives.

First Reading: Malachi: 3: 19-20a
But for you who fear my name, there will arise the sun of justice
with its healing rays.

Responsorial: Psalm 98: 5-9
R: The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12
... we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you ...

Gospel: Luke 21: 5-19
the days will come when there will not be left a stone upon another
stone that will not be thrown down.

"Lord, by your cross you have redeemed the world. Fill me with
Jjoy and confidence and make me a bold witness of your saving
truth that others may know the joy and freedom of the gospel.”

Question of the Week: What are your expectations of the
future?



